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Wednesday. 15 April 1981

The SPEAKER (Mr Thompson) took the
Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

TRAFFIC

Reduction of Road Carnage: Petition

MR GREWAR (Roe) 12.16 p.m.]: I have a
petition signed by 39 people of Western Australia
couched in similar terms to other petitions which
have been presented in this House. It calls upon
the Government to support the effective measures
being used by the RTA to reduce the carnage on
our roads and also to introduce necessary
legislation to reduce the legal blood alcohol limit
and to require compulsory alcohol tests for all
traffic victims admitted to hospital.

I have certified that the petition conforms with
the Standing Orders of the Legislative Assembly
and have signed accordingly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 28.)

TRAFFIC

Reduction of Road Carnage: Petition

MR SKIDMORE (Swan) [2.17 p.m.]: I have a
petition couched in identical terms to the previous
petition which has just been presented to the
House.

I certify that this petition, which contains 27
signatures, conforms with the Standing Orders of
the Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 29.)

BILLS (2): INTRODUCI'ION AND
FIRST READING

1. Workers' Compensation Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr
O'Connor (Minister for Labour and
Industry), and read a first time.

2. Bulk Handling Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr P. V.
Jones (Minister for Resources
Development), and read a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: TWELFTH DAY

Motion

Debate resumed from 14 April.
MR T. H. JONES (Collie) [2.21 p.m.]: One of

the matters which exercises the minds of all
Governments in Australia today is the availability
of our natural resources for power generation in
the long term. Today it is my intention to deal
primarily with this very important matter which
has not been receiving the amount of attention
this Government should accord to it.

Firstly, I should like to focus my remarks on
the Government's decision to construct the largest
power house in Western Australia at Bunbury. I
want to register a strong protest on behalf of the
Shire of Collie, on behalf of employees of the
SEC at Collie, on behalf of the Collie mining
industry, and on my own behalf as a member of
this place.

In this respect Collie has received a very
shabby deal. In my view the Minister made two
main statements as to the reason it is necessary to
build this large power house at Banbary instead
of on the coalfield where the coal deposits are
based. The reason for making these statements is
that they were in answer to questions, the first in
answer to question without notice 176 of last year
when I raised the matter of whether the SEC
considered, or conducted a feasibility study into.
the construction of a Burbury power house. In
answer to me he said this-

The major environmental matter is the
discharge of cooling water into the
Wellington Dam catchment area, and a
pipeline is being constructed to carry the
discharged water to the coast.

I understand the pipeline will not be constructed.
The Minister may interject to correct me if I am
wrong, but I believe the pipeline proposition is not
on. I understand the feasibility study clearly
demonstrated the proposition would be too costly.
A great amount of money has been spent already
but, I believe, the construction will not take place.

Mr P. V. Jones: I will answer a question today
about this. If it helps you now I indicate no
decision has been made not to build, which is the
way you phrased the question. It is still a
proposal.

Mr T. H. JONES: Very well, it is still being
considered, but I wonder whether the Minister
envisages a pipeline being constructed.

Mr P. V. Jones: It will have to be constructed
to carry water for cooling and also for the
conveying of slurry coal to the new Bunbury
power station.
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Mr T. HI. JONES: Thai was the answer the
Minister gave last year. On 12 February this year
I wrote to the Minister to query why the decision
to build a power station at Bunbury had been
made. In his answer on I8 February he had this
to say-

However the main reason why the
Government cannot contemplate power
station sites in the Collie basin for the
moment is the lack of adequate resources of
cooling water for the size of power station
development that would be envisaged. This is
the major reason why Bunbury is being
investigated as a power station site. The
advantages of the proximity to adequate
supplies of cooling water, and the increased
efficiency of operation or the turbo
generators with sea water cooling,
substantially offset any increased costs
involved in transporting coal from Collie to
the Bunbury site.

If my arithmetic is correct, the transportation of
five million tonnes of coal from the Collie
coalfield to Bunbury will cost the SEC $27
million a year. I query where a saving can be
made in view of that very high cost, unless the
answers given to me in Parliament have been
incorrect. In the Minister's letter to me he goes on
to say that the commission is conducting studies
into the availability of additional water at Collie.
What I want to protest about is that the
commission saw fit to send Mr Kirkwood, the
chief commissioner, and other members of the
commission to Bunbury to hold a public meeting
and answer questions in relation to the
construction of a power house at Bunbury and
any effects it may have on that region.

Of course, he did not do the same thing so far
as Collie was concerned. It was up to me as the
local member of Parliament to say "Is not Collie
involved in this?" Is it unfair to suggest a similar
meeting should not be held on the coalfields?

It took a month for me to obtain an answer
from the commissioner to the effect that he would
be available for a meeting. Unfortunately I had to
send him a telegram the day before Parliament
opened to ask him what his intentions were. I
have now received a copy of a letter addressed to
the shire president saying the commissioner and
the Minister are prepared to go to Collie. What is
the purpose of their going to Collie when the
Government stated that a new power station
should be constructed at Bunbury?

I am correct in saying a very strong protest on
behalf of the people of Collie should be forwarded
to the Government. We have had a very shoddy

deal from this Government, which is not unusual
in the field of power generation. We know the
mistakes of the past; we know what it has done to
help other regions in preference to the Labor-held
Collie area. It is unclear why the Government
from time to time follows such policies.

What is the purpose now of Mr Kirkwood
going to Collie to hold discussions with the local
authority, the member of Parliament and
interested parties when the Minister has
announced by way of the South Western Times of
2 April this year 'Green light given for new
power house"? I think it would have been
reasonable for the Minister to pay an earlier visit
to Collie after he had been to Bunbury to discuss
environmental aspects and other problems
associated with the siting of a power house. I do
not believe the people of Collie have had a fair
deal from this Minister.

I put forward my protest on behalf of the Collie
Shire which is not happy with the situation.
However, after the Minister announced that the
green light was given for the construction of the
power house at Bunbury he has agreed to send Mr
Bruce Kirkwood to Collie to investigate the
possibility of resiting the power station on the coal
deposits. -

Mr P. V. Jones: The Collie Shire President said
yesterday as reported in the South Western Times
that he is quite happy to accept the decision if it
can be justified, but I wonder whether it can be
justified.

Mr T. H. JONES: It will be justified. What is
the point of the exercise if the Minister states the
power house will be constructed at Bunbury. He
said it had been given the green light, and that
was reported in the local newspaper. The Minister
said the Power house will be constructed at
Bunbury instead of Collie.

Mr P.V. Jones: That is certainly correct,
subject to arrangements in regard to
environmental and other matters.

Mr T. H. JONES: What will be achieved?

Mr P. V. Jones: Is it wrong to talk with the
shire council to see what its approach is to
something that will involve its area?

Mr T. H. JONES: The correct procedure is to
consult the local council, but that should have
been done much earlier. Is it fair for Mr
Kirkwood now to hold a meeting at Collie similar
to that held at Bunbury?

Mr P. V. Jones: You said I told you in
advance-in fact, last year-that the next power
station would be built at Bunbury.
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Mr T. H. JONES: What the Minister told me
has now changed. Even the Premier has changed
his stand. He said that by 1985 Western Australia
will have a nuclear power station. He stated that
formally and was supported by the member for
Bunbury. However, I will illustrate, in a moment,
that he shifted ground.

M r Sibson: That is a false statement.
Mr T. H. JONES: That is the protest I wish to

make in relation to the construction of the power
house. The Minister has given two different
reasons: One in Parliament and one in a letter. He
gave two different reasons for the non-
establishment of a power house on the coalfield. I
just hope he has done his homework.

Mr Sibson: Of course he has.
Mr T. H. JONES: A former Country Party

Minister For Electricity, Sir Crawford Nalder.
made a statement in 1965 that the Muja power
station could not be extended because the
coalfield would shut down within 30 years owing
to insufficient coal deposits. That statement was
made, despite my pleas as Secretary of the
Miners' Union. The Minister felt he was better
informed on the matter. I hope that this Country
Party Minister is not making a similar mistake.

Mr Sibson interjected.
Mr T. H. JON ES: The member who

interjected is the last one I would consult on this
matter.

I should like to refer to the cost associated with
the Bunbury station. I do not know whether the
intention is to transport the coal by rail or to
transfer it in a slurry line. I have a question on
notice at the moment because I understand
Westrail, in conjunction with the SEC, is
considering the construction of a new railway link
to transport the coal by rail. Of course, only time
will tell whether this is so.

I am concerned about the existing transport
cost for coal from Collie to Bunbury. The cost of
transporting five million tonnes of coal is $27
million. I made a statement to this effect to the
Collie Mail and my statement was refuted by the
Commissioner of Railways in the 26 March 1981
issue of the same paper. The article states as
follows-

COST REFUTED
And, in Perth yesterday, Mr McCullough

refuted claims that the transport of coal from
Collie to the proposed new Bunbury power
station would cost $27 million per year as
claimed by Collie MLA Tom Jones.

He said that current negotiations with the
State Energy Commission indicated that

freight charges would be in the vicinity of
half the figure quoted.

If that is the situation, will it mean that the
smelter will be supplied power at a cheaper rate
than consumers who are connected to the SEC
system throughout Western Australia? If, as the
Commissioner for Railways says, the cost will be
half my estimate, that will mean a subsidy will be
involved.

If this subsidy can be extended to take coal to
Bunbury for the new power house, the principle
ought to be extended for the transportation of
432 000 tonnes to the old Bunbury power house;
107 000 tonnes to the East Perth power house;
280 000 tonnes to the South Fremantle power
house and 723 000 tonnes to the Kwinana power
house. There will be an additional 372 000 tonnes
when the conversion is completed at Kwinana.

This would mean that, in addition to the ive
million tonnes to be transported to Banbury, there
will be 1 9 14 000 tonnes transported to other
power houses. Will they receive the same subsidy?
Will the users of energy receive any benefit from
it? Is it a deal which involves those participating
in the construction of the aluminium smelter?
This is a serious situation because if the rail costs
are to be halved, there must be some sort of deal
with the business operators involved in the
aluminium smelter.

If we look at the charges for power for the
aluminium smelter we will note that they are
unrealistic. The up to date figures indicate that
the aluminium smelters in Australia are paying
1.5c per kwh; in the United States they are paying
3c per kwh; in Europe 4c, and in Japan as high as
8c per kwh. Those are the latest figures made
available to me as a result of close investigation.
However, when we look at the cost per hour for
the Muja power station we note the amount is
1 .6c kwh. Many questions must be answered
about the policy to be initiated for the Bunbury
power house.

Sir Charles Court: There will be no subsidised
power for smelting.

Mr T. H. JONES: Can the Premier answer the
Commissioner of Railways' statement when he
queried my figures?

Sir Charles Court: What are you talking
about-rail freight? You were originally talking
about power costs.

Mr T_ H. JONES: The Premier is not following
very well. Initially. I made reference to the rail
cost and I felt I explained myself quite clearly. It
is unfortunate the Premier was not listening
closely.
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Sir Charles Court: There will be no subsidised
power and no subsidised rail freight.

Mr T. H. JONES: Then the Commissioner of
Railways was wrong when he refuted my
statement?

Sir Charles Court: I am not saying he is wrong.
However, with power and freight there will be
something in it for the Government.

Mr T. H. JONES: There may be something in
it for the Government but there is also something
in it for someone else. I have made my
conclusions on transport costs; and, on the current
rates the cost will be in excess of $5 per tonne.
Howevcr, the Commissioner of Railways said my
figures were incorrect. If they are, there must be a
cheaper rail freight.

Sir Charles Court: It is not a subsidised rate. If
you have big quantities and specialised transport,
of course it is cheaper and you can make a profit.

Mr T. H. JONES: We have been trying for
years! We made an approach to the Liberal
Government to obtain an agreement similar to
that which the Power Corporation in South
Australia had when it transported coal at the very
cheap rate of approximately $1 a tonne.

Sir Charles Court: Subsidised by the
Commonwealth.

Mr T. H. JONES: Anything could happen in
this State but time will tell us what will happen.

When I commenced my speech I said we must
be careful about our power policies. If it is found
that the power house cannot be located on the
coalfield, perhaps a good reason can be offered
for it to be in Bunbury. However, I am not
convinced that such is the case.

We all know of the trouble with the Kwinana
power station. It is clear, as a result of the
questions I have asked, that the first conversion
cost $32 million. The cost now is $40 million and
the additional units to be converted will cost even
more. So, the consumers of electricity in this
State arc paying for the mistakes of successive
Liberal Governments. I only hope that the
establishment of the power house at Bunbury is
not another mistake.

The Government cannot deny that to this stage
it has handled our power policies very poorly. All
members know the history of our power
generation, and that demonstrates clearly the
situation. We know the Government was hell-bent
on oil at any price at Kwinana. There were to be
no dual-fired units installed.

Yesterday I asked the Minister for Fuel and
Energy the cost per kwh of producing power. He
replied that io produce power using coal costs

1.6c per kwh, and the cost of producing power at
Kwinana using oil is 75 per kwh. So members
will see that it costs 7.5c per kwh using oil, and
I1.6c using coal.

Of course I screamed when the decision to
build Kwinana was made. Look at who has been
proved right in the light of the information I ant
placing before Parliament. We must consider the
Government's policy in relation to nuclear power.
I am concerned about the Government's decision
to contact the Japanese to obtain loans in order to
extend our power system in this State. I am
horrified about that decision. I would like to see
control of the State Energy Commission vested in
the people of Western Australia. Certainly the
Minister for Fuel and Energy will not argue with
me when I say that substantial loans have been
made by the Federal Government to Queensland,
New South Wales, and other States, to assist with
their power generation systems. I see no reason
that the Federal Government cannot assist in a
similar way in this State, rather than our having
to look to Japan. In the long term the Japanese
could control certain sections of our power
operation.

I would like to refer again to the serious
consequences of the decision taken by the Brand
Government in regard to the Kwinana power
station. On 31 March I asked a question
concerning the cost of providing a replacement
service when a unit went out of service at the
Muja coal-burning station at Collie. The answer
supplied by the Minister for Fuel and Energy was
that in such an event, the unit would be replaced
by another unit at the Muja power station or by
another station, at a cost of between $2 000 and
$7 000 per hour. I emphasise that that figure
applies to eachi hour that the unit is out of
commission.

We are aware that from ime to time it is
necessary to take a unit out of commission while
it is being serviced, .4rd when that happens, there
is an additional ch ?ge of at least $2 000 to the
State Energy Commission. As I have said before,
the chickens have now come home to roost. Is it
any wonder that the cost of our power is so high
in comparison with other States? I assume that
just around the corner we will be faced with
another rise in the price of electricity. It is no
good blaming the rising price on the cost of coal
because the price of coal is comparable with its
price in 1960.

A Previous Minister for Electricity (Sir
Crawford Nalder) made the biggest blunder ever
for this State. I hope that the present Minister for
Fuel and Energy does not follow in his footsteps.
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I would like to refer briefly to the
Government's long-term policy for power
generation. The Premier will not deny that he has
said we will have a nuclear power station by 1999.

Mr Nanovich: That is not true.
Mr T. H. JONES: The Premier made

statements publicly and in this House. He cannot
deny that; it is on the record.

I would like to refer to the comments of the
Acting Minister for Fuel and Energy which
appeared in The West Australian of 2 Febuary
1981. The Minister was replying to Dr Peter
Brotherton and he said-

He devotes considerable space to
comparing the costs of electricity from
nuclear and Collie coal generation. The
Government has never argued that nuclear
power would be cheaper than Collie coal.

I cannot recall that statement being made
previously, but at long last we had an admission
that the capital cost to construct a nuclear plant
would be much dearer than the capital cost to
construct a coal-fired plant. We have asked a
number of questions about the construction cost,
and at long last we have an admission.

The Government does not have any more up-to-
date figures because regularly I have asked the
Minister the estimated cost of such a plant. The
last figure I could obtain from the Government
was that given to me by the former Minister for
Fuel and Energy (Mr Mensaros) on I August
1979. He said that a 1 000 megawatt plant would
cost between $600 million to $800 million. From
the figures 1 have obtained from the United
States Energy Research and Development
Administration the cost of a plant would be three
to five times greater than that. I wonder whether
the present Minister has any more up-to-date
figures?

Mr P. V. Jones: We are not altering that
information, but we have postponed the answer to
a question you asked last week until we find out
more information. We are not altering the figure.
It will not be getting any greater. Using technical
expertise and newer methods it may be possible to
build a plant more cheaply.

Mr T. H. JONES: The figures I obtained from
the United States Energy and Research
Administration are three to five times greater
than those given. If it is so much cheaper to build
a coal-fired power station, where is the need for
Western Australia to go nuclear?

Sir Charles Court: You know that the actual
cost of the power is much cheaper with nuclear.
The overall costs-finance, fuel, and

opecrating-are cheaper. In Japan, the power
system that operates with the greatest proportion
nuclear can sell its power at 60 per cent of the
price of its competitors, and it can still do better.

Mr Davies: What about the capital costs?
Sir Charles Court: The capital costs are higher,

as we have always said, but the final unit costs are
much better.

Mr T. H. JONES: The Minister does not say
that. The Minister was reported on Monday 2
February as saying that nuclear power would be
no cheaper.

Mr Davies: Government members want to get
their act together.

Mr T. H. JONES: The Minister says one thing
and the Premier says another. Who are we to
beli eve? It is time that Parliament knew the
correct position.

Sir Charles Court: I was just telling you that
the capitial costs of nuclear are higher, but
because of the lower operation costs and the fuel
costs, the net cost to the consumer is lower.

Mr T. H. JONES: That is not the information
we have.

Sir Charles Court: Well that is the information.
Mr T. H. JONES: The Government has made

plenty of blues in the past.

I will now move on to the next point. I would
like to ask the Minister for Fuel and Energy when
the Government intends to take a positive step in
proving the coal reserves that are available in
Western Australia. I raised this matter last year,
because it is very important.

The Minister is still quoting figures that say we
have in excess of 400 million tonnes of extractable
coal. These are old figures and they have not been
updated since the time of the Tonkin Labor
Government. We undertook a programme in
conjunction with Peabody Coal of America. The
report indicates clearly that it is time the
Government took some positive action to make an
assessment of the coal reserves in this State.
Nobody knows the reserves. Even the Premier is
on record earlier this year as saying that possibly
there is more coal available than previously
thought.

Sir Charles Court: I have said that often.
Mr T. H. JONES: That was reported in The

Wesi Australian earlier this year, and it leads me
to my next point. When are we going to undertake
a comprehensive programme to find out how
much coal is available in Western Australia?
Before the Peabody programme, the known
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extractable reserves were in the vicinity of 87
million tonnes.

The Peabody exploration programme found
increased reserves in excess of 400 million tonnes;
and, of course, the Minister would well know coal
discoveries are being made weekly throughout
Western Australia. Unfortunately that is
apparently'not known by the Mines Department,
wvhich could not even tell me how much coal has
been located at Esperance.

Mr P. V. Jones: That is not right; you should
give the correct answer. A lot of exploration and a
lot of drilling is going on down there, but you
must give the correct answer.

Mr T. H. JONES: The Minister said it was
confidential, but the companies concerned are
required under the Act to advise the Mines
Department.

Mr P. V. Jones: That is correct, and they are
doing that.

Mr T. H. JONES: If they are required to
advise the Mines Department, why does not the
Mines Department know what seams have been
located?

Mr P. V. Jones: Are you suggesting it does not
know?

Mr T. H. JON ES: The Minister told me that.
Mr P. V. Jones: I did not say that.
Mr T. H. JONES: The Minister said he was

advised that the data requested was confidential
to the companies involved.

Mr P. V. Jones: That is. to the companies and
the Mines Department.

Mr T. H. JONES: Surely the Mines
Department cannot keep that information
confidential. Surely the Parliament is entitled to
know how much coal has been discovered.
Parliamentarians are the servants of the people,
and if the coal located at Esperance has been
reported to the Mines Department, I want to
know why Parliament cannot be informed about
it. The Minister should give early attention to this
matter. Can he inform me reliably of the
extractable coal reserves in this State?

Mr P. V. Jones: I will answer that shortly.
Mr T. H. JONES: I would be pleased to hear

that because nobody in Collie knows it. Mining
engineers who have been in the industry for a long
time cannot make a guess as to the coal reserves.
Only last year a large seam was located under an
open-cut seam. That seam was not previously
known to exist. Only two years ago the Joint Coal
Board in New South Wales, after three years of
drilling, found a scam bigger than the Hunter

Valley deposits; and we know the Hunter Valley
deposits were recognised as the largest in New
South Wales.

Therefore, there is good reason that the
Government should embark on a drilling
programme to ascertain how much coal is
available to Western Australia.

Turning back to the matter of nuclear power,
on 25 March I asked the Minister for Fuel and
Energy the following question-

Will he advise the latest figures the
Government have on the capital costs of a
nuclear power station?

This is what the Minister had to say in reply-
The Government has not produced any
recent estimates of capital costs of a nuclear
power station. The main thrust of present
Government activities is to obtain sites which
satisfy the most stringent criteria for
acceptability for possible future use, should a
site ever be required.

We had a firm announcement that we would have
to go nuclear by 1995. However, there is no need
for us to go nuclear if the Government takes
positive action to ascertain the amount of
available coal in this State, because we would find
we have sufficient coal to last for years and years
to come.

Of course, we know from experience that we
should not be looking only at surface coal.
Geological surveys show there are 5 000 million
tonnes of coal at depth on the Collie mineral field.
Someone must start asking what we are going to
do about extracting some of that coal by the shaft
method. Is that an unreasonable suggestion? Of
course it is not, when one considers fuel prices
facing the world today.

The Minister cannot refute these figures; he
knows what I am saying is correct. Someone just
has to do some homework. When the Under
Secretary for Mines was at Collie I raised the
matter of when are we going to look at the
feasibility of putting down shafts to extract some
of that 5 000 million tonnes of coal which exists at
depth.

Mr Coyne: How deep would the shaft need to
be?

Mr T. H. JONES: Some of the coal is at 800
and 900 feet and deeper, but that is not a problem
in today's world. The coal is there and the
Minister will not deny there is 5000 millioli
tonnes of it. I am not saying all that coal can be
extracted, but large seams could be picked up by
shafts. What is the Government doing about this?
It is doing nothing. The Government was hell-
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bent on oil in the 1960s, and surely it has learnt
from the mistake. Surely it has learnt from the
increases which I have indicated to the House this
afternoon.

I wonder when the Government will take
positive action in respect of, firstly, a drilling
Programme to ascertain the availability of
extractable coal reserves in this State and,
secondly, the feasibility of extracting some of the
deep coal from the Collie minefield.

Mr Coyne: A I 000-metre shaft has just been
finished at Leinster.

M r T. H. JONES: That is right.
In addition to the figure given yesterday of 400

million tonnes, another 100 million tonnes of coal
is available in pillars. That information was given
to me by the Mines Department. As a result of
new developments in open-cut mining, coal can
now be recovered on an economic basis at a
considerable depth. especially in view of the high
cost of fuel oil, which is currently about $190 a
ton ne.

Mr Coyne: That shaft is nine metres across,
and it is round.

Mr T. H. JONES: It can be clearly seen that
the Government has made mistake after mistake.
Already we have paid $72 million for a mistake
made at Kwinana in not installing convertible
units:, and that is a lot of money in anyone's
language. Are we going to go on and on in that
fashion'? When are we going to take positive
action to ensure that we are ahead of the
ituation? To do that we need to know what coal

reserves are available to us.
When he spoke the member for Bunbury was

vocal in his criticism of the trade union movement
and its programme to implement a 35-hour
working week. Anyone would think a 35-hour
week is an impossibility. That is what was said
when we converted to the 40-hour week. Everyone
said Australia would be destroyed. Of course, we
know many industries -already have a 35-hour
week. The coalmining industry in Western
Australia has enjoyed a 35-hour week for the last
20 years. Yet from listening to the member for
Bunbury one would think it was not a practical
proposition: one would think it could not be
implemented or that it would kill industry.

Mr Sibson: You know-
Mir T. H. JONES: The member for Buabury

does not know. He showed us his true colours the
other night.

The Minister will not deny that the cost of coal
has hardly increased apart from increases in line
with general trends. The Minister made a

statement in the Press in which he compared
Collie coal with Eastern States coal, but he
forgets that Eastern States coal has 25 per cent
ash, so one-quarter of the product is unusable. He
would be aware of the calorific value of Collie
coal, and one has only to look at its composition
to know t-hat it runs between 3 and 5 per cent ash,
whereas Eastern States coal has 25 per cent ash
on average.

I wonder why we have all this Furore about the
35-hour week. Every time Government members
get the chance they knock the trade union
movement. If they had their way the trade union
movement would not be allowed to organise
unions, and the right to strike would be removed.

Mr Sibson: And a lot of workers would agree
with that, you know.

Mr T. H. JONES: How did the miners' unions
get a 35-hour week? It was achieved by
agreement with the two coalmining companies in
1961. It was achieved by agreement and not by an
arbitrator saying "Here is a 35-hour week." That
agreement was ratified by the Western Australian
Coal Industry Tribunal in 1968, and hardly any
opposition was voiced to it. I know, because I
happened to be the advocate of the unions. Yet
the member for Bunbury said that we cannot have
a 35-hour week and that it was just not on.

Mr Sibson: Based on economic reality-that is
what I was talking about.

Mr T. H. JONES: The member for Bunbury
claims industries cannot afford a 35-hour week.
Mr Jack Watkins, whom the Minister for Fuel
and Energy praised last year prior to his
retirement, was reported in the Collie Mail last
year as saying that the price of coal was at the
1960 level. The 35-hour week does niot seem to
have made much of an impact on the coal
industry.

Mr Sibson: Perhaps, but there are many
industries which could not stand up to that sort of
scrutiny. It is commendable for coalminers but
what we are talking about are all those other
industries which would not be able to afford a 35-
hour week.

Mr T. H. JONES: The member for Bunbury
just said a 35-hour week could not be
implemented across the board.

Mr Sibson: I stand by my statement.
Mr T. H. JONES: I am simply pointing out to

the member for Bunbury that the 35-hour week
concept is workable, and has worked for years in
the coal industry. Does the member for Bunbury
deny the figures produced by the then Secretary
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of the miners' union stating that the price of coal
last year was at the 1960 level'?

Mr Sibson: I said that it was commendable.
Mr T, H. JONES: It proves the 35-hour week

is possible.
It would appear the Federal Liberal Party is in

all sorts of trouble. Following the pressure on
Andrew Peacock's secretary (Mr Barry Simon) to
resign, I note from this afternoon's newspaper
that the Federal Minister for Industrial Relations
(Mr Peacock) himself has resigned over the 35-
hour week issue. All is not well with the Federal
Liberal Party at present.

Mr O'Connor: It was not over the 35-hour
week.

Mr T. H. JONES: His resignation was in
connection with the 35-hour wveek campaign, all
right.

Members will recall how the concept of new
federalism was hailed by members of the
Government. It was to bring stability to the States
and to create additional resource development.
However, what has happened? The Government
has implemented severe financial cutbacks and
has embarked on a programme to do away with
day labour in the Main Roads Department. This
decision will affect hundreds of workers in this
State. The concept of new federalism has been a
com-plete failure.

We always hear members opposite bashing
Gough Whitlamn at every opportunity; I wonder
what they are saying now about the Peacock
fiasco.

Mr Young: You must admit the present
Government is a lot better than the alternative.

Mr T. H. JONES: I wish to direct a question to
the Minister for Labour and Industry. Last year,
I raised a matter in the grievance debate, and the
Minister promised that he would consider my
request. The matter I raised related to section
12B of the Workers' Compensation Act.
Subsequently, I wrote to the Minister outlining
the ease of a worker at Harvey who had been
classified as fit for light duties but who was
unable to find such work. Despite the fact he was
not able lo secure employment involving only light
duties, the insurance company had the right to
reduce his workers' compensation payments.

Literally thousands of such eases are involved.
In fact, only today the member for Avon informed
me that many workers in Northam are in a
similar situation:, they have been classified for
light duties, but are unable to find such
employment, and in some cases their pensions
have been reduced by half. I sincerely hope that

this matter will be included in any review of the
Workers' Compensation Act.

Mr O'Connor: The Bill will be introduced
tomorrow, and it will be available to you then.

Mr T. H. JONES: Will these unfortunate
people be catered for in the amending legislation?

Mr O'Connor: If you wait until tomorrow, you
will be able to read the amending Bill.

Mr T. H. JONES: I am sorry that the Minister
for Water Resources is not able to be present in
the Chamber; I ask the Deputy Premier to take
notc of my next remarks. I should like the
Government to take some positive action to
improve the water quality at Balingup. I notice in
this week's issue of the South Western Times that
the Acting Minister for Water Resources is
reported as saying that the matter is "under
review". The water at Balingup is so bad that the
children must take their own water to school. The
same newspaper carries a photograph showing the
cliildren arriving at school with their water
bottles, because the water from the Balingup Dam
is undrinkable.

This situation is intolerable, and cannot be
allowed to continue. I realise problems have been
experienced with the existing dam, but the
situation is urgent and the Government should
give it top priority. I note the Hon. Sandy Lewis
listening to the debate at the rear of the Chamber:,
he also represents this area, and I am sure he
agrees with me. A deputation has already been
received by the Minister for Water Resources, but
unfortunately nothing has happened. ] ask the
Deputy Premier to give the matter his urgent
attention.

Mr O'Connor: Have you written to the
Minister?

Mr T. H. JONES: We have contacted him by
way of deputation and last Tuesday's issue of the
South Western Times reported the statements of
the Acting Minister for Water Resources. I
appreciate the matter is receiving attention, but it
needs urgent attention.

Mr O'Connor: I will follow it up.
MR P. V. JONES (Narrogin-Minisrer for

Fuel and Energy) 13.07 p.m.]: I do not wish to
speak for very long in this debate; however, in
view of the comments of the member for Collie, I
should like to set the record straight and expand
on two or three points he made about Bunbury,
and one or two other aspects to do with power
generation.

Regarding the coal reserves throughout the
State, very simply, the decision to build at
Bunbury an additional power generating capacity
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utilising coal was no hasty decision-, it was made
after at great deal of planning and consideration of
a whole range of Factors, which I intend to
enumerate. The member for Collie referred to an
answer I gave him last year. At that time, the
assessment of whether the increased generating
capacity should be built alongside the existing
Muja power station at Collie or elsewhere within
the Collie basin. or at Bunibury or somewhere else
was already under way. By that time, at decision
had been made that it was highly unlikely the
next generating capacity would be built within the
Collie basin after the completion of Muja D1". A
range of decisions had to be made relative to that.

Menition was made of the visit to Bunbury. It is
perfectly true that, as part of this discussion
process, the commission visited Bunbury and held
discussions with the Bunbury Town Council.
Quite properly, the visit received some publicity. I
urged the conimission to hold discussions with the
council so ihat prior to any decision being made,
the council would be fully informed as to the size
of the proposed unit, the number of coal trains
and the tonnage of coal involved and would thus
be in a position properly to represent its
ratepayers to the fullest extent. The prior
consultation with the Bunbury Town Council gave
that body and its ratepayers the chance of
providing an input to the discussions, and to make
their views known.

Mr T. H. Jones: Having visited Bunbury, why
did you not then do the decent and fair thing and
visit Collie to explain the situation'?

Mr P. V. JONES: I would also like to add that
late last year-I think about Septemnber-I
approved of preliminary environmental studies
being undertaken at Bunbury. A firm of
consultants was engaged to provide some backup
for the commissioners of the State Energy
Commission when they made their
recommendation to the Government, so they
could provide the greatest amount of detail
possible.

The member asked why the commission did not
visit Collie and discuss the matter there. if any
slight was taken by the Collie Shire Council or
the residents of Collie, it was not intended: and I
apologise if it was taken that way. Very simply,
the decision had already been taken that this
capacity would not be built within the Collie
basin-, and I will give some reasons for that in a
moment. There was no deliberate intention to
bypass Collie so far as talking with the council
and the community was concerned. Indeed, if it
has been inferred that the commission was
disrespectful, I apologise publicly for that.

As the member has indicated, I have ensured
that the commission will visit Collie and discuss
all of the factors with the shire. When I
mentioned that to the chief commissioner (Mr
Kirkwood) he said that was already his intention.
There was no deliberate slight. and I am sorry if
it has been taken that way.

The facts related to the making of the decision
include the following: Last year I mentioned the
environmental factors related to the disposal of
water;, and those factors are still pertinent.
However, I do not intend to dwell upon them to
any great degree. That problem will be overcome
largely by the construction of a pipeline to the
coast to dispose of [hc saline cooling water. There
has been an announcement to that effect.

Last year I announced that consideration was
being given to upgrading this pipeline; and there
are technical factors involved in that, relating not
only t0 the size but also to the specifications of
the steel to be used in the construction of the
pipeline. Thai upgrading would enable the
conveyance of coal to the new power station; and
indeed, the reuse of the water also could be
considered. That proposal is still under
consideration.

Technical improvements are required in
relation to the conveyance of the amount of coal
and the amount of water required, because, after
all, the water is being produced as cooling water
from the existing generating capacity at Collie.
The relationship between the two has to be
proved, so that the right amount of water is used
to move the right amount of coal. In technical
terms, that is a distinct possibility, and the option
can still be considered.

The member for Collie has a question on the
notice paper today. He asked whether a decision
had been made definitely not to proceed. The
reply I am giving is, "No"; and I am implying
that no decision has been made which will deny
this option. Indeed, there are very good reasons
that it ought to be used.

Not only is there the question of the disposal of
the water, but also of the availability of the water.
As the member for Collie would be well aware,
the Muja -D" project could only proceed once the
Shotts borefield had been proved and developed
by the SEC in conjunction with the Public Works
Department. That provides a source of waler as a
cooling medium -at Muja -D-, but members
should bear in mind that in the next generating
stage we are talking of I 4011 megawatts-four
units of 350 megawatts each.

I am sure the member for Collie would agree
that the residents of Collie and the Collie basin
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would be extremely concerned at the possible
quality of the Cooling Water if we just went ahead.

Mr T. H. Jones: You have to agree there are
other alternatives which are also discussed. There
are additional dam sites at Collie; and there is
talk about using the existing mine water. There
are millions of gallons available there. These are
the things we wanted to discuss before the
Runbury decision was made.

Mr P. V. JONES: I am well aware of and I
respect the knowledge of the member for Collie in
these matters. We were aware of the availability
of mine water; but there is another factor. We are
not looking only for cooling water for the
generating capacity. The advice from those
associated with water resources in the PWD was
that they were looking also at the Wellington
Dam eatchment area. That has to be considered
in the light of the job the damn does already in
providing a source of water for the wheatbelt.
That area cannot be denied its water. The dams
have to provide water not just for today and
tomorrow, but for 10, 15 or 20 years' time. If that
water was taken as cooling water for the
generating capacity, it would not be available for
the wheatbelt, which does not necessarily have an
alternative water supply. However, the generating
capacity does have an alternative supply.

Mr T. H. Jones: In Other words, the existing
dam sites are bei'ng retained for extension of the
Wellington Dam system. Is that what you are
saying?

Mr P. V. JONES: No. I am saying that the
substance of the advice relating to water in the
comprehensive scheme has to be considered.

The member for Collie referred also to the
transport of coal. I do not want to dwell on that,
because my understanding is that the questioning
of his comments by the Commissioner of
Railways related to the basis on which he
calculated his figures. If my memory serves me
correctly, the member for Collie indicated the
manner in which he had used the existing price of
coal, the transport costs to Kwinana. or wherever
it happened to be-

Mr T. H. Jones: To Bunbury: and the existing
cost from the delta plant to the Bunbury power
house.

Mr P. V. JONES: There will be discussions
because the SEC needs to make a decision in due
course on one System as Compared with die
other-whether rail transport will be used. The
final decision will be influenced by the
environmental factors to which I have already
referred; and it will be influenced by whichever is
the cheapest, most efficient manner in which the

Collie coal can be iaken from the coalfield to the
Bunbury power station. It is as simple as that.

My understanding is that what the
Commissioner of Railways has indicated is quite
correct-that the estimate given by the member
for Collie based on the volume of traffic that will
be generated is a little high.

Mr T. H. Jones: He said 50 per cent higher, not
a little.

Mr P. V. JONES: I am just relating the
decisions that will have to be made. There was
rcference also to the end cost of the power.

I want to be quite precise and I am pleased to
have had the opportunity again to make this
point. The member for Collie mentioned the cost
of power in relation to its use in an aluminium
smelter and he gave other instances of costs that
pertain in other countries. I am unable to say
whether the cost he gave in other countries is as
high as 8c a kilowatt in Japan or whether it is an
industry price or a domestic price. All I can say is
that in the price of power by a negotiated
contract-should it become available to an
aluminium smelter-there will be no subsidy
whatsoever. I say "should it become available"
because there is no commitment whatsoever as
yet. Discussions have been proceeding.

Mr T. H. Jones: You would not be planning the
power house if it was not arranged.

Mr P. V. JONES: My word! Absolutely! And I
will tell the member the reason in a moment. The
cost of power to any aluminium smelter in this
State-and we have publicly said that discussions
are proceeding-will be based on calculations
having regard for all factors involved. In due
course should a contract be negotiated, it will be
made public. By that I mean both the price and
the factors on which we calculate the price will be
made public. In that regard I am referring not
only to the basic things of which the member
would be very well aware, such as the basic cost
of the coal and the transport of it. but also to the
cost of constructing the newv generating capacity
and the servicing of the funding involved.

Mr T. H-. Jones: Will it be cheaper than the
1.6e at Muja?

Mr P. V. JONES; The member will have to
wait for that. I would like to extend the argument
one step further because the member asked what
was the point of doing all this, what was the value
for the rest of the State. The answer is very
simple. Given that there is no 'deal"-and the
member referred to the fact that there may have
been a deal
M r T. H. Jones: Negotiations.
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Mr P. V. JONES: There is no deal whatsoever
other than the one we are talking about. The
answer which the member is seeking is simple. He
will appreciate that at present, given that the
installed capacity within the total grid System in
this State is so many megawatts, if we are able to
increase that not just by a little bit but by a
significant factor and also utilise that expansion
for industry-not just the aluminium smelIt and.
indeed, that confuses the issue to some degree
because whilst undoubtedly it would be a
significant customer we also have the Caustic
chlorine industry which will need 150
megawatts-this will take us up to another
plateau and it can lead to one thing only:
economies of scale within the total system. There
are also factors soch as the establishment of lines
to the Pilbara, which would start at another 200
Megawatts, and to the goldfields.

Mr T. H. Jones: I do not argue about that.
Mr P. V. JONES: These economies of scale

inevitably will help the domestic consumer.
Mr T. H. Jones: Is this not a reason for us to

find out what coal we have in the State?
Mr P. V. JONES: I merely wanted to make

that point and to reassure the member because he
is very well aware of the economies of scale and
the effect these have on the energy price for
domestic consumers.

Mr T. H. Jones: I know you value Collie coal,
but it took you long enough to get the message.

Mr Old: Thc Esperance stuff is pretty goad.
Mr P. V. JONES: I would like to advise the

member for Collie and the rest of the House of
the other factors relative to the choice of
Bunbury, of which the member for Bunbury may
be aware.

Mr T. H. Jones: Put him right on the 35-hour
week.

Mr P. V. JONES: I have menttoned the
question of water and there is also the matter of
proximity to the harbour which will give us
cheaper construction costs, which arc far more
significant than I thought they would be. We will
have the capacity to barge in already assembled
units, niot only the generators but also the units
themselves and the boilers, which is a significant
factor. There is also the proximity to established
transmission lines, It is proposed that the
transmission lines directly from the switchyard
behind the station will be taken underground for
some considerable distance for environmentally
aesthetic reasons. There is also the availability of
existing and supplemented supervisory staff and
the availability of labour which can be recruited

from Bunbury for ongoing personnel at the power
house. It was not a matter of Collie or Bunbury.

Mr T. H. Jones: I hope you can assure me on
that.

Mr P. V. JONES: A range of options was
considered. For example, there was a further
expansion of Kwinana. There were several other
sites between Kwinara and Busselton and, if it
helps the member, I shall identify two. One was
near Lake Clifton and another was near Lake
Preston. They were both looked at as sites for the
station for various reasons. After an analysis of
the factors involved, Bunbury was chosen.

I shall conclude on the question of coal. As the
member for Collie would be very well aware,
there is a very extensive coalI exploration
programme being undertaken in this State. I am
sure many members are very well aware of
exploration going on in their own electorates and
the number of mining leases granted. But there is
a very extensive programme of exploration being
undertaken.

Whilst the activities in the Esperance region
may have received a little more publicity than
others, 1 am sure the member for Collie is aware
of those exploration programmes further south
near Pemberton and the Wilga basin. He will not
deny he has heard of those programmes.

Mr T. H. Jones: I know a little of what is
happening.

Mr P. V. JONES:. I am sure all members are
aware that a considerable amount of coal has
been identified. But it is not just a matter of
saying that as a result of drilling programmes we
have found a coal seam, There is a lot more to be
done. The area must be identified and reliably
assessed as to its economic value.

The member for Collie referred to an answer I
gave him yesterday in which I provided him with
figures relative to deep-mine coal and open-cut
coal. The sum of the two figures is 400 million
tonnes. I then identified it as being the total of
measured, indicated, and inferred reserves; that is,
all known reserves that we can relate to being
clearly winnable. This is what is happening at
Esperance, as the member for Roe would be well
aware. Coal has been identified over a very large
area in terms of square kilometres, but it is a
matter of proving up the tonnages of economically
recoverable units. This is happening not only in
Esperance but also in the Pilbara, the Fitzroy
basin, and east of Carnarvon. On top of that we
have the deposits at Eneabba which will be larger
thin the figure I will give. We arc looking at
economically recoverable reserves at Eneabba of
approximately 50 million to 70 million tonnes.
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Mr T. H. Jones: Is that in the 400 million?
Mr P. V. JON ES: No. The member asked only

about the Collie basin.
Mr T. H. Jones: I asked about coal reserves. I

did not specifically name Collie. You could not
even tell me about Esperance.

Mr P~. V. JONES. If the member looks at
question 551 he will see it refers to the Collie
coal field.

Mr T. H. Jones: How late are the figures?

Mr P. V. JON ES: They are the current figures
within the definition I have given.

Mr T. H. Jones: Ten years?
Mr P. V, JONES: The last point I wanted to

make concerned money. The member for Collie
expressed disappointment that the SEC. with the
support of the Government, had raised funds in
Japan. It is obvious the member is not aware or
the offshore borrowing programme required to,
fund the tremendous programme which is in
progress.

Mr T. H. Jones: I am worried about ownership.
That is what I am worried about.

Mr P, V. JONES: This has nothing to do with
ownership. We are looking at arranging offshore
borrowings in order to finance the expansion
which undoubtedly the member for Collie will
support.

On behalf of the Government, the SEC will be
raising considerable funds not only for the
Bunbury power station, but also for normal
expansion projects such as Muja -D" which was
involved in this particular borrowing programme
in Japan.

Mr T. H. Jones: We want to retain ownership.
Will that occur in the future?

Mr ? P V. JONES: We have also the Dampier
to Perth pipeline-

Mr T. H. Jones: Will you assure me that will
stay under the control of the commission?

Mr P. V. JONES: There is no doubt about
ownership. The SEC is borrowing the funds in
order to undertake the construction work and it
will be borrowing on the most suitable and
appropriate terms available. Currently we arc
doing that with the offshore programme and I am
sure the member would be well aware we are
talking in terms not only of borrowing dollars in
order to undertake work, but also about loans
being used to buy offshore equipment. The
member would be awvare, as far as Muja "D" is
concerned, we arc using Toshiba equipment which
is purchased in Japan. Therefore, there is a

relationship between the borrowings and the
purchases.

I am glad the member for Collie has given me
the opportunity to answer his queries, because if
we listened to the construction placed on the issue
by that member, we could imagine the
Government was selling the Muja power station.

Mr T. H. Jones: I am very sceptical of moves
made by Liberal Governments and for good
reason.

Mr P. V. JONES: The programme in which the
SEC is involved has been set ouc clearly. It is a
very big programme and it will be of considerable
benefit to all domestic consumers, because the
economies of scale which are being achieved now
will ensure that, not only will there be better
relativity in terms of the cost-price equation to
which the member referred, but we will also have
the capacity to consider industrial expansion and
job opportunities which is not readily available to
us now.

MR BATEMAN (Canning) [3.32 p.m.]: Thank
God this is the last speech to be made in the
Address-in- Reply debate!

Mr Young: It is always worth waiting for.

Mr BATEMAN: The speeches made in this
debate have gone on and on with monotonous
regularity and all of us have had a complete.
bellyful of them. I know I am certainly sick and
tired of this debate and it has driven many
members out or the Chamber to another place a
little way along the passage so that they can get
away from the diatribes being delivered here.

Approximately 12 years ago I made a similar
sort of statement to the one I have just made
when the late Sir David Brand was sitting
opposite and he said "'You would not be very
popular with your fellows if we cut out the
Address-in-Reply." Had the late Sir David Brand
been with us today, he may have changed his
mind.

I should like to join with the comments made
by my leader in regard to the Address-in- Reply.
We need to have such a debate once only during a
term of the Parliament. This place should be used
for parliamentary business and we should not
have to listen to the sort of nonsense referred to in
the Address-i n- Reply.

A few moments ago, while I was sitting in my
seat with my eyes closed, I recalledt the
dissertation given by the member for Murray
about cleaning the weed from the Mandurah
estuary. I do not know what that has to do with
governing the country. Somebody will probably
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make a quid out of it by using huge machines to
scrape the weed out of the estuary.

Mr Laurance: Aren't you concerned about
algae bloom?

Mr BATEMAN: Indeed I am concerned about
it and, during the course of the speech made by
the member for Murray. I interjected and said it
was a very good fertiliser. I took two trailer loads
of the weed home and, as a result of using it on
the garden, I grew the best tomatoes I have ever
produced.

Mr Shalders: I was trying to help look after
your interests as well as everyone else's.

Mr BATEMAN: The weed is a very good
fertiliser and it is a wonder the Department of
Industrial Development and Commerce has not
tried to promote it. Reference was made to Lake
Clifton and the fact that a power station is to be
constructed in that area. It may cost a few million
dollars to dredge a channel from Lake Clifton
through to the ocean, but that would be a far
more suitable proposition than introducing
massive machines into the area. Indeed, this
matter was referred to four years ago.

I am sorry you. Sir, do not have the opportunity
to interject whilst I am speaking, but we were
treated to your usual union-bashing exercise and
we heard also from the member for Whitford.
The speeches in this debate went on and on and
we have come to expect this year after year.

A number of members take trips overseas and
spend a great deal of time out of the country.

Mr T. H. Jones: How many trips have you
had?

Mr BATEMAN: I have had one in I8 months.
The members who have travelled overseas Let to
their feet and give us a James Fitzpatrick
travelogue about the sun sinking in the west, and
the dancing girls and the palm trees in Fiji or
wherever it may be. We listen to those sorts of
speeches every time we have the Address-in-Reply
debate.

Mr Watt: We also ustially get an RTA-bashing
from one particular member.

Mr BATEMAN: That may be the case, but, as
I have said many times. I always like members to
have the opportunity to interject if they wish to do
so. The plum speech made in the Address-in-
Reply debate this year was that made by the
member for Karrinyup because he got himself
mixed up with Bullin Bros. Circus-

Mr Pearce: He escaped from it!
Mr BATEMAN: I am amazed the Premier sat

there with a grin on his face-

M r Davies: What else could he do?
Mr BATEMAN: -instead of the scowl he

sometimes directs at his members.
Sir Charles Court: I was just relishing the

thought that the Commonwealth would be paying.
Mr BATEMAN: It is time we faced up to the

reality that we have only one term of Parliament
between elections. We should get down to the
business of governing the country and debating
solid legislation. In that way we would use the
Parliament as it is intended to be used; that is. for
the passing of legislation designed to benefit all
Western Australians.

As members are aware, I seldom speak for the
full 45 minutes allotted to each member during
this debate. However, I shall spend a short time
discussing some of the points I believe to be
important, the first of which relates to-

M r Watt: Beer prices!
Mr BATEMAN: I would rather deal with this

at a different time and in a different way. but I
am pleased the Minister for Community Welfare
is present this afternoon and able to listen to what
I have to say. I refer to the proposed construction
of a juvenile detention centre at Forrestfield and
point out I am pleased the Minister has had
second thoughts about its location.

The manner in which this sort of information
leaks out from time to time is rather strange. No-
one would have known the proposed location for
this particular juvenile detention centre which was
to be built alongside the Forrestield High School
had not a very observant member of the
Forrestfield Progress Association discovered a
copy of a minute.

I do not intend to read the minute from the
Kalamunda Shire Council, but the aspect of it
which disturbed me greatly was the Minister's
insensitivity to public opinion. I do not intend to
dwell on this matter, because the Minister
provided an adequate answer to a question asked
the other night, but it is an issue which should
have been looked at by the Minister at an earlier
time.

I am a friendly fellow and I feel I could sit
alongside the Premier or the Ministers for
Education and Labour and Industry and have a
talk about something which has come up.

I do not have that same feeling with the
Minister for Community Welfare, and that is the
view that many of us in this Chamber have. We
feel that the Minister seems to be a little aloof
from all other members, not just members on my
side of the House. I say sincerely that he should
foster a little more understanding between himself
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and other members so that we all can get on a
little bit better. No member wants to knock
another because we are here to do a job.

I will refer to the minute of the meeting
between the Minister and the shire. The Minister
for Education could not attend the mfeeting, but
that is by the by. The Minister for Community
Welfare established clearly that his department
intended to construct the facility on Reserve No.
26901, and because the land had been vested in
his department for some considerable time, the
objection to a proposed developnient of a
children's facility on the reserve could not be
justified on the basis of the resident population.

It should be taken into consideration by all
Ministers-not only present Ministers including
the Minister for Community Welfare, but also
Ministers in a Labor Government if my party
becomes the Govrnment-that we must consider
the public in general because they arc the people
who pay our wages and the people we are here to
represent. We must take them into our
confidence. The Government of the day must take
them into its confidence and listen to the pleas
they make. It must listen to the pleas, deputations
and propositions put forward by the public
because some good sense will comec out of that
situation. I am very gratified to think the Minister
for Community Welfare, after hearing the pleas
of the public-however, I do not know about
deputations because I do not think there were any
except for a back-door one-

Mr Hassell Comec on, I have had three
deputations.

M r BATEMAN: Who made those
deputations?

Mr Hassell: I will not tell you who from, but I
have had three deputations about this issue.

M r BATEMAN: Who made those
deputations? When was the last one? As the
member for the area, I am entitled to know who
made the deputations and when they were made.
Is the Minister going to be like he was last night
and sit there mummified, or will he answer my
questions?

Mr Hassell: If you become abusive-
Mr BATEMAN: I will not be abusive in this

House.
Mr Hassell: You are being abusive.
Mr BATEMAN: The Minister said smugly he

had three deputations, and that is why I said he is
not prepared to sit to talk with any member of
Parliament. H-e reminds me of one of the fellows I
fought during the war years. One cannot talk
sensibly to him, lie stands aloof from this

Parliament. I am ashamed to think I must sit in
this Parliament with a person who attempts to
stand aloof from the rest of us. I can sit alongside
the Premier and talk to him. I could say that I
feel at home with him, but perhaps it would be
better to say that I feel comfortable when talking
with him. Unfortunately I cannot talk to the
Minister for Community Welfare and neither can
any other member on this side of the House nor
50 per cent of the members on the other side of
the House. I ask the Minister to have a dan
good look at himself to realise he has made a
mistake by being as arrogant and ignorant as he
hats been. In the 13 years I have spent in this
Parliament I have never spoken as I have today; I
have never wanted to do so until today!

Mr Hassell: I will not waste any more
courtesies on you in relation to this issue or any
other.

Mr BATEMAN: The Minister never has
wasted any courtesies on anybody so I will miss
out on nothing.

The people of Forrestfield took this matter
seriously because they were very concerned about
the situation. They approached the local shire and
had a special meeting. I mentioned the matter in
this Parliament and members in another place
mentioned it time and time again. As I said,
deputations which I knew nothing about were
made to the Minister. That was the discourtesy
the Minister showed me; he did not inform me
that he received deputations. Only now has he
said he received three deputations. I knew he
received one from the shire but I did not know
about any more.

Mr Hassell: Are you suggesting I should tell
you about any deputation I receive?

Mr Davies: Any decent Minister would.

Mr BATEMAN: I have been informed by
other Ministers. Even John Tonkin-

Mr H-assell: People will not come on that basis.

Mr BATEMAN: I would have attended. I
could give you a written guarantee with my hand
on a stack of Bibles that I would have attended.

Mr Hassell: The deputations would not have
been made on that basis.

Mr BATEMAN: That means the deputations
were from members of the Liberal Party.

Mr H-assell: That is absolute nonsense.

Mr BATEMAN: Why would they not have
come if I had attended?

Mr Hassell: They were groups to see me
privately to express a point of view.
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Mr BATEMAN: The Minister has time to see
groups privately! He cannot be much of a
Minister if he has tinme to see groups privately. He
would be the only Minister who sees such groups
in that way. I do not want to get away from that
subject because I am fairly incensed about it. I
would not have been had the Minister told me he
had deputations. I knew nothing about them.
although I heard about the back-door one. I knew
he had one with the shire but I did not know
about the other two.

M r Hassell: What are you talking about?
Mr BATEMAN: If the Minister tells me who

made the deputations to him I will tell him about
the back-door one.

Mr H-Iassell: I won't.
Mr BATEMAN: 0Of course you won't you

m urniied-
Mr Davies: Easy now!
M r H. D. Evans: Of all people we have a strong

reaction from the member [or Canning.
Mr H-assell: It is sheer abuse.
Mr BATEMAN: I will abuse the Minister

outside and he can take inc to court if he so
desires.

Mr Hassell: It is abuse.
Mr BATEMAN: The Minister has abused nie

by not telling me about these deputations.
Mr Hassell: Let me tell you that the only

reason I became involved in the Forresifield
matter was in relation to the wishes of the people
concerned about where the primary school would
be s;ited. That is the only reason I was involved in
the matter.

Mr BATEMAN: I put on record in this
Parliament that the Minister's name will go down
in history: he will be referred to as the worst
Minister ever to serve in this Parliament.

M r Young: Come on. t hat is a hit rough.
Mr BATEMAN: I would not say that about

the Minister for Health, but what I said about the
Minister for Community Welfare is not rough.

Mr Davies' The Minister for Health is a bit
jealous-he wants that title.

Mr BATEMAN: I will not give it to him.
Several members interjected.
Mr BATEMAN: I will gel Off that subject.
Mr B. T. Burke: This is unlike the member for

Canning. I have never heard him talk like this
before. Hle must be upset.

Mr Young: Somebody must have given him a
ba it.

Mr BATEMvAN: I intend to talk about
something which I think is of tremendous
importance. I was one of the Australians who did
their bit for their country during the last war. I
did not do that much, but I served for what I
think is a wonderful country. Always I hate been
one of those people very proud of my country and
State. Also I am very proud to think that we have
set up the Advance Australia Campaign
Committee. Although I was able to see a little
humour in the remarks of the member for
Karrinyap about holding parliamentary sittings in
different parts of the State, I must say he spoke
about bringing Australians together to try to
foster the attitude of our all being Australians
and advancing Australia.

We have a multi-cultural nation and cannot
single out any particular country on which We Can
hang our hats. it is about time we learnt to be
Australians. In that way we would be more
concerned and more interested in being
Australians. With respect to the Advance
Australia campaign I was tremendously pleased
in 1979 to see it launched, and I am now pleased
to see it steadily gain national recognition as a
means by which Australians can show support for
their country.

We have had some tremendous Australians
who have made enormous contributions to their
country anid this will be the situation in the future
also: it will not be restricted to the past. So, it
annoys me to hear of the Premier issuing edicts to
people about the singing of 'God Save the
Queen" and the national anthem.

If I had my way, the children in schools would
stand up every morning and sing "Advance
Australia Fair". They should learn that song from
the time they are five years old.

Mr Nanovich: Will they be able to play with
their marbles, too?

Mr BATEMAN: The member can play with
his marbles and I will play with mine.

Mr E. T. Evans: He has lost his marbles.

Mr Nanovich: That is unparliamntary.

Mr BATEMvAN: I do not believe it does our
State and country any, good to have letters issued
from the Premier's Department Stating that "God
Save the Queen" is to continue as the national
anthem in Western Australia. Such a letter was
sent to schools and different associations. In the
letter it is stated that when we are competing with
other countries "God Save the Queen" and the
national anthem should be sung.

M r Davies: When was that letter sent out?
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Mr BATEMAN: It was sent out in 1977, after
the referendum ait which people elected to have
"Advance Australia Fair" as the national anthem.

Many letters have been sent to the newspapers
on this subject. I will quote one letter which was
reported in the 7 March 1981 issue of The West
Australian, as follows-

Principles and Patriotism

GAIL GUNN. Kintail Road, Applecross:
So Veronica Cloutt (Letters. February 28)
would yank me to my feet if she saw me
sitting down while the British national
anthem was being played.

Is it an old British traditio n to use violence
on a colonial passively proicsting on a point
of principle?

I stand up for "God Save the Queen" in
England. "The Internationale" in the Soviet
Union and "the Marseillaise" in France. I do
know my manners.

As none of these I recognise ats the
Australian national anthem, I don't stand up
for them in Australia.

The Federal Government is currently
spending a small fortune trying to convince
the die-hards what intelligent people knew a
generation ago-that Australia is a
multicultural society.

To pretend that this is not so is as futile as
Canute telling the sea to go back.

The adoption of an "official' WA song
saying that our immigrants came from the
U.K. is a gross insult to the non-British
residents who came to this country and
worked to improve themselves and Australia.

What about the Japanese in Broome, the
Chinese on the Goldfields?

No one is denying Veronica Cloutt's right
to be proud to be British. But is she denyi ng
our "foreign" immigrants the right to be
proud of their country of origin?

I read that letter because many countries are
represented in Australia and one country should
not be selected ahead of another, Of course, many
people have become naturalised Australians and
British subjects and we must respect their feelings
because they probably have some pangs of
homesickness.

We must go back to using "Advance Australia
Fair". It is a lovely song with a beautiful tune and
when it is played by a brass instrument it makes
one's hairs stand up on the back of one's neck. It
is a song about which we can be proud and it
should be taught in the schools so that children

know it well and truly by the time they reach 10
years of age.

We must note that in the United States of
America school children and university students
sing "The Stars and Stripes Forever" and look
towards the flag pole every morning. I defy any
member in this Chamber who has visited America
to say that that is not so. Americans are very
proud of their country: although, there is a lot to
be desired in my opinion. However, at least they
have a national pride and we must have a national
pride also, and we must do something about it.

I am impressed by the campaign which has
been launched and I hope the money will be well
spent. I hope also that we will have no such
newspaper headlines as we did in 1979 which read
"Confusion about national anthem".

One newspaper headline slated "Chancy: Be
proud of Australia". So. the Lord Mayor of the
City of Perth is in favour of a national song being
sung: and rightly so. He is one of the leaders of
our community and they aire the people who
should be pushing for a national song.

I appeal to the Premier to do so also. I think
the Premier has done a great deal for this State
and for Australia and he is one person who could
do a tremendous amount for our national song.

Mr Nanovich: Hear, hear!
Mr BATEMAN: I do not deny that the

Premier has done a great deal for this State,
although his political actions have not always met
with my approval. I appeal to the Premnier to be
more Australian.

Western Australia is the only State in Australia
which has an English Governor. I say that
without casting any aspersions on our Governor,
but surely we, as Australians, must become more
and more Australian because our society is
becoming more and more multicultural. We have
more people who have not been born in Australia
and we have many who have been born to non-
Australian parents. We have to realise our ties
with England are becoming more and more
weakened.

I should like to refer to a matter which has
become a problem in my electorate, and
particularly in the area of Thornlie. The roads in
that region have been taken up and gardens and
trees have been removed, causing dust problems
which have persisted over a period of two years.
These actions have occurred in order that
sewerage mains might be provided in the area.
Despite this upheaval, there have been only two or
three complaints made and I think that is
marvellous when we consider an area as large as
Thornlie, being inundated with dust and rubbish,
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and being disrupted by the activities of the Public
Works Department. It is time the department did
something about the disruption because vehicles
arc left standing for weeks on end because there is
insufficient money available to complete the
works.

The longer the vehicles and machinery are left
there, the more it will cost. They should get in
and get the job done, and create the least amount
of nuisance possible. This is one of those projects
that has gone on for far too long, and it is still
going on.

Recently the Royal Street bridge was closed for
six weeks to complete a job which should have
taken two week-, only. The men have been
working on it since Christmas. All this work
should have been completed within a 12-month
period, and I am sure it could have been had it
been organised differently.

Whenever I have asked a question, or tried to
put some pressure on anyone, all we hear is, "Oh,
we do not have the money:, it has run out." The
Government can always find budgetary assistance
for other projects. In this case the people have
suoffered many problems; they have put up with
far more than I would have done. I experienced
some of these problems when the Canning Vale
industrial centre was commenced. I complained
bitterly to the people concerned, and fortunately I
received some compensation for the dust problem
which my wife had to deal with. The dust went
right through our house.

The people affected by this project have not
been able to obtain any compensation. They have
had to clean up their houses constantly, and it has
been necessary for them to replant lawns and
trees. Some people Wave received a few extra
trees, but very little other compensation. I must
compliment these people for putting Up With these
eonditions for such a long period. Certainly they
wanted the sewerage to the -area. otherwise we
would have heard many more complaints. The
whole thing has lasted for about three years.

Mr Aeting Speaker (Mr Sibson), I am sure
everyone would be very disappointed if I did not
mention rising beer prices. I got myself into a lot
of bother when I mentioned this matter before,
but I believe it is necessary to mention it again.
Continually the Swan Brewery is tnceasing the
price of beer. it is high time that the Minister for
Labour and Industry took a hand in this matter.
Certainly 1 could be wrong, but I believe the
board members of the Swan Brewery sit around
the table and decide on a price to whtch to
increase bottled or draught beer. That is all that
hatppenis-the decision does not have to go before

the Prices Justification Tribunal or anything else.
However, if the workers want an increase in their
wages, they must appear before the arbitration
court, having had to wait many months to get
there. The workers must go through many
prucedures before they can be granted any sort uf
rew ard from the Industrial Commission.
However, it appears that the price of
beer-bottled or draught-can be put Up at any
time without any justification. If one reads back
through the Press cuttings, it comes across clearly
that Mr Lloyd Zampatti always blames the same
things for the increases. On 10 April 1981. the
Press report reads-

The brewery's chief executive, Mr Lloyd
Zampatti, said that big increases in the cost
of raw materials, such as hops, sugar and
malt, had necessitated higher wholesale
prices for paekaged beer.

If we go back a Few years, in The Western
Australian of 3 November 1979 the following
appeared-

The chief executive of the Swan Brewery,
Mr Lloyd Zampatti, said the increases were
necessary because of higher costs of
materials and services.

The price of beer in Western Australia is far
higher than in any other State. Some 12 months
ago the Minister for Labour and Industry
organised a committee of inquiry into the price of
beer. The only finding of that inquiry was the fact
that the cost of long haulage freight was
responsible for the increase in the price of beer.
The distances that the beer is carted are no
greater in this State than in Queensland, and yet
the price of beer in Queensland is one-third
cheaper than it is here. It was after I had planned
to mention this committee of inquiry that I
happened to read a definition of the word
",committee" and I feel it is appropriate to
mention this definition in the House tonight. Our
Houses of Parliament have set up various
committees, and I admit I have some thoughts
about those committees. 1 am sure the Premier
will be interested in this definition which is-

A collection of the unfit, chosen from the
unwilling, by the incompetent, to do the
unnecessary.

That could apply to quite a few of the committees
appointed by this Parliament.

Mr Davies: Hear, hear!
Mr BATEMAN: If we are to appoint any more

committees, for goodness sake let us appoint
committees that know what they are going to do,
and committees that will come back with definite
and sensible ideas. If we ever again appoint a
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committee to inquire into the price of beer in
Western Australia, let us appoint as members of
that committee people who know what it is all
about. I must comment that the report submitted
to the Minister was a very good statistical report
but it did absolutely nothing about supplying a
good reason For the high price of beer in Western
Australia.

I urge the Minister for Labour and Industry to
do all he can to encourage the Swan Brewery to
maintain a steady price for at least nine to 12
miont hs.

1 would like to refer to this article put out by
the Australian Hotels Association. It is a pity that
association does not work as hard to contain the
price of beer as it is working to contain the
Government's tax. The association must be
spending hundreds of thousands of dollars on its
campaign. It says that beer is the drink of the
working man, and it always has been. In days
gone by it was a cheap commodity; a working
man could afford to have a few beers after work
without causing financial hardship to his wife and
family. HeI cannot do that today-two beers cost
more than $1, That is absolutely ridiculous. The
Government's taxation scheme will put beer into
the luxury class. We should try to do something to
bring beer back to a more realistic price.

The pamphlet goes on to say that excise is the
second biggest Federal revenue earner, bigger
than company taxes. It says "Enough is enough!"
It then goes on to make the following points-

You could pay the Government another
25% Beer Tax if you don't stop the new big
tax bash.

Australians are the highest beer-taxed
people in the world.

In only 10 years the excise tax on liquor
has trebled. Today, it is running at 31 150
million a year. That's more than $3 million a
day-every day of the year-drinkers are
giving to the government.

Then it says: "Now they want more! You can stop
them."

I repeat that I wish the Australian Hotels
Association would exercise as much muscle In
trying to get the Swan Brewery to curtail its
excessive beer price hikes as it has in producing
that pamphlet.

Finally, whilst I have been critical of some
pcople-and this is the right place to do it-I
would like to give credit to the Premier and his
Governmeni for bailing out the Canningion
Central greyhound racing industry in respect of
its problems. Many people have said that if the

Government can bail out the greyhound racing
industry, it should bail out all sorts of other
industries.

Mr Hodge: I wish it would bail out the
hospitals.

Mr BATEMAN: I could not agree more. I
quote as follows from a minute of a meeting of
the City of Canning-

Reference was made to a newspaper report
referring to changes to the control of
Greyhound Racing and substantial financial
assistance for the sport as announced by the
State Government and that the measures
undertaken would not have been possible
without the cooperation and financial
assistance being given by the Turf Club, the
Trotting Association, the T.A.B., and the
Canning Agricultural Society, plus the
support of Can ni ng CitIy Council1.

I would like to say to all those concerned who
have contributed financially to the support of the
Cannington Central greyhound racing industry.
Congratulations, and a big thanks on behalf of all
concerned. Thousands of people are involved in
the greyhound racing industry and if help had not
been forthcoming a great deal of unemployment
would have been caused and a greater burden
thrust upon the Government.

Mr Young: Do you know which Minister
worked hardest on that? The Chief Secretary.

Mr Davies: So he ought to.

Mr BATEMAN: I am not saying he did not. I
give credit where credit is due, and the Minister
for Health knows that. On the other hand, if I
think someone deserves a knock, I will give it. I
have received plenty of knocks that I have
deserved, and I do not mind that.

Mr Young: I just wanted to slip it in.

Mr BATEMAN: I have great respect for the
Canning Agriculture Society for having played its
part, and also for the City of Canning and the
TAB-I do not think the industry would have got
off the ground without the latter. Had it not been
for the help of those concerned we would have
had a bankrupt greyhound racing industry. On
behalf of all concerned I express thanks to those
who helped.

Mr Acting Speaker (Mr Sibson), I am sorry if
sometimes during my little dissertation I have
called you by the wrong name.

Question put and passed-, the Address-in-Reply
thus adopted.
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NOISE ABATEMENT ANIENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from 12 November 1980.
MR HOOGE (Melville) [4.15 p.m.]: I am not

particularly anxious to try to debate this Sill in IS
nmin uteCs.

Mr Davies: You don't have to. Take your time.
Mr HODGE: I wish to make many comments,

and I will be able only to scratch the surface in 15
minutes. However. I will give the House a broad
outline of the Opposition's view on noise
abatement, and the Bill the Government
introduced last session to amend the Noise
Abatement Act.

For the information of some Government
members, I would like to point out that the Noise
Abatement Act was not amended in 1980, nor
was it amended in 1979 or 1978. In fact, it has
not been amended since 1972.

Mr Davies: Didn't someone tell his electorate
that it had been amended?

Mr HODGE: Yes, some members are so out of
touch with what happens in Parliament that they
are telling their constitutents it was amended in
1980. The Government was so anxious to finish
the session at the end of 1980 that it rushed off
and left an important Bill on the notice paper.

The Court Government has been in powver for
over seven years and during that time it has sat by
and allowed noise pollution problems to i ncrease
at an alarming rate. In those seven years it has
made no attempt to do anything to legislate about
notse. It has taken seven years to produce this
first Bill to improve the Noise Abatement Act.
The Bill will result in a slight improvement to the
Act, but then any change to the Act would be an
improvement.

The Act was introduced by the Tonkin Labor
Government in 1972. At that time it was trend-
setting legislation; it was the first time this State
had had noise abatement legislation, and the Act
was modelled very closely on the British Noise
Abatement Act which was drawn up in the 1960s.

However, that British Act was found to be
defective and was replaced in 1974. In 1981 we in
Western Australia arc still labouring under the
same type of legislation that was drawn up in the
1960s in Britain. and it is really totally
inadequate for today's conditions. The Act is
proving to be a hopeless document which is too
cumbersome to enforce, and its fundamental
concepts are not relative to today's situation.

The Western Australian Noise Abatement Act
is what is commonly called a nuisance Act: that

is, it works on the concept that noise is a nuisance.
In order to invoke the legislation one must be able
to prove that a noise constitutes a nuisance as
defined by the Act. I hope I need not point out to
members the difficulty involved in that.

The Claremont Town Council recently
demonstrated that fact amply. It put together a
very well researched and documented case against
the Claremont Speedway and retained a highly
qualified legal counsel to represent it. Of course.
the case was thrown out of court: the Claremont
council lost the case and had costs of $10 000
awarded against it for its trouble in trying to
enforce this legislation. In respect of that case the
magistrate found that even though the prescribed
decibel level had been exceeded by as much as 20
decibls-and that is a massive amount because it
is not a normal increase but a logarithmic
increase-he was not satisfied that the noise
constituted a nuisance as defined in the Act. This
was largely due to the fact that some of the
residents around the speedway disagreed about
the level of nuisance caused by the noise. Some
found it intolerable, but others did not.

That basic concept of nuisance is not to be
altered. As I have said, even though the Sill will
make slight improvements in some areas, it does
not get to the fundamental problem of the present
Noise Abatement Act. Local government will still
be faced with the impossibility of trying to
enforce a cumbersome and out-of-date Act. I am
most disappointed that after seven years the
Government could not produce a Bill better than
this one.

In fact, what needs to be done is that the Noise
Abatement Act should be thrown out and a
completely new noise pollution Act introduced. It
is time noise was recognised as a serious form of
pollution; it is recognised in most other parts of
the world as such. If the Government is so bereft
of ideas, it should model our Bill on the British
legislation, which is very good legislation. The
USA has some very good legislation dealing with
noise pollution as do the Netherlands and most
European countries. In fact, even in Australia,
other States have much more advanced noise
pollution legislation than Western Australia.
Elsewhere in Australia they regard noise as
pollution and most of the authorities responsible
for policing the legislation are the environmental
protection agencies.

In Western Australia, it is a mixture. The
matter nominally comes under the jurisdiction of
the Department of Health and Medical Services.
although, as most members have found when they
have tried to have something done about traffic,
aircraft, or boat noise, the Department of Health
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and Medical Services cannot do anything. The
Main Roads Department is supposed to accept
some responsibility but when that department is
questioned, it refers the person to the Road
Traffic Authority, In turn, the Road Traffic
Authority says it cannot do anything, and refers
the inquirer to the local authority. So it goes on.

An urgent need exists for a completely new
approach to be adopted to this modern day
problem. If this Bill has anything going for it it is
the fact that it provides a vehicle for new
regulations to be enacted to provide for hearing
conservation in industry. The Opposition intends
to support this Bill although we have some very
critical comments to make in respect of it; I
intend to deal in some detail with those points
later in my remarks.

I have been supplied with a copy of the hearing
conservation regulations; it is a sadly deficient
document which leaves a tremendous amount to
be desired. However, at least it is a start; there is
nothing there at the moment. Workers in industry
or commerce can be subjected to any level of
noise quite legally. People are working in
workshops and in other places amid noise which
everyone knows is dangerous to their health and
will result in permanent hearing impairment.
That has been the case for ever and a day in
Western Australia, and it is the case today.
People are working in industry and having their
hearing impaired, and there is no legislation to
prevent this situation continuing; it has been
going on day in, day out for years and years.

Mr Young: You are not saying it has gone on
for ever, are you, and that your leader when
introducing his Bill failed to take any cognizance
of the situation?

Mr HODGE: What I am saying is that noise in
industry is not regulated. From my research it
appears that whcn the Tonkin Government
introduced the. Noise Abatement Act it was
believed it would cover noise in industry.
However, I gather that when regulations were
attempted to be drawn up after the legislation had
passed through Parliament, the Crown Law
Department advised that the legislation was
deficient, and did not cover noise in industry.

Mr Young: You arc saying the then Minister
for Health presented sloppy legislation to the
Parliament.

Mr HODGE: If the Minister had listened to
my preliminary remarks he would know I said
that the Tonkin Government's legislation
represented the first attempt to deal with this
problem. The Government was flying blind, and
in effect, it was experimental legislation.

However, at least it made an effort to bring in
some form of legislation. Previous Liberal
Governments made no effort. While the
legislation was far from perfect, at least it
represented an effort, which is more than can be
said for previous conservative Governments. The
Minister for Health's Government has been in
power For seven years, and this is its first attempt
to Come to grips with the noise pollution problem.
It is a fairly pathetic attempt, at that.

Mr Pearce: Perhaps the matter was covered in
an amendment the member for East Melville
apparently made to the Act himself last year.

Mr HODGE: I wish now to refer to an article
which appeared in The West Australian of 19
January 1981. Under the heading "An Alarming
Hearing Loss" the following appears-

Three out of every four people who had
their hearing tested at a Floreat screening
session yesterday were found to have
impaired hearing.

The free service was organised by the
Floreat Lions Club and the Lions Help to
Hear Foundation of WA.

More than 400 people took part, and the
screening chairman, Mr John Knowles, said
that 73 per cent had weakened hearing.

He said that the results confirmed the
alarming outcome of the first free-hearing
tests at Armadale last month.

Of the 182 people tested then, 60 per cent
had impaired hearing.

Later, the article goes on to say-
He said that a high percentage of people

tested yesterday had a hearing problem from
working in a noisy environment.

That simply reinforces my point that hearing loss
through working in a noisy work place or
environment is a very serious and common health
hazard, yet there are no regulations to control
noise in industry. This Bill will amend the Act
and provide the vehicle for such regulations;
however, I urge the Government to take another
look at the regulations it is proposing to enact.

The draft copy of the regulation forwarded to
me by the Department of Health and Medical
Services is a very deficient document.' Firstly, it is
based on a false premise chat earmuffs or earplugs
are going to be of some benefit if they are worn
by workers in industry. The best advice I have
received from audiologists and other high[:
qualified experts is that such devices are next to
useless. Yet these draft regulations place great
store on the fact that workers will be required to
wear earmuffs or earplugs.
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Mr MePharlin: Would you seek to control the
very loud music made by some rock bands?

Mr HODGE: While the matter the member (or
Mt. Marshall raises represents a serious hazard to
the hearing of young people and obviously should
be considered, the problem of workers being
subjected to excessive noise in their work place for
eight hours at a time, day in and day out, should
bc given a much higher priority by people
drawing up these regulations.

The draft regulations forwarded to me by the
Department of Health and Medical Services are
dated January 1980; they may have been
upgraded since that time. As I have pointed out,
they leave much to be desired. If these are the
regulations for which we have been waiting for so
long, the trade union movement, many people in
the medical profession, the community in general
and I arc going to be sadly disillusioned and
disappointed in the Government.

Mr Young: You just said the trade union
movement would be very disappointed. Did the
TLC representative on the Noise and Vibration
Control Committee express that view to the
committee?

Mr HODGE: I have had only a couple of
casual conversations with the Assistant Secretary
of the Trades and Labor Council (Mr Reid) who
informed me he was not overjoyed with the draft
regulations proposed by the Government.
However he said they were better than what we
had at the moment, which was nothing. I have
arranged to have an interview with Mr Reid to
discuss my reservations about the regulations and
until that time, I will niot be in a position to give
any detailed comments as to the attitude or the
TLC.

Mr Young: Six months after the introduction of
the Bill, you have not discussed it with your
representative?

Mr HODGE: The Minister is not listening. It
would be a help if the Minister paid attention. I
was not talking about the Bill. I was talking about
the hearing conservation regulations which have
not been tabled in the Parliament. if the Minister
is going to interject it would be a help if he made
a sensible comment.

Mr Young: I know exactly what you arc saying.

Leave to Continue Speech.

Mr HODGE: I move-
That I be given leave to continue my

speech at a later stage of the sitting.
Motion put and passed.
Debate thus adjourned.

EDUCATION: BENTLEY AND
TIJARI HILL HIG"- SCHOOLS

Closure: Mot ion

MR PEARCE (Gosrtells) [4.31 p.m.]: I
move:-

That this House

Calt on the Government to reverse its
decision to close Bentley Senior High
School and Tuart Hill Senior High
School while both have a significant
student enrolment;

Declare- its opinion that this decision
was reached without proper consultation
with those concerned in the decision,
particularly students, parents and
teachers, or sufficient regard for the
educational disruption caused by it;

Express its belier that the Senior
College concept, as described by the
Minister for Education, is an effort to
avoid building much needed technical
and adult education facilities in local
areas convenient to those who need
them.

I will indicate at the outset the timetable the
Opposition intends to adopt in dealing with this
debate. It is my understanding that both the
Minister and I have been invited to attend a
public meeting at the Tuart Hill Senior High
School this evening to talk-I am not sure if 1
have been asked to talk, but the Minister
has-with parent representatives. Further, it is
my understanding the Minister has declined that
invitation on the ground of parliamentary
commitments.

Mr Grayden: That is not so. It is an
educational matter and the Director General of
Education will be there to keep it on an
educational plane. He is going to answer any
questions. I expected we were going on with this
debate.

Mr PEARCE: The Minister told the organisers
of the meeting he was unable to attend
because-and these were his original words-a
censure motion was to be moved.

Mr Grayden: That was several days ago.

Mr PEARCE: I had given notice in the Press
that I was intending to move to keep the schools
open. Although the Minister may see that as a
censure motion, I do not. When I understood that
several hundred parents in the area with a direct
interest in the matter-

M rGrayden: It is not a meeting or parents.
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Mr PEARCE: -might be deprived of the
Minister's presence because of my parliamentary
action, on Monday I sent the Minister a telegram
informing him I would not seek to bring the
motion on during Wednesday evening.

Mr Grayden: You sent it yesterday.
Mr PEARCE: I would not attempt to do

anything to prevent the Minister's attendance at
the meeting. I subsequently announced that when
1 gave notice of the motion in this House.

Mr Grayden: You have been busily doing
everything possible to move the matter away from
the educational aspects, but we will ensure it
remains there.

Mr PEARCE: The Minister will not even be at
the meeting.

Mr Grayden: I will have plenty of opportunities
to speak to parents.

Mr PEARCE: The Minister will have plenty of
opportunities to be at the meeting. The
Opposition Whip has sent a message to the
Minister-the Whip sent it in ease the Minister
should reel I am insufficiently qualified to do
so-indicating that we will grant the Minister a
pair this evening. Further, it is my intention to
speak for less than 30 minutes in support of my
motion. I will speak until five o'clock, which will
give the Minister 45 minutes, at the end of which
time the Opposition will seek to adjourn the
debate. It is private members' day. We will let the
Minister go so that he may attend the meeting
and have a chat with the parents.

Mr Grayden: We will see about that.
Mr PEARCE: That will give the Minister the

opportunity to hear what the parents have to say
before he casts his vote on the matter. I think that
is a perfectly reasonable thing to do. I will go
further and indicate that if the Minister needs
more than 45 minutes in reply to my 30
minutes-as he normally does-we will give him
leave to continue his remarks at a later stage.

Mr Clarko: How noble of you.
Mr PEARCE: We will give the Minister the

call-
Mr Clarko: Are you running other people's

lives?
M r PEARCE: -when the debate is taken up.
Mr Shalders: I arrange pairs.
Mr PEARCE: It is our. prerogative on private

members' day.
Mr Shalders: 1 arrange Government pairs, niot

the Opposition Whip.
Mr PEARCE: The Government Whip has not

requested a pair for the Minister for Education.

Mr Shalders: I make arrangements for
Government business.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Sibson): Order!
The House will come to order!

Mr PEARCE: I will not be spending more than
30 minutes in speaking to this motion, so I do not
want to get into a procedural debate with the
Government Whip. Pairing arrangements are
made co-operatively. However, all this shows that
the Minister has no wish to face the parents who
are affected by the decision he has made. He is
not game to face them and prefers to send his
lackey, the Director General of Education, to face
the music.

Mr Grayden: This is an educational matter.
M r P EA R CE: The. pa rents asked the M in ister

to come. They took the attitude "Why take the
monkey when the organ grinder is available?" I
have made the Minister available and he has no
reason not to attend the meeting. He is afraid to
face the parents. It is sheer fear.

The worst aspect is that the Minister has
sought to use me as his excuse by saying that
parliamentary commitments have prevented his
attending the meeting.

Mr G rayden: I have parliamentary
commitments.

Mr PEARCE: Rubbish! While I am on the
subject of Government members and me being
quoted, the member for Clontarf told a member
of the P & C at the Bentley Senior High School
that I was in favour of the closure. I was pleased
to be able to talk to this gentleman on Thursday
evening to deny that lie.

Mr Grayden: Three days ago you supported it
in the House.

Mr PEARCE: I did not.
Mr Grayden:- You said you were not objecting

to the proposal but to the fact that there should
have been More consultation.

Mr PEARCE: I have never made the statement
that I was in favour of the closure of the Bentley
and Tuart Hill Senior High Schools.

Mr Grayden: What did you say?
Mr PEARCE: I said the concept of the

extension of adult education facilities is
something that needs to be done. I. did not say the
Government should provide facilities by closing
other facilities.

Mr Grayden: Three days ago you were
supporting the proposal in this House.

Mr PEARCE: I have never supported the
proposal.
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Mr Davies- Why don't you go out and tell this
to the parents?

Mr Grayden: You wait until I have the
opportunity.

M r H-. D. Evans: Tell them your own story.
The SPEAKER: Order! The House will comec

to order!
Mr PEARCE: I am perfectly prepared to make

my own statements on this matter. It has now
been widely circulated around the Clontarf
electorate and among those people involved in the
P & C that the member for Clontarf was not
truthful in his assertions about my position.

Mr Williams: You be careful what you say
about me.

Mr PEARCE: The member for Clontarf was
not truthful in telling people I was in favour of
the closure of the Tuart Hill Senior High School.
I would be prepared to use stronger terms than
"untruthful" it if would not mean that I would be
suspended. If I did use another term I would not
withdraw it.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The House will come

to order! I ask the member for Gosniells to direct
his remarks to the Chair.

Mr PEARCE: I have dealt with the Minister in
a sufficient manner. I will be at the Tuart Hill
Senior High School and I will take with me the
letter from our Whip and my telegram indicating
that the Minister has no parliamentary
commitment.

Sir Charles Court: I do not want any
miisunderstanrding about thi's. The request came
from the Opposition to take this item first.

Mr PEARCE: That is true. The Opposition
asked for this motion to be brought on at the
beginning of private members' day knowing that
the Minister was not intending to go to the
meeting. If he had indicated to me in reply to my
telegram or in reply to the Whip's letter that it
was his intention to attend the meeting, we would
not have sought to bring on the debate. We would
have been prepared to bring it on in another two
weeks. It is our intention to seek an adjournment
of this debate at 5.45 p.m.; therefore, the point
about the Minister's non-attendance being
important-

Mr Grayden: You started the debate and now
you want to run away from it.

Mr PEARCE: I am attempting to give the
Minister for Education 45 minutes to speak
compared with my 30 minutes. He cannot say he
is being dealt with unfairly.

Mr Grayden: It is not enough lime.
Mr PEARCE: I know it is not enough time for

the Minister because he could not talk sense
during even four hours! I have unlimited time
available but will restrict myself to 30 minutes,
which is now down to 20 minutes. to spend on this
matter.

Mr Grayden: Don't do it for me.
Mr PEARCE: If the Minister cannot reply in

45 minutes after my 30 minutes he should not
have the portfolio he has. I have four main points
to make in regard to the closure of the Bentley
Senior High School and the Tuart Hill Senior
High School. The first is that these schools by no
means are the smallest in the metropolitan area. I
go so far as to say that the Bentley Senior High
School with its 650 students is not even an
undermanned high school. In 1973-74 when I
taught there, there were a little over 1 000
students and it was grossly overcrowded at that
time for the sort of school it was. It is laid out
with three lines of intersecting buildings. It was
originally constructed as a high school which did
not have what are now described as years I 1 and
12. It was meant to be a small high school with
students going to other areas for matriculation. In
those days they went almost solely to Kenit Street
High School.

M r C larko: Did it grow any More?

Mr PEARCE: It has not grown larger than the
point in 1974.

Mr Clarko: It never grew More than having
1 000 students?

Mr PEARCE: I think it had 1 050 students
when I was there. I will return to the principal
point. The Government is trying to use up my
time. I said the high school had 1 000 students
when I was there and I was about to say before I
was interrupted that it was designed originally as
a three-year high school. By the simple expedient
of knocking down walls and adding two or three
classrooms it was deemed to be suitable for other
school studies. That was not true because there
were never proper facilities at that school for
senior students.

The only improvement made since I left the
school at the end of 1974 was the addition of a
very nice library.

In terms or facilities for students one could not
say Bentley Senior High School is particularly
lavish, but it does have 650 students. Perhaps
Tuart Hill is a slightly grander senior high school
in terms of facilities, because it was built on the
basis of its being a five-year high school with
something of the order of 750 students catered

1051



1052 [ASSEMBLY]

for. Indeed, neither of these schools is amongst
the smaller high schools in this State. There are a
number of smaller-

Mr Watt: In the State or in the metropolitan
a rea?

Mr PEARCE: In the metropolitan area.
Mr Watt: You said "in this State".
Mr PEARCE: What is the difference between

the metropolitan area and country areas'? Is there
any difference'?

Mr Watt: That is rubbish.
Mr PEARCE: If it is not among the smaller

high schools in the metropolitan area it is not
among the smaller high schools in the State
because the metropolitan area is part of the State.

Several members interjected.
Mr PEARCE: The point to be made is that

both these high schools operate well as schools.
Between them they have 1 400 students and both
have largish staffs. I can see no reason to close
them on the ground of population or, indeed, on
any other ground.

What has happened has happened in the Monty
Python style-the buildings are wanted for other
reasons. There is a Manty Python skit which
shows a chap with a cart walking along a street
saying "Bring out your dead! Bring out your
dead!" and a body who is brought up to the cart
says he is not dead. The fellow bringing him out
says "He is nearly dead", so after a debate with
the fellows with the cart, the carrier knocks the
other on the head to kilt him. That is exactly the
case with these senior high schools. They are not
dead or, in, fact, nearly dead, in terms of
populations, but their bodies are wanted, in the
words of the Minister, for two new colleges.

Mr Watt: That is rubbish.
Mr Grayden: There is not a word of truth in

that statement of yours.
Mr PEARCE: The Minister has been quoted as

saying the Government wants the schools for two
new technical colleges. They arc the words of the
Minister, and he said these new technical colleges
are "estimated" to cost $15 million. What the
Government hopes to do is create two new
technical colleges by closing the two senior high
schools.

Mr Grayden: Rubbish!
Mr PEARCE: The Government will kick out

the present students.
Mr Clarko: It was said that if schools are

occupied up to only 80 per cent of their capacity
the students should be shuffled around so that
there would be less need for the provision of

technical colleges. That is not the same point as
yours.

Mr PEARCE: It would not Cost the
Government any more to construct a proper
technical school than it would to renovate the
existing senior high schools into technical schools.

Mr Clarko: Are you saying TAE students are
technical students?

Mr PEARCE: Of course some are technical
Students because they study at technical schools.

Mr Clarko: Are they strictly technical
students?

Mr PEARCE: That raises the matter of all
technical colleges, and I will deal with that in its
turn. The Government is attempting to transfer
students in TAE classes out of existing technical
colleges into other schools in the metropolitan
area. This means that a student living a little
down the street from a technical college who is
doing a tertiary admission examination course,
now will be asked, if he comes from Fremantle
and intends to go to Fremantle Technical College,
to go to Bentley Senior High School to do that
same course. That situation will apply in the
north of the City. Students in the Carine area will
be asked to trek down to Tuart Hill Senior High
School to do their course. The Government
cannot tell me that is not an educational
disruption to those students.

In order to create disruption for TAE students
in technical schools the Government is disrupting
1 400 students presently at the two senior high
schools mentioned! What sort oF idiocy is that?
TAE students cannot be used to fill up the
technical schools. Students doing TAE English
courses, for example, cannot be taken out of a
classroom and that classroom used for trade
students doing, for example, a motor mechanics
course. Of course, the facilities simply would not
be available.

Mr Clarko: If they were doing arithmetic as
part of their course they would be able to change.

Mr PEARCE: Only in so far as there is
provision already there for arithmetic. However.
the proposition that More students will be able to
go into the college for technical studies is patently
false. The necessary facilities will not be there.

Mr Clarko: Is it educationally vital that TAE
students do their studies at technical colleges?

Mr PEARCE: It is not educational; it flies in
the face of what should be done for education in
this State and investigations made into the
matter. The Partridge report dealt with post-
secondary education in this State, and the point
made was that these institutions should have the
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widest range of subjects. To try to return to the
binary system of academics in one school and
people doing trades in another with no crass
fertilisation whatsoever is an edeuational idea 50
years out of date, which probably explains why it
is espoused so fervently by the member for
Karrinyup whose educational thinking is of the
same vintage.

Mr Clarko: If you take them from Fremantle
you are wrong because the college there does
more t ha n one type of cou rse.

Mr PEARCE: To take up the argument put
forward by the member for Karrinyup would he
to do a gross disservice to students attending
technical colleges. It is appreciated by all people
associated with technical colleges that a wide
range of courses and students is desirable.

Mr Clarko: A lot of people don~t want TAE
students in technical colleges.

Mr PEARCE: The main point is that students
at Bentley Senior High School and Tuart Hill
Senior High School will be unnecessarily
disrupted.

People who will be forced to attend these
schools for Tertiary Admission Education courses
are enrolled currently at local technical colleges,
and their education also will be disrupted by this
move.

The move itself is educationally unsound and it
is being undertaken only to save money for the
State; to avoid building two much needed
technical colleges in other areas. Armadale. in my
own electorate, is one area where a technical
college is needed badly. This would help also
students in the electorate of the Minister for
Transport. At the moment technical students
from Armadale must travel 8 miles to Thornlie
for their technical education. When this new
move is implemented, they will have to travel to
Bentley. That is one of the worst features of the
proposal.

The Minister for Education admitted in his
answer to a question without notice yesterday that
somec Commonwealth money is forthcoming for a
senior college-type institution because it is the
intention of the Federal Government soon to
remove dole payments from most, if not all, 16
and I 7-year-olds. These youths will be forced to
continue with their education. So people who
leave school at 15 because they feel they have
gained all the possible benefits they can from
school and who cannot get a job because of the
disastrous employment policies of both State and
Federal Liberal Governments, will now be denied
unemployment benefits and will be forced into
schools of the type I have referred to. These

schools will be serving purely a baby-sitting
function. By giving the State Government a
limited amount ofFfunds, the Federal Government
is helping to save a great deal of money in
unemployment benefits. For 30 silver pieces the
Minister for Education is prepared to sell the 16
and 17-yea r-olds of the State down the drain. He
has bought the two-card trick.

Mr Grayden: Don't you want them to go back
to school'?

Mr PEARCE: The Commonwealth
Government has conned him successfully.

Mr Grayden: Oh I see. You don't want them to
go back to school?

Mr PEARCE: Not if they believe they have
gained all its benefits.

Mr Grayden: I do not know what the
Commonwealth wants to do.

Mr PEARCE: The Minister has been trapped
into submission; he is the easiest Fish that anyone
has ever caught. The Commonwealth Government
unfortunately has woken up to that fact. The
parents of those 15-year-olds who are in ycar 10
at the present time must have grave concern for
the future of those children. If they cannot obtain
a job next year, they may not be able to obtain
the dole either. Parents will be forced to sustain
them while they undertake useless courses at
senior colleges.

Mr Bryce: Educational work houses.
Mr PEARCE: The member for Ascot is quite

right in calling those institutions educational
workhouses, and thereby hangs a tale. It is not
hard to see why there has been so little
consultation with the people involved, It is being
said widely around the educational traps at the
present time that it was the Minister's ineptitude
in putting up a decision to Cabinet on Monday of
last week before the whole concept had been put
together properly, and then the Premier's
premature announcement as a result of the
Cabinet decision, which prevented the Education
Department from sending out senior officers to
carry out discussions with those affected before
the announcement. When I asked the Premier
why he had announced this decision he said that
he had con fidence in the Minister for Education.I
interpreted that to mean that it was the Minister's
mistake and not the Premier's mistake that it was
announced at the end of the Cabinet meeting.

Sir Charles Court: That was not the ease.
Mr PEARCE: I will accept the Premier's word

that it was the Minister's fault. The senior
officers of the Education Department had to go
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out to cairn down the staffs of the schools
concerned who had read the decision in the paper.

Mr Grayden: Rubbish. They made the decision
days before.

Mr PEARCE: The senior officers went out post
haste to cairn down two very upset staffs and
subsequently groups of children and groups of
parents. The Education Department did not know
that the announcement was to be made.

Mr Grayden: What absolute rubbish!
Mr PEARCE: I will not read to the House the

various letters which have passed between the
Minister and the Teachers' Union relating to
consultation. As the President of the Teachers'
Union said, it is very clear that not only was the
union led quietly down the garden path and
misled, in fact, as to the matter, but also at one
stage the union was involved in discussions while
the decision was being made. Not only was the
union not consulted properly, but also it was
definitely misled-

Mr Grayden: That was the third meeting.
Mr PEARCE: -as to the stage the decision-

ma king process had reached.

I will summarise my comments at this point so
that the Minister will have 45 minutes in which to
reply before question time.

Mr Grayden: We have not heard one argument
from you as to why this decision should not be
proceeded with forthwith. Not one. We just want
-some argument from you.

Mr PEARCE: As the member for Geraldton
points out, if I have not advanced one argument
on this matter, the Minister will not need 45
minutes to reply. So we will save time all around
and then the Minister and I can have a nice little
chat out at the Tuart Hilt High School.

Mr Clarko: All you are doing is beating a party
political drum tonight. You do not give a fig
about the educational consequences for the kids.

Mr PEARCE: That is an interesting point of
view. I have spent a number of years ioi the
educational system; it is not unfair to say that 1
am known quite widely around that system. It has
never been alleged against me before, not even by
the member for Karrinyup, that I do not care very
much about the education system.

Mr Clarko: I did not say you don't care, but on
this issue you are beating a political drum.

Mr PEARCE: I am quite prepared to back my
credibility in the education scene against that of
the member for Karrinyup. If he wishes to, he
could find out the general feeling about which of
us cares more about the education system, the

students inside the system, the parents who put
their children into that system and the job that
teachers do in that system. I am quite confident
that the result would not go the way of the
member for Karrinyup. If he wishes to, he could
find out the general feeling about which of us
cares more about the education system, the
students inside the system, the parents who put
their children into that system and the job that
teachers do in that system. I am quite confident
that the result would not go the way of the
member for Karrinyuip. There are good and
excellent reasons for keeping these schools open,
which ca n be surmed u p in two
words-educational advantage.

Mr Clarko: Why don't you give them, then?
Mr PEARCE: There is only one reason to close

the schools, and it can be summed up in one
word-money. Members on this side of the House
stand for no disruption in education. Government
members stand for saving money wherever they
can, and if that means cutting back on people's
education-not just in dollars but in the rights
and opportunities for people-they will go along
with it. The most fundamental thing people ever
get from society is their education. We on this
side of the House care less about money and More
about people.

Mr BRYCE: I formally second the motion.
MR GRAYDEN (South Perth-Minister for

Education) [4.59 p.m.): May I say at the very
outset that I reject completely the motion which
has been moved by the member for Gosnells.

Government members: Hear, hear!
Mr GRAYDEN: The member for Gosnells is

being extraordinarily two-faced about this matter,
and that reflects the attitude of the entire
Opposition. When I was speaking in this House a
few days ago I expressed the opinion that the
Opposition was opposed to the concept we were
putting forward. The member for Gosnells took
exception immediately to my comment and he
shouted across the Chamnber that the Opposition
was not opposed to the concept of the scheme.

Mr Pearce: Get it out of Hansard.

Mr GRAYDEN: This happened during
question time. While I was answering a question 1
said that the Opposition was opposed to the lack
of consultation.

Mr Pearce: I did not say I was in favour of the
closure of schools.

Mr GRAYDEN: The member for Gosnelts is
taking it out of context now. We were talking
about this particular project and the member for
Gosnells said, "We are not opposed to the
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concept: we are opposed to the lack of
consultation." The matter was taken up by his
colleagues. All that means is that the member for
Gosnells and the Opposition ate being two-faced
in respect of this issue. We all know the saying
about people speaking with a forked tongue. The
member for Gosnells will run the risk of being
called "twin tongue" in this House if he continues
in this vuin. On one occasion, we heard him
expressing one point of view while a few days
later we heard him putting forward precisely the
opposite point of view simply because there was
some political gain to be had for him and his
party. Yet the member for Gosnells talks about
the credibility of the Government in its education
policies!

In respect of the last point the member for
Gosnells made, what is being done by the
Education Department is based on the best
possible educational advice. I am sure the
member for Gosnells would know the Education
Department of Western Australia is a large
organisation. We actually write out about 43 000
group certificates every year, although that may
be a little deceptive because many of those people
are part-time workers, and some duplication is
involved. However, the department employs over
13 000 full-time teachers, and has a wealth of
experience in these matters.

After several years of close investigation and of
watching the trends, the Education Department
has recommended this action, and its
recommendation has been accepted by the
Government.

I wish now to refer members to an article
written in yesterday's issue oF The West
Australian; it was published in the 'South
Suburban Supplement", so some members may
have missed it. The article reports the comments
of the Principal of the Bentley Senior High
School.

Mr Pearce: You should have heard himi last
night at the public meeting you refused to attend.

Mr GRAYDEN: I was in this House; this is
where my responsibilities lie. This article
completely refutes what the member for Gosnells
has said. I hope he will listen carefully to the
quote, because I would like to hear what he has to
say about the Principal of the Bentley Senior
High School after he has heard it.

Mr Pearce: I have read it.
Mr GRAYDEN: Under the heading "School

closure inevitable-principal" the following
appears-

Though the timing was a surprise, the
closure of the Bentley Senior High School as

a high school was inevitable, according to the
principal, Mr W. J. Eborall.

He was commenting on the State
Government's decision last week to convert
the Bentley and Tuart Hill Senior High
Schools to senior colleges for adult students
doing tertiary admission examination
subjecti at technical colleges.

Mr Bryce: I suppose this bloke is a good guy
because he agrees with you.

Mr GRAYDEN: Many people agree with the
Government, as the member for Ascot shortly will
discover. The article continues-

Mr Eborall said that enrolments at the
Bentley high school, which opened in 1960,
had dropped from 1400 in 1969 to the
present 629.

There were indications that the number
could drop to the 500s. When he arrived at
the school in 1977 there were 900 students

e nrolled.
"Anyone who had seen the school's

numbers drop during the past four or five
years knew that the situation could not go on
forever," he said.

I refer now to a letter which appeared in this
morning's issue of The West Australian written
by a Mr G, A. Brennan of Cobb Street,
Scarborough. Mr Brennan is the Principal of the
Balga Technical College and a member of the
State School Teachers' Union. He had a great
deal to say -and I would like to take the time to
refute his comments, because almost everything
he said was untrue. Surely the principal of a
technical college should know better than this.
When we are faced with such blatantly false
accusations, it makes one wonder whether such a
person is fit to be principal of a technical college.

Mr Pearce: Is he a member of the Liberal Party
education committee?

Mr GRAY DEN: I do not know.
Mr Pearce: I wvill tell you now: HeI is.

Mr GRAYDEN: He is the Principal of the
Balga Technical College.

Mr Pearce: And a member of the Liberal Party
education committee.

Mr Clarko: Is that supposed to be a point in his
favour?

Mr GRAYDEN: I intend to take this
opportunity to refer to his comments.

Mr Pearce: It is no good quoting this person
and saying, "Here we have an independent.
unbiased opinion regarding what I am saying."
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He is a member of your own party's education
committee,

Mr GRAYDEN: Mr Brennan's letter states as
follows-

Certainly it makes good sense to utilise
redundant secondary school buildings

Even he agrees with the Government.
Mr Bryce: Read the rest of the sentence. This

person is a member of your own education
committee.

Mr Clarko: Do you think it is a letter
applauding the Government?

Mr Bryce: No.
Mr GRAYDEN: I am sure the member for

Ascot would question whether a person who
writes a letter like this is fit to be a principal of
one of ou r tech nicali col leges.

The attitude adopted by the Opposition in
respect of this whole question has been
unbelievably irresponsible and reprehensible.

Mr Watt: What are the projected enrolments
for these schools?

Mr GRAYDEN: I will come to those in a
moment; we have projected enrolments for the
next five years and they show an alarming drop.
to the extent that almost no colleges in the area
will be viable.

Mr Bryce: What is the enrolment at the Como
Nigh School?

Mr GRAYDEN: I will tell the member for
Ascot about that.

Mr Bryce:- Whose electorate is it in'? It is in the
Minister's own electorate.

Mr GRAYDEN: It is on the border.
Mr Bryce: It is a disgrace. It should never have

been built.
Mr Clarco: Do you want to close it down?
Several members interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Crane): Order!

The Minister for Education is entitled to reply to
the motion moved by the member for Gosniells. I
ask the House to allow him to do just that. The
House will come to order.

Mr GRAYDEN: The Opposition has been
extraordinarily irresponsible on this issue, to the
extent that it has been reprehensible. They are
completely overlooking the educational and
economic advantages of this concept: they are
simply pushing these matters aside in an attempt
to get on the bandwagon and obtain cheap
political advantage. The Opposition has sunk very
low indeed when it is prepared to put political

gain before the welfare of the students in our
education system.

Mr Barnett: What a scurrilous statement.
Mr GRAYDEN: That will become obvious

later in my remarks. The Teachers' Union should
be in a position to assess the situation; it should be
aware that from an educational and economic
point of view, this is the only possible step in the
circumstances.

Mr Pearce: Are you aware that the Principal of
the Balga Technical College, whose letter you just
quoted, is a member of the executive of the
Teachers' Union?

Mr GRAY DEN: I mentioned that.
Mr Pearce: So, he is irresponsible. Why are you

quoting him?
Mr GRAYDEN: He wrote a letter to the

newspaper, much of which is completely untrue.
Mr H-. D. Evans: Is his financial statement

correct? Will it cost the department money, and
will the Government fail to get tertiary funding
from the Commonwealth?

Mr GRAYDEN:. He is absolutely incorrect; it
was a scurrilous statement. He wrote to the
newspaper in the following terms-

There seems little doubt that the colleges
will be conducted under the aegis of the
secondary division, If so, they will not attract
any of the Commonwealth tertiary funding
enjoyed by the TAFE (Tertiary And Further
Education) colleges.

There is not a word of truth in that statement. We
have received assurances from the
Commonwealth Government that the funding will
go on in exactly the same way and that in fact the
Commonwealth Government welcomes senior
colleges of this kind. The Principal of the lBalga
Technical College made that statement without
checking it; he just jumped in and wrote his letter
to the newspaper.

Mr Pearce: He is a member of the Liberal
Party education Committee.

Mr GRAYDEN: Every other statement is
completely untrue.

Mr Pearce: He is a member of your own party's
committee.

Mr GRAYDEN: He is a member of the
Teachers' Union.

Mr Pearce: Ai I your party's education
committee. You are making a fool of yourself.

Mr GRAYDEN: For years, the Education
Department has been closely monitoring the
situation which obtains in our State school system
in Western Australia. It has been perturbed for
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many years at the decline in enrolments in certain
areas. Two years ago, the department was talking
in terms of closing a school in the Graylands area
for this very reason. Once a month, we hold a
meeting with WACSSO officers and the
Education Department. These declining trends
have been spoken about with concern for many
years, It has reached the stage now in the Tuart
Hill and Bentley areas where the enrolments at
several high schools will decline to such an extent
that none will be viable unless one school is closed
in each area, It was apparent two years ago that
this would be the case, yet when the decision was
made on the advice of the Education Department,
we were faced with this sort of outcry from the
Opposition.

A t its pea k, the Tua rt H ill a rea provided 7 498
secondary school students, This year, the number
has declined to 4 576 students. At its peak, the
Bentley area provided 5 275 students while this
year the number has declined to 2 650.

Mr Wilson- What do you mean by "the Bentley
area"?

Mr GRAYDEN: I am talking about the actual
area of Bentley.

Mr Wilson: You are talking about several high
schools.

Mr GRAYDEN: Of course I am.

Mr Wilson: Which schools are they?

Mr GRAYDEN: I will tell the honourable
member in a moment; I have already given the
information to him in response to a question he
asked me.

As members can see, the number of available
children has declined substantially. Let us look at
projected enrolments, because the figures are
infinitely more alarming. The peak enrolment at
the Bentley Senior High School occurred in 1969,
with 1 465 students.

M r Bryce: Then you built Como H igh School.

Mr GRAYDEN: In 1981, the number dropped
to 631. In 1984, the projected enrolment is 507
students. in 1985, it is 489 students; in 1988, it is
expected the enrolment will be 435 students' So,
we have a school with facilities for 1 465 children
and already, the enrolment is down to 631
students.

Mr Pearce: You managed to cram that number
of students into a grossly inadequate school.

Mr GRAYDEN: I accept that it is not
desirable to have children crammed into these

Mr Pearce: That is not its capacity, then. Its
capacity is about 900. 950 perhaps. It was
overcrowded with 1 000.

Mr GRAYDEN: In 1984 the population will be
down to 507, about a third of the peak. However,
that is not the only point. The point is that the
numbers in the schools in the surrounding areas
are declining also, and none of those schools will
be viable. None will be able to maintain the full
range of courses which are so essential
educationally. Unless one school is closed-

Mr Bryce: Why did you build Como High
School?

Mr GRAYDEN: I did not build it.
Mr Bryce: When did it go up'?
Mr GRAYDEN: Let us consider some of the

other schools. Members might find this
interesting. Look at Kent Street. Most children in
South Perth go to the Kent Street High School. It
is a fine high school.

Mr Pearce: It is as old as the hills.
Mr GRAYDEN: At its peak, it had I 730

children.
Mr Pearce: And it could not fit them in- There

were classes of 45 in those days.
Mr GRAYDEN: I am just giving the figures.

Now it is down to 740. It is anticipated that in
1988 it will have 684. In 1983, it will have 620.

Mr Bryce: An excellent size for a high school.
Mr GRAYDEN: That will be less than half the

number of children it used to take. I have the
figures for Como if members want them. I can
give the figures in respect of Cannington. At one
stage that school had I 249 children, and at the
moment it has 711. That number will continue to
decline.

None of these schools will be viable schools.
They are senior high schools; and the education of
the children attending them will be jeopardised
because there will not be sufficient children to
maintain the range of courses. -

Mr Bryce: May I draw your attention to the
fact that in many country towns in this
State-regional centres-there are school
populations as small as the populations you are
talking about, with perfectly viable classes of
excellent quality?)

Mr GRAYDEN: I know that, because those
schools were provided by this Government at
immense cost-alarming cost, in some cases. It
works out virtually to a teacher to a pupil. That
sort of thing has been done in some of the remote
parts of the State, in order to provide an
educational service to the children in those areas.

(341
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Mr Bryce: Have a look at Albany and Bunbury.
Bunbury Senior High School has about 600
students,

Mr GRAYDEN: And how many teachers?
Mr Bryce: The same proportion you are talking

about.
Mr GRAYDEN: If the numbers dropped, we

could not provide the full range of courses.
Therefore there is the situation in which the
children are taking studies in which they are not
interested.

Mr Clarko interjected,
Mr Bryce: One gets the impression that the

Liberal Party has its own shadow Minister ror
Education.

Mr GRAYDEN. In order to keep the schools
viable, it is imperative that one school be closed.
The reason Bentley was chosen was that it would
cause the minimum of dislocation to the children
concerned, and no other reason.

Mr Pearce: And the member for Clontarf did
not have enough push to keep it open.

Mr GRAYDEN: The department had to look
at the high schools and decide, "Which one will
be closed? Which will cause the minimum
amount of dislocation to the children?"

Mr Bryce: Does the member for Clontarf agree
with this?

Mr GRAYDEN: The same thing applied in
respect of the Tuart Hill area. The alternative to
Tuart Hill was Mirrabooka. I do not know
whether the Opposition would prefer to have
Mirrabooka closed. The point is that it had to be
either Tuart Hill or Mirrabooka; and Tuart Hill
was chosen because it would cause the minimum
amount of dislocation, It was chosen for that
particular reason, and no other.

We have the figures that obtain in respect of
the high schools in the vicinity of Tuart Hill. We
are able to estimate the figures for the next few
years, and we know they will be relatively small
ones. The figures are accurate because we know
how many children are attending the primary
schools. We know how many in each of the classes
will continue on to the senior high schools.
Therefore the figures are accurate.

One school in the vicinity of Tuart Hill has to
be closed. We have chosen Tuart Hill; but it could
have been Mirrabooka.

Mr Bryce: Does the member for Clontarf
support your Government in choosing Bentley
High School?

Mr GRAYDEN: I am certain that the member
for Clontarf realises the logic of the proposition.

He wants to see every child in the area given the
best possible education. That can be done if one
school in the area is closed.

Mr Pearce: So he is in favour?
Mr GRAYDEN: Because of the sheer logic.
Mr Pearce interjected.
Mr GRAYDEN: No other reason.
Mr Pearce: Let us hear from the member for

Clonta rf.
Mr O'Connor: He might speak in due course.
Opposition members interjected.
Mr Bryce: The silence from the member for

Clontarf is deafening. He will not be pushed into
answering the question.

Mr GRAYDEN: The member for Clontarf is
not on his feet. What do members opposite think
they are doing?

Mr Pearce: He never is.
Mr GRAYDEN: Nor is the member for

Gosnells.
Mr E. T. Evans: He will not be the member for

very long.

Mr GRAYDEN: The member for Clontarf will
be the member for the next 20 years, if he wants
that. Ultimately he will make a decision to retire;
but it should not be for another 20 years.

Mr Bryce: I bet my weekly income against your
weekly income that that is not correct.

Mr GRAYDEN: In another 20 years the
member for Ascot and I can compare notes to see
who is right.

Mr B. T. Burke: You must know something I
do not, because you will be dead then.

Mr GRAYDEN: We have heard some
extraordinary statements from the member for
Gosnells.

Opposition members interjected.
Mr GRAYDENZ One was to the effect that

this move would be made in order to create
another technical college.

Opposition members interjected.
Mr GRAYDEN. Of course, nothing could be

further-
The SPEAKER: Order! I ask members to have

some regard for the work that has to be done by
other people in this place. There was an example
there in which the Hlansard reporter was having
difficulty in hearing as a result of the input into
his left ear, and he had to put his hand over it.
The member who was sitting closest to him was
making interjections continually, notwithstanding
the obvious sign from the Hansard reporter that
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he was having difficulty in hearing. I ask
members to display sonmc decorum.

Mr GRAYDEN: The member [or Gosnells
gave the House the impression that this move was
being made in order to create another technical
college.

Mr B. T. Burke: Near, hear!
Mr GRAYDEN: Nothing could be further

from the truth. It is not a technical college in that
sense of the word.

Mr B. T. Burke: It is a technical what?
Mr GRAYDEN: Before I deal with that, can I

explain the situation in respect of the technical
colleges? The members opposite should know that
our technical colleges in Western Australia
virtually are bursting at the seams. In the
Leederville Technical College, for instance, we
have 450 TAE students who should not be there.
By taking them out of that college, we will create
450 positions for people who want to do
vocational courses. Is niot that a laudable
objective? That would be denied, of course, if the
member for Gosniells had his way.

The member for Gosnells has said that the
technical colleges are the places where TAE
students should be trained. I would dispute that.
It is my objective to take all the TAIE students out
of the technical colleges in Western Australia, for
various reasons. One is that TAE students are
denying places to the young people who want to
do vocational courses. The second reason is that it
is infinitely more costly, as far as the State is
concerned, for a young person to do a TAE course
in a technical college than in a high school,
because the rates for the teachers in the technical
colleges are different from those in the high
schools. On that basis alone, we should take them
out of the technical colleges. The third point is
that the results in the high schools are infinitely
superior to the results in the technical colleges,
even though the cost of the latter education is
much greater.

Mr Wilson: Who will administer the senior
colleges?

Mr GRAYDEN: 1 am not talking about the
senior colleges now. Let members opposite be
absolutely clear that we can train TAE students
much more effectively, and at a much lower cost,
in our senior high schools than in the technical
colleges.

Mr B. T. Burke: How much cheaper?
M r G RA Y DEN: That is one reason we wa nt to

take the TAE students out of our technical
colleges.

Mr B. T. Burke7 How much cheaper?

M r G RAY DEN: I t is not a question of bei ng so
much cheaper. However, the rates of pay and
other things associated with the salaries in the
technical colleges are infinitely higher than for
the comparable situation in the high schools.

Mr B. T. Burke: It is niot infinite; but how
much will it save?

Mr GRAYDEN: Goodness gracious, we do not
have enough money to do what we want to do. It
would be ridiculous in the extreme if we
squandered money in this way. IF we could do a
thing more effectively and more cheaply, would it
not be absolute madness if we were to build new
technical colleges, as the member for Gosnells has
suggested, when half our high schools will be at
half strength and less?

Mr Pearce: That is as ridiculous as saying that
the high schools are overcrowded, but there are
vacancies in the, pre-primary division.

Mr GRAYDEN: Members of the Opposition
are talking about building technical colleges at
huge costs. If would probably cost us $8 million to
build a technical college-

Mr Pearce: You denied you were hoping to save
money.

Mr GRAYDEN: -rather than utilising the
existing space.

Mr Pearce: I said you hoped you would save
building two technical colleges because of this.

Mr GRAYDEN: For a different reason. These
are not technical colleges, but senior high schools.
The member for Gosniells ought to be able to
grasp that fact. The fact is that our technical
colleges are bursting at the seams; but in a few
years time 21 senior high schools in the
metropolitan area will be seriously below
strength. Is is not common sense that we should
utilise the accommodation in 21 high schools?

Mr Bryce: Would not your resource boom Fix
that?

Mr GRAYDEN: In moving this motion, the
Opposition has not put forward any arguments
which would carry any weight in respect of
reversing the decision which the Government has
made, on the advice of the Education
Department, of course. We have a situation in
Western Australia where, on the latest figures, we
will require 10000 skilled or semi-skilled
tradesmen in this area alone. Our technical
colleges simply are not in a position at the
moment to cope with the young people who
require the training to meet this need, because the
colleges are cluttered up with TAE students.

We want to remove the TAE students from the
existing technical colleges, to make places
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available for the young people who want to do the
courses-

Mr Wilson: H-ow many TAE students are in the
technical colleges?

Mr GRAYDEN: There are 450 in Leederville
alone,

Let us look at the concept of the senior colleges.
They will cater for four types of people.

While touching on this matter I want to say at
the outset that any district which is going to have
a senior college is fortunate indeed. These colleges
will be a boon in the society in which we live.
They are a relatively new concept in Western
Australia, although they are quite common in the
Eastern States and in other parts of the world.
Here we have a situation in which we are offering
to set up senior colleges in locations which will
benefit two suburbs. Such colleges are unlike
anything which exists in this part of the country,
but members opposite are doing their utmost to
impede that proposition being put into effect. The
people in those areas will forever be grateful for
the fact that those colleges have been set up.

Members should look at the types of people
who will use the colleges. Firstly could I say in
respect of the senior colleges chat they will be
quite unlike technical colleges or senior high
schools. They will have an adult ethos and there
will be an emphasis on adulthood.

Mr Wilson: Who will administer them?
Mr GRAYDEN: The member will find out

about that in a minute. Young people will have
the opportunity to work in an adult environment.
Up to a point, the atmosphere in these colleges
will be very like that of a university campus.
Therefore, young people who have left school
some time previously and wish now to return to
school to improve their education or change their
vocations will be able to work in an adult
atmosphere. Those young people do not want to
return to a senior high school. It is possible they
are accustomed to smoking and frequently they
club together and live in groups to make the most
of the money available to them. In many eases
these young people are used to driving motor
vehicles.

As a result of the adult ethos which will prevail
in these senior colleges, the young people to whom
I have referred will have the freedom they
require. They will be able to travel to school in
their motor vehicles and, if they choose to do so,
they will be able to smoke. We shall certainly do
our utmost to discourage smoking, but if they
want to do so, it is their business.

Mr Bryce: Have you been listening to the
member for Mt. Hawthorn?

Mr GRAYDEN: So we will have a situation in
which these young people will return to school in
an adult atmosphere. They will be grateful for
this opportunity, because they will have the
privilege of attending a senior college.

Let us look again at another group which will
attend these institutions in an endeavour to
understand their value in areas such as Bentley or
Tuart Hill. Children who are attending school-to-
work transition courses will be able to attend
these senior colleges. These children make up a
very special group, because in many cases they
have left school, possibly with poor academic
results. They have been unsuccessful in obtaining
employment, but after attending a school-to-work
transition course almost invariably they are
completely remnotivated and we have an
extraordinarily high success rate in placing them
in employment.

The results of the school-to-work transition
programmes operating at the moment are so good
that in some cases, after three months'
attendance, 80 per cent of the young people
obtain employment. The style of teaching at these
courses is completely different from conventional
teaching. The teachers are able to use their
initiative, they concentrate on these children and
make school inviting for them. lBy using these
methods, excellent results are achieved.

We believe the adult environment of a senior
college will be beneficial to these young people.
Frequently they have been out on the streets and
unable to obtain employment, they will return to

shobe remotivated, and we will have a
continuation of the high success rate as far as
obtaining employment is concerned. Is that not a
wonderful concept? Will not the young people
who live in the Bentley flats-that horrible
monstrosity-welcome a senior college of this
kind? Of course they will!

Members should think of the number of adults
in the Bentley and Tuart Hill areas and their
surrounds and consider how many would like to
return to school. These senior colleges will provide
adults with that opportunity.

We do not want the groups of which I am
speaking to return to our senior high schools. It is
true that, in some cases, this works and we have a
situation at Kelmscott where 100 adults have
successfully fitted into the high school scene.
However, most of these people are women and a
number of the other people about whom we are
talking would not accept the discipline of a high
school. Therefore, we want them to be able to
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attend a senior college where a different
atmosphere will prevail.

The senior colleges will provide an exciting
environment for students and staff alike. The
member for Gosnells referred to another group
and the Commonwealth Government talked about
these people also. They are not involved in a
school-to-work transition course. Quite obviously
the Commonwealth Government has not made
any plans in respect of these young people,
because if it had we would know about them.

Mr Pearce. They are making the plans and
giving you the money.

Mr GRAYDEN: However, the Commonwealth
Government has been making representations to
us on this subject for a long time. It has been
saying, "Can you find room in your senior high
schools for groups of young people who have left
school and that we would like to see return to
schooil" That is all that has been done by the
Commonwealth Government.

We do not know how such a proposal will be
financed or what sorts of inducements will be
given to the students to encourage them to return
to school. It is clear the great majority of the
young people will be receiving unemployment
benefits and they would certainly not attend a
senior high school and be subject to the discipline
which prevails there.

Mr Pearce: So you will cut off their dole
payments.

Mr GRAYDEN: I do not know what the
Commonwealth Government will do.

Mr Pearce: There are no prizes for guessing!
Mr GRAYDEN: I imagine the young people

involved would be given some sort of tertiary
allowance if they-went back to school.

Mr Pearce: Would thc allowance amount to the
same sum as the dole payment?

Mr GRAYDEN: How can members of the
Opposition stand up in this House and say that
this particular group should not be helped?
Frequently these young people have left school
with low academic results and poor qualifications.
How can members opposite say these people
should not be invited back into the school System
and that educational opportunities should not be
provided for them?

M r Pearce: They can come back i nto the school
system at any time. It is not compulsory to leave
school.

Mr GRAYDEN: The member for Gosnells
knows very well that a child who has experienced
a certain amount of freedom after leaving school
will not want to return to a senior high school and

subject himself to the discipline which prevails
there. It should be borne in mind also chat such
young people would be a disruptive influence to
students attending the high school. We would not
want that group returning to the high schools.

Mr Pearce: That group is not going to go back
to school no matter what!

Mr GRAYDEN: I ask the member for
Gosnells what he is fearful of.

Mr Pearce: I am fearful they will lose their
unemployment benefits if they go back to school.

Mr GRAYDEN: We are a little more
concerned about the education of these young
people and we want to give them a good start in
life. We will make this possible by providing
educational opportu n ities in senior colleges.

I should like to see the member for Gosnells or
any other member opposite speak about this
matter on the pubtic platform. They will certainly
have the opportunity to do so one of these days.

Mr Pearce: You have it tonight.
Mr GRAYDEN: Members opposite are doing

their best to turn the meeting tonight into a public
forum, instead of having a discussion with the
parents, which was what we requested should be
done. Members opposite are bringing in all the
nuts from around the countryside to attend the
meeting tonight.

Several members interjected.
Mr GRAYDEN: I shall tell the House what

happened the other day.
Mr Pearce: I am pleased to hear that!
M r Bryce: Are you referring to the

departmental heads?
Mr Parker: Who are these "nuts"?
Mr GRAYDEN: I shall tell members what

happened the other day. At a school in Tuart Hill
an announcement was made and the children
were lined up on the oval. That was all very well,
but then the adults moved in with their activist
pamphlets to tell the little children of Tuart Hill
how they could cause the maximum amount of
disruption.

Mr Pearce; Are these the adults who are going
to go to senior colleges?

Mr GRAYDEN: These people were aided and
abetted by members opposite. I suggest we
examine the attitude displayed by members
opposite over the last few days. Everyone who
could jump on the band wagon has done so.
Members opposite are creating a bun Fight
tonight, but I intend to ensure it will be an
educational process and the theme of the meeting
will be the discussion of the situation from an

1061



1062 [ASSEMBLY)

educational point of view and the answering of
questions asked by adults.

Mr Parker: Who are these "nuts"?
Mr GRAYDEN: The Director General of

Education-

Mr Parker: He is one, is he'?
Mr GRAYDEN: -with his staff is responsible

for putting forward this proposal. Who is more
suitable than the Director General of Education
to put forward the educational point of view at
tonight's meeting and to answer questions in
relation to the various schools to which the
children will go? The meeting will be conducted
on that basis.

M r Cla rko: W illI he get a fa ir heari ng?
Mr GRAYDEN: I have said that I will not

permit the Director General of Education to go to
the meeting unless he has the opportunity to
speak for 30 to 40 minutes so that he is able to
put the full case. Then all the other speakers who
are to attend the meeting will have the same
amount of time to speak. I do not intend to allow
the Director General of Education to attend the
meeting and be shot at by people like the member
for Gosnells and other members of the
Opposition. I certainly would not tolerate that.

I have told the Director General that unless the
meeting is conducted on that basis, he should
leave immediately and he will do so, because he is
there to talk to the parents.

I have written already to approximately 1 500
parents to tell them the precise position. I have
met the representatives of the P&C. We intend to
have a series of meetings and I shall have ample
opportunity to talk to everyone. We intend to
ensure that the issue raised tonight by members
opposite is debated in its entirety. We do not
intend to allow the Opposition to move a motion
such as this and, after talking about it for a
certain time, slide off the subject at Its
convenience and return to it on some other
occasion. Members opposite have started this
debate and I intend to finish it.

I have a great deal to say, because it is
imperative that I touch on a number of points.
The meeting tonight will be a most interesting
exercise, because, for the first time, the parents I n
the Tuart Hill area will be told the reasons the
Education Department has made this decision.
They will have an opportunity to ask questions of
the Director General of Education.

Mr Bryce: Aren't you going?
Mr GRAYDEN: I am going to be here tonight

debating this particular motion.

Mr Bryce: You arc going to talk yourself into a
job in the Chamber.

Mr GRAYDEN: Members opposite have made
the statements and we intend to nail them to the
mast with those statements. We do not intend to
let members opposite get away with some of the
statements they have made,

Mr Bryce: Have you instructed your director
general to tell the meeting that you are confined
to chambers tonight?

Mr GRAYDEN: I certainly have not. There is
certainly no suggestion of that. We are debating a
motion in respect of these particular schools and I
do not intend to terminate my remarks in a few
minutes simply to suit the whim of the
Opposition. 1 intend to deal with all matters
which are of consequence

I believe, Sir, this may be an opportune time to
take questions.

M r Bryce: You have two minutes to go!

Leave to Continue Speech

Mr GRAYDEN: I move-
That I be given leave to continue my

speech at a later stage of the sitting.
Motion put and passed.
Debate thus adjourned.

SIflI NG OF THE HOUSE

Easter Eve

THE SPEAKER (Mr Thompson): I wish to
announce that, as it is intended the House will
rise at approximately 1 .30 p.m. tomorrow and as I
anticipate questions without notice will probably
be taken at about 1.00 p.m.. I believe it would be
appropriate for Ministers' replies to questions to
be in the hands of the Clerks and ready for
publication by noon tomorrow. Any answers to
questions which are not in the hands of the Clerks
by noon tomorrow will have to be postponed until
the next day of sit ting.

QUESTIONS
Questions were taken at this stage.

EDUCATION: BENTLEY AND
TUART HILL HIGH SCHOOLS

Closure: Motion

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting.

MR GRAYDEN: (South Perth-Minister for
Education) 15.52 p.m.]: Prior to question time I
was speaking of the situation which obtained in
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the new senior colleges and the [our groups which
would be involved. Those groups are adequately
catered for in our present school system but the
implication of this motion is that the senior
colleges will alter the situation.

The member for Gosnells has spoken in terms
of the Government's attempting to avoid building
extra technical colleges. He said we should be
building more colleges. At the moment, we have
senior high schools which are not utilised
adequately. In the circumstances it may be worth
while to inform members of the House of the
position in this regard.

This year we will spend $433 million from the
Consolidated Revenue Fund, and that money will
be spent on primary schools, secondary schools,
and technical education; that is almost 24 per cent
of the State Budget. However, that is a fictitious
figure-

Mr Pearce: You mean you just made it up?
Mr GRAYDEN: -because another $48

million or so will be spent by the Public Works
Department and other departments for the
maintenance of school buildings, etc. So, that sum
should be added to the $433 million which makes
the amount spent about 26 per cent of our State
Budget.

Mr Skidmore: Is there something wrong with
that'?

Mr GRAYDEN: The figure of 26 per cent is
taken from our current expenditure; however, we
should include the Metropolitan Water Board and
the SEC in those figures. Without them we would
arrive at a figure of 33 per cent of our annual
recurrent expenditure in this State which is
directed to primary, secondary, and technical
education.

Mr B. T. Burke: What percentage should it be?
What percentage should we aim at?

Mr GRAYDEN: I am saying that it amounts
to approximately 33 per cent of our State Budget
and that is only a fraction of what is being spent
on education in this State.

We have that great institution, WAIT, and we
have two huge universities as well as four colleges
of advanced education. We have two autonomous
colleges in the north and one in the eastern
goldfields. We have all this in addition to the 33
per cent.

Mr B. T. Burke: I made a quick calculation and
I make it 102 per cent of the State Budget.

Mr GRAYDEN: What is the member talking
about? It is obvious the member has not absorbed
what I have said.

Despite the fact that these amounts are being
spent on education in this State, the Opposition
states that we must not make use of the buildings
we have and it does not matter that 21 senior high
schools in the metropolitan area are under-
utilised. Opposition members feel we should be
building more colleges at an approximate cost of
$7 million or $8 million each. What an
irresponsible attitude! It takes one's breath away
when one considers that the Opposition could be
so irresponsible. Despite the fact that 21 high
schools are under-utilised, they have turned a
blind eye to the situation and have said that it
does not matter where the money comes from: it
is of no consequence. Of course, the money comes
from the taxpayers.

Mr Bertram: It is absolute nonsense.
Mr GRAYDEN: That is what the Opposition

is advocating.
Mr Bertram: Don't talk nonsense.
Mr GRAYDEN: That is precisely what

Opposition members have said.
Mr Bertram: You are wasting a great deal of

money.
Mr Clarko: The Opposition does not waste

money because it is never in Government to do so.
Mr GRAYDEN: It costs more to train TAE

students in technical colleges than it does to train
them in high schools and Opposition members
should be aware of that. Do they wish us to
promote such a situation where taxpayers' money
would be squandered and at the same time deny
people the opportunity to attend technical
colleges? What a pathetic situation we have here:
we have a motion put forward by members of the
Opposition which is without a single argument.
Opposition members are bereft of any arguments
against this proposal.

The proposal for the students is a wonderful
thing. It will provide new opportunities in life and
will continue to do so for many years to come.
However, Opposition members have put forward
this motion.

Mr Clarko: We could save money and spend it
on some other education programme.

Mr GRAYDEN: That is the whole point of my
argument. We could save money which would
otherwise be wasted and could be used for new
initiatives. However, the members of the
Opposition say we should squander the money
and disregard those people who are in urgent need
of assistance.

We have heard talk of an increased textbook
subsidy yet the Opposition would squander
millions of dollars over many years. However
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their opposition was put forward for one reason
and one reason only;, that was to gain some cheap
political advantage at the expense of the students
a nd tax payers of t his Sta le.

We in Western Australia most certainly do not
want a situation similar to that which applies in
the Eastern States as a result of the irresponsible
actions of the members of the teachers' unions
thcre, We do not wish to see a situation such as
that which obtains in Victoria where there is a
strike almost every day because of union
militancy. That is what has occurred in
Government schools in the Eastern States. At the
instigation of their parents, students are leaving in
droves because the parents will not allow their
children to be subjected to education of that kind.

Parents will not put their children into schools
to be brainwashed by irresponsible union militants
who should not be in the education system.

Mr Parker: Are you saying they should be
sacked?

Mr GRAYDEN: May I enlarge on that far the
member? We have a regulation in the Education
Department which says that politics are to be left
out of the classroom. We want our teachers to be
apolitical;, what they do when they leave the
classroom is their business. Let me say that if one
teacher-I do not care whether he be communist,
Labor, or anything else-

Opposition members: What about Liberal?
Mr GRAYDEN: -1 said, "or

anything"-starts injecting politics into the
classroom he will be out of the education system.
It is as cut and dried as that. If anyone knows of a
teacher doing that I would very much like to hear
of it.

Mr Barnett: Would you take a complaint from
me about a teacher at Rockingham?

Mr GRAYDEN: As I said, our teachers are
expected to be apolitical, and they are, except for
a handful of union militants. There is plenty of
evidence of that.

Mr H-arman: Why don't you name them?
Mr GRAYDEN: We have seen so much of the

union militancy in the last few weeks.
Mr Jamieson: Some of the principals are

hopeless.
Mr GRAYDEN: Of course they are, and some

should not be principals.
Mr Harman: Why don't you name them?
Mr GRAYDEN: A public servant cannot make

statements Criticising the Government of this
State. That is the position which obtains in the
Public Service; there are regulations against

public servants doing that. Such restrictions do
not apply in the Education Department because a
Labor Government removed them. That gave the
opportunity for militants, encouraged by the
Teachers' Union, to be vocal. They are vocal
whenever they see an opportunity to embarrass
the Government or the opportunity to disrupt law
and order. It is anl extraordinary situation which
does not apply in the Public Service. Yet a
teacher in the Education Department can do
anything he likes. That is certainly tolerable and I
think it is a desirable state of affairs whilst
teachers exercise a degree of responsibility.

However, we saw in the last few weeks the
Principal of the Belmont Senior High
School-who is a Labor candidate, of
course-making the most atrocious statements
which were deliberately untrue. That principal
was actually scaring parents; he said there were
bare electric wires at the school. However, when
Public Works Department officers visited the
school for about the 300th time in that year they
found they were not electric wires but telephone
wires, and they were not bare, anyway. That was
an irresponsible statement on the part of the
senior principal. Imagine a senior principal who is
irresponsible to that extent! How can the principal
of a high school-

Several members interjected.
Mr Bateman: Are you going to sack him?
The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister will

resume his seat. The interjections will cease.
Mr GRAYDEN: Mr Speaker, we have had

other statements. Just listen to some of these
statements made by teachers.

M r Pa rker: A re you goi ng to sack t he Pr inci palI
of the Bclmoiit Senior High School? You just said
he should be sacked,

Mr Clarko: No he didn't.
Mr Bateman: Yes he did.
Mr GRAYDEN: I said that if a principal of a

high school makes irresponsible statements which
are completely untrue he is not fit to be the
principal of a high school.

Mr Parker: And you then said he should be
sacked.

Mr GRAYDEN: It is quite obvious that we
must give a great deal of consideration to new
regulations. Just listen to some of the statements
which have been made. We saw an article in The
Sunday Times under the heading "Teachers plan
protest march". A teacher, Mr Ray Williamson,
of Bentley Senior High School said he thought
thc opposition would prove considerably
embarrassing to the department. Another teacher,
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Mr Keith Schilling. said it was astonishing that
the views and advice of the staff at the schools
concerned had not been sought and that they had
to learn of their predicament through the media,

The article continues as follows-

I1 deplore a situation in which the
Director General gets his brains trust up on
the hill to come out with some half-baked pet
schemes and they are immediately
implemented," he said.

Here is a teacher saying that about the Director
General or Education-

Mr Parker: What is wrong with that?

Mr GRAYDEN: -and he is in charge of a
class.

Several members interjected.
Mr GRAYDEN: One can imagine what would

happen ir that Were anywhere but Western
Australia; the teacher would be out of the door so
quickly that it would not matter.

Several members interjected.
Mr GRAYDEN: What sort or person would

make a statement to that effect?
Several members interjected,

The SPEAKER: Order! The interjections will
cease. If members continue with persistent
interjections I will have to take some action.

M r Skidmore: Why doesn't he behave himselr?

The SPEAKER: Order! I warn the member for
Swan that if he interjects again I will have to take
some action.

Mr Skidmore: That will not worry me one little
bit.

The SPEAKER: I ask the member for Swan to
apologise for having obviously decided to
challenge the authority or the Chair.

Mr Skidmore: Mr Speaker. I did not challenge
the authority of the Chair at all.

The SPEAKER: Well, 1 ask the member to
desist from interjecting and I warn him that if he
interjects again I shall name him.

Mr Skidmore: That is your privilege.

The SPEAKER: I name the member for Swan.

Suspension of Member

Sir CHARLES COURT: I move-
That the member for Swan be suspended

from the service of the House.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result-

Mr Blaikie
Mr Clarke
Sir Charles Court
Mr Coyne
Mrs Craig
Mr Crane
Mr Crayden
Mr Grewar
Mr Hassell
M r Herzfeld
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr Laurance

Mr Barnetc
M r Bryce
Mr B. T. Burke
M rT. J. Burke
Mr Carr
Mr Davies
Mr E. T. Evans
Mr H. D. Evans
Mr Harman

Ayes
Mr Rushtan
Mr Mensaros
Dr Dadour
Mr MacKinnon
M r Sode man

Ayes 24
M r N anovich
M r O'Connor
Mr Old
Mr Sibson
M r Spriggs
M r Stephens
M r Trethowa n
Mr Tubby
Mr Watt
Mr Williams
Mr Young
Mr Shalders

Noes 18
Mr Hodge
M r Jamieson
M rT. H. Jones
Mr Parker
Mr Pearce
Mr Skidmore
Mr Taylor
Mr Wilson
M r Bateman

Pairs
Noes

Mr Mclver
Mr Bridge
Mr Tonkin
Mr Bertramn
Mr Crill

(Teller)

(Teller)

Motion thus passed.
The member for Swan left the Chamber.

Sittring suspended from 6.12 t o 7.30 p. m.
Debate (on motion) Resumed

Mr GRAYDEN: Prior to the tea suspension I
was speaking about statements made by some
teachers during this dispute which were
extraordinarily irresponsible and were not worthy
of the people concerned. One I referred to was by
a M r Keit h Sch illing w ho said-

[ deplore a situation in which the Director
General gets his brains trust up on the hill to
come out with some half-baked pet schemes
and they are immediately implemented ...

That statement is absolutely untrue. It is not a
question of a pet scheme being immediately
implemented. The department has considered this
matter over a period of several years. Two years
ago it was actually contemplating closing down
high schools in the State. Graylands was one of
them. The department realised that in certain
areas, if the remaining schools were to be viable,
some schools had to be closed.

Earlier [ mentioned that we have meetings once
a month between officers of the department and
members of WACSSO. They have discussed the
declining numbers of students in high schools over
a period of years. Yet here this teacher makes the
sort or statement I quoted. It was an irresponsible
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statement and typical of the type to which 1 have
been referring.

This happens only because people who work in
the Public Service are prevented from making
statements of this kind. but that restriction has
been lifted in the Education Department. This
sort of statement is extremely harmful to the
entire education system in this State.

We all know what is happening in the Eastern
States as a consequence of this type of thing.
Schools there arc closing down and others are
being amalgamated. I will get the figures for New
South Wales because I am sure they will be
revealing to members of the Opposition. Schools
are closing down in that State because of
diminishing enrolments and because the
population in that State is declining as a result of
policies pursued by that State Government.

Mr Harman: I wish you would quote figures
and where you got them from. You are a great
one for generalising but you never stick to bhe
facts.

Mr GRAYDEN:. All I am saying is-and it is
no wonder the member does not realise this-that
throughout New South Wales the population is
declining and student enrolments are declining,
causing schools to be closed down.

Mr Harman: Whereabouts?
Mr GRAYDEN: Throughout New South

Wales. Some schools are being closed, and others
amalgamated. This is typical of the member for
Maylands. He cannot absorb the fact that in New
South Wales under a Labor Government the
population is declining because of the policies
pursued by that Government.

Several members interjected.
Mr GRAYDEN: Of course, there are strikes

throughout the education system there. We have
members in this place who would be supporting
the Teachers' Union the avowed aim of which is
to introduce militancy into our education system.

Several members interjected.
Mr GRAYDEN: The member for Maylands

should be quiet and go back to the eastern
goldfields and the Warburton and concentrate on
the children he left out there to die.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr GRAYDEN: We have had these

irresponsible statements which are harmful to the
system. We in the Education Department permit
statements; we give teachers this latitude. But we
expect our teachers to be responsible. We expect
the statements they make to be accurate, but

unfortunately many are not. If we are to have a
continuation of statements of this kind which are
completely untrue, from teachers in our system
inspired by union militancy as a consequence of
efforts of the Opposition and the hierarchy of the
Teachers' Union, the statements will harm the
education system in this State and we will have to
do something about them. I will make certain of
that. We will introduce some sort of prohibition
on this sort of statement, the sort of prohibition
which exists throughout the Public Service in this
and other States.

Mr Harman: There should be accountability
for Ministers.

Mr GRAYDEN: Again I say that we have put
teachers in a privileged position. We removed
prohibitions on making statements of this kind on
the basis that teachers would act responsibly and
that the teachers concerned-unfortunatey in
some cases principals too-would at least ensure
the accuracy of their statments if they were
attacking their own department, as they are. So I
repeat that I will be watching the situiation very
closely indeed.

Point of Order

Mr BRYCE: Mr Speaker, no doubt you heard
the Minister preface his last statements with the
words "I shall repeat again". Since you have been
in the Chair during the Minister's remarks you
have no doubt heard him repeat as many as five
times some of the arguments he has used. It is
surprising to us all that the Minister should seek
to fillibuster in this place to run away fronm a
public meeting. It is not like him to do that. Can I
ask you to draw the Minister's attention to the
fact that it is highly disorderly to be repetitious?

The SPEAKER: I do not believe that so far in
his contribution the Minister has offended in the
way the member for Ascot contends he has
offended. However, [ indicate to the Minister that
I will be listening with great interest to ensure the
practices of this House and the Standing Orders
are not transgressed.

Debaie Resumed

Mr GRAYDEN: Could I say this7 Far from
trying to fillibuster I am anxiously trying to
complete my speech. I assure members I will not
be repeating myself. I am anxious not to take up
the time of the House for too long. I do not want
to deny members of the Opposition a chance to
speak. [ know that on this side of the 1Frouse we
have speakers who are interested in participating
in this debate. If I do not get too many
interruptions from the Opposition no doubt i will
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be able to finish what I have to say relatively
expeditiously. I have been talking about the kind
of statements being made by some teachers and I
indicate that in addition to this we have a
tremendous amount of union militancy.

Mr Parker: What has that to do with the
Bentley Senior High School?

Mr GRAYDEN: How accurate what I am
about to say is I do not know.

Mr Bryce: And you do not care.

Point of Order

Mr PEARCE: There was discussion last week
on the Standing Orders and the precedents of this
[louse which require a member to vouch for the
accuracy of items read to the House. Under those
circumstances I wonder whether it is in order for
the Minister to commence an assertion with the
words "I do not know how accurate this is", and
then launch into his speech.

The SPEAKER: Order! The practice of the
I-louse is that a member is responsible for what he
says. However, as I said last week, if any member
believes that the House is being wilfully misled by
another member's contribution to the debate it is
for that member to move the appropriate motion.
In my view there has been no offence against the
Standing Orders committed.

Debate Resumed

Mr GRAYDEN: The members of the
Opposition will be able to vouch for the accuracy
or otherwise of what I am about to say because I
am about to ask them a particular question. The
statement made to me today was to the effect that
the editor of The Western Teacher had been
sacked and another had been appointed or was
about to be appointed for the sole purpose of
trying to make the paper more militant in order
that more teachers who are inclined that way will
become outspoken about the education system.

Mr Pearce: It is not true.

Mr GRAYDEN: I cannot vouch for the
accuracy of that comment but members opposite
ought to know whether the editor has been sacked
for this reason.

Mr Parker: It is not true.
Mr GRAYDEN: I believe it could be for that

purpose.
Mr Parker: I have just told you it is not true.
Mr GRAYDEN: We have had this upsurge of

union militancy in the Education Department as a
consquence of the union's activities.

Mr Bryce: This is the sixth time in this
Minister's meanderings he has said that.

Mr GRAYDEN: I suggest that the union
should watch itself.

Mr B. T. Burke: Now for the threats.
Mr GRAYDEN: Do members know what we

do in Western Australia-it is absolutely
unbelievable. A lot of people would not know it
and so I will tell them for the first time.

Mr B. T. Burke: This is the first time we have
had a Minister who is functionally illiterate.

Mr GRAYDEN: We have 13 000 fully paid
teachers paying $80 or so a year in union fees.

Mr Clarke: It would be much inure than that.
Mr GRAYDEN: That would be a minimum.

Mr Clarko: It would be much higher ihan
$100.

Mr B. T. Burke: I hope you are right.
Mr GRAYDEN: Let us assume it is $100 from

each teacher. Immediately we have $1.3 million
being extracted from the teachers in our
education system and paid into the coffers of the
union. Is it any wonder therefore that the union
wants to be militant. It has to justify itself. But
this is the crunch. We in the Education
Department collect those union dues from our
teachers. We have been prepared to do this in the
past on the basis of the union acting responsibly.
What the union has done recently is the height of
irresponsibility.

I am simply saying this: I am watching its
activities with a great deal of interest. I am also
collating some of the statements being
made-many of which are blatantly untrue-by
the teachers who are injecting this degree of union
militancy into our schools at the instigation of the
union. Very 'shortly we will have the situation
where because the union is so irresponsible the
department will not undertake the task of
collecting that $1.3 million.
Mr B. T. Burke: Blackmail!.
Several members interjected.
Mr GRAYDEN: I imagine the great majority

of teachers in Western Australia will withdraw
from that union because the great majority are
Liberals anyway and do not want a bar of union
militancy.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The House will conic

to order! The level of interjections will cease.
otherwise I must take some action.

Mr GRAYDEN: So, we have arrived at an
interesting point in the development of education
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in Western Australia in respect of union militancy
and the dues which are paid to the union by our
teachers each year. The State Government
collects those dues, $1.3 million or more, and
hands them over to the union which has one
interest in lire, and that is to distort the truth in
an attempt to justify its position to the teachers of
Western Australia.

Is it any wonder that die union would seize
upon an issue such as that occurring at Tuart Hill
Senior Hligh School? Is' it any wonder that it
seized upon the situation at Bentley Senior High
School? Is it any wonder! Hlow else can the union
maintain its officers in highly-paid positions? Can
those officers justify having each teacher pay
$100 or more each year in union dues? Most of
the young teachers have been struggling for years
to obtain qualifications and then this rapacious
union comes along and insists upon its $100. Let
us see how long this situation continues,

Several members interjected.
Mr GRAYDEN: Let us see what happens so

far as union militancy in Western Australia is
concerned. I assure you. Mr Speaker, that I would
not for one minute be prepared to see a
continuation of what is happening at present. I
simply say to the union "LTake heed because
somewhere along the line if you want to maintain
that building you have to realise that building you
have down there, built at vast expense to house
your people, you will have to realise that you
cannot remain there once we stop collecting those
union fees. You simply will not be paid to be this
disruptive force in our education system."

Mr Harman interjected.
Mr ORAYDEN: The member for Maylands

should think about those little kids who were on
the point of dying when he walked away from
them. Actually, one died.

Mr B. T. Burke: I think you arc going through
a change of life.

Mr Bateman: What a disgraceful effort.
Mr GRAYDEN: I want to explain the position,

but I do not think I will have an opportunity to do
so because of these constant interruptions.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr GRAYDEN: I will touch on a few other

matters.
Mr Bryce: Only if you haven't touched on them

already.
Mr B. T. Burke: Six times.
Mr GRAYDEN: I will touch on this breach of

confidence by the union which is another matter

involved in this issue. The union went around the
countryside saying it was not consulted. Of
course, we have had meetings with the union for
years, although the decision was made by
Cabinet, Dr Mossenson, the Director General of
Education in Western Australia, and certain
union officers. The sequence of events was as
follows-

In fact, as early as the 20th March 198 1,
the union had been made aware that there
was a proposal to remove full-time TAE
students from technical colleges. On that
date the Director-General of Education, Dr
D. Mossenson, responded to an earlier union
letter outlining that whilst there was no firm
proposal the matter was under discussion and
at a stage when an informal briefing of senior
union members was appropriate.

In response to this invitation a meeting was
held between the Director-General, Mr
Negus, four members of the union and two
technical college principals. The Director-
General described fully and frankly the
proposed arrangement with respect to
phasing in the new senior colleges.

Mr Negus indicated to the Director-
General that it would be necessary For him to
discuss specific aspects with other union
members in order to frame his response. The
Director-General accepted that some
discussion on specific points would be
necessary but requested that the essential
confidentiality of the information provided to
the union be maintained at this stage. I am
advised that a meeting of the emergency
committee of the Teachers' Union was called
at which the information provided by the
Director-General was discussed at length.
This committee then passed a formal
resolution to oppose the proposal and, as a
result, a formal deputation was received by
the Director-General on the afternoon of 61h
April.

From that point on the Education
Department and members of the Parliament
were plagued with telephone inquiries
seeking confirmation of details of the
proposed change.

The Department then requested that
cabinet make an early decision on the matter
and this request was acceded to in order to
clarify the situation for all concerned.

From the point where the union went out and in
breach of confidence called a meeting of its
emergency committee bedlam broke loose. The
department was inundated with telephone calls
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from teachers in technical colleges throughout the
metropolitan area. As a consequence of that
members of Parliament in this House received
similar telephone calls. The union deliberately
created an incredible air of uncertainty. People
did not know whether their college would be
abolished, or what would happen.

The people who attended early eonferences
with the director general were told that
immediately the announcement was made or the
decision was approved by Cabinet the department
would send into the senior high schools a team of
people to describe in detail what would happen to
the schools and the teachers, Of course, the
department did that the day after the decision
was made, but the decision was not made until
long after the union was taken into the
department's confidence.

Another aspect is that the decision was made in
a hurry because of the urgent request by the
Education Department for the Cabinet to do so.
The department said the situation from its point
of view was absolutely intolerable: it was being
inundated with telephone calls and could not say
whether a certain thing would happen. It pleaded
with the Government to make an early decision,
and that early decision arose as a resultI of the
E~ducation Department's request. All this
nonsense that has been going on is, of course,
absolute rubbish!

I do not want to take up too much time-
Several members interjected.
Mr GRAYDEN: -but I want to state the

position in respect of that breach of confidence.
We said we would take the union into our
confidence, and we were repaid in the way I
outlined. I can assure you, Mr Speaker. it will be
a long time before we again take the union into
our confidence in that way. That is the
consequence of what happened on this occasion. I
want members to have the opportunity to make
further contributions to this debate, so I will skip
through some of the points I wish to make so that
they will have that opportunity.

The other day we had a very good meeting with
ihe union representatives. Incidentally, before the
decision was made I made sure absolutely that not
one teacher would be adversely affected from a
promotional point of view or so far as salaries
were concerned. Those assurances were given to
me, and the decision was made on that basis.

After the decision was made the team of
Education Department officers to whom I
referred went out to the high schools to sit down
with teachers and principals to discuss any
problems raised. No-one demurred. They may

have said that more consultation would be good.
but that was the only aspect brought up.

As a consequence of the meeting I had with
union officers the other day we arranged to have
meetings twice a week. The officers spoke about
having meetings once a month or something like
that, but I required meetings twice a week
because I want to ensure that any points of
concern teachers may have will be ironed out as
soon as possible. We will have two meetings a
week attended by several representatives of the
Teachers' Union and several from the Education
Department. They will sit down in the office
behind mine twice a week and stay there from
5.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. or until all the problems
are ironed out, and there will not be any problems
after that.

Mr B. T. Burke: Will you attend the meetings?
Mr GRAYDEN: I will be available to attend

the meetings whenever I am required. I now refer
to the position in respect of WACSSO which said
it did not require two meetings a week but would
be willing to have one a week. So, once a wveek
representatives fromt P & C organisations and
Education Department officers will sit down to
sort out problems, and after that there will not be
any problems because we will bend over
backwards to ensure that all the problems
affecting teachers and everyone else concerned
with these schools are solved to the satisfaction of
the people concerned if their requests are at all
reasonable.

I take strong exception to what the Opposition
stated tonight. We intended to go to the meeting
tonight with the object of meeting parents. What
the Opposition did was turn it into a public
meeting with the object of bringing people in from
all over the countryside, to make the matter a
political issue when it is an education issue. What
is taking place at the moment is similar to what
took place last night. Dr Mossenson will be at the
meeting tonight to say why we in the Education
Department made certain decisions, and to
answer any questions.

Certainly that is the reasonable way to
approach a problem of this kind; a course which is
in the best interests in every possible way of every
child and person in Western Australia. Yet the
Opposition sought to make it a political dog fight.
The importance of the matter so far as education
and the State Budget are concerned of course was
overlooked completely by the Opposition.

Several members interjected.
Mr GRAYDEN: One of the things which

appalled me in the statement by the member for
Gosnells was that he indicated his pessimism in
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regard to children who leave school with relatively
low achicvement results, go into the outside
world, and cannot obtain employment and
become completely dispirited. What we are doing
in these schools apart from catering for the other
three groups, is cater for the group mentioned by
the member. I will not dwell on that because that
would be in the category of repetition.

M r Bryce: What disci pl ine the M inister shows!
Mr GRAY DEN: Members can see I am trying

to skip through these points, Instead of being able
to develop my arguments I must skip over the
points in order to pander to the Opposition,

Several members interjected.

Mr GRAYDEN: This is another instance of
the way in which we bend over backwards to
accommodate the Opposition.

Mr Bryce: Mossenson will give your apology.
Mr GRAYDEN: He will be there to outline

our position from an education point of view. He
will not give an apology, It will be a triumph.
Everyone in that hall will recognise the validity of
the arguments Dr Mossenson will put forward.

I will return to the main thrust of my
'argument. I have indicated already we have had
meetings with WACSSO and the Teachers'
Union. I emphasise that certain matters exist on
which one cannot consult. How can a Government
go to a school and say "I am terribly sorry, we
intend to close down your school. Would you
mind?" Of course, the parents would be
suspicious-

Several members interjected.

Mr GRAYDEN: -about that or take
exception to it. Decisions of that kind musi be
made with the interests of the State and its
children in mind. We have alrcady pointed out in
this case that the change will enable surrounding
high schools to be educationally viable-all of
them by the closure of one school. We have
indicated that in the Eastern States schools are
being closed right and left and schools are being
amalgamated. Does the Opposition believe the
Government should go to the people and say "We
are terribly sorry we have to close your school. Do
you have any input?"

Mr B. T. Burke. You have to bludgeon them
through, don't you!

Mr GRAYDEN: I amn attempting to hurry over
some of these matters, but in doing so I am afraid
I am overlooking some of the major points. The
major point in this instance-

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask members to
desist from interj eeting. I 100 would like to hear
the major point.

Mr H. D. Evans: It's Mickey Mouse.
Mr GRAYDEN: The major point is that once

the decision was made it was the expressed
intention of the Government that all the people
involved would be catered for in subsequent
discussion. It was not the intention of the
Government to demolish the schools or suddenly
do something in a way that would cause
irreparable damage.

That decision indicated the intent of the
Government, but it was not to be implemented for
another 10 months. Nothing will happen for 10
months, and this will give every opportunity in the
world for the type of consultation referred to with
the parents, with the Teachers' Union, and with
the teachers themselves, in order that the
problems may be ironed out. The children at the
school now will not be affected because those in
year nine this year will continue at the same
school next year, and 60 per cent will attain the
Achievement Certificate. The students in year I I
this year will be permitted to remain next year,
and they will sit for the TAE examination next
year. The great majority of the children will not
be affected at all.

I am anxious to wind up my speech, so I will
not pursue that matter any further. I would like to
say that we are very fortunate in Western
Australia in that we have a wonderful teaching
staff. I can walk into a school anywhere in the
State unannounced and invariably I will find the
room festooned with the children's paintings or
other work. There are many examples in any
room one enters of the teachers' dedication to
their profession. This does not happen with just
one or two teachers, but with almost all the
13 000 teachers in our State.

Mr Bryce: Are these the same teachers who are
militants?

Mr GRAYDEN: People who come here from
the United Kingdom or the United States express
absolute astonishment at the standard of our
education system in Western Australia,

Mr H. D. Evans: Achieved by the militants, is
it'?

Mr GRAYDEN: They are amazed at the
dedication and high standard of training of our
teachers.

Mr Bateman: And the diligence of the union
Movement.

MrGRAYDEN: It is important we keep it ever
thus. We want to resist [he union militancy of the
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Eastern States and retain the kind of service we
have at the present time.

I do not intend to summarise my remarks
because I am most anxious that Opposition
members have the opportunity to contribute again
to the debate, and that my colleagues on this side
of the House have an opportunity also to
contribute. I am sorry, however, that I must keep
my speech brief for that reason, because there are
so many other points I would like to develop.

MR CLARI(O (Karrinyup) [8.02 p.m.]: We
must ask ourselves the main question: Is the
decision of the Government fundamentally sound?
I say it is! Because adults and those young people
who have left school early will be helped to gain a
better education and it will ensure better use of
our existing facilities.

The member for Gosnells said there are no
good reasons to close the Tuart Hill and Bentley
Senior High Schools. He went on to say that the
reason for the closure is money. I can put the lie
to that statement straightaway because for at
least a decade all the educators I know have said
that a fundamental problem in education is
adjusting to the technological age in which we
live. We have now entered the computer age, and
society must be retrained. In many cases members
or the work force must seek extra qualifications.

In addition to that fact, everyone knows that
the western world has just been through a few
years of recession. That recession has led to
significantly higher rates of unemployment than
in the past. It is agreed generally that we can do
two things for unemployed people who are unable
to obtain jobs because they have insufficient
qualifications: We can create a new educational
institution-or change an existing one-so that
these people can add to their qualifications, or
alternatively we can provide an opportunity for
them to overcome the weaknesses in their past
education. Either way we would make a major
contribution to resolving the problem.

Last July I visited one of the so-called
matriculation colleges in Canberra, although it is
no longer a matriculation college because it now
takes in many students of the type I have j .ust
described and it includes an additional group of
students who are on unemployment benefits but
who are able to retain their full benefits as long as
they study up to a maximum of eight hours a
week in basic areas such as mathematics and
English.

It is a total red herring for the member for
Giosnells to say that this proposal is related in any
way to avoiding paying the dole to 15-year-olds. I

may be wrong but I believe people are not eligible
for the dole until they reach the age of 16 years.

Under the present system a young person aged
16 years who has just left school is able to collect
$36 a week in unemployment benefits. These
people while living at home probably were lucky if
their parents paid them S5 a week pocket money.
By leaving school, the student is paid S36 a week.
That is not much of an inducement to keep him at
school.

We are talking about an education issue, and
the real thing is to do something for the students
who left school at an early age. Some young
adults, for various reasons, decide that they need
to upgrade their qualifications. Some relatively
mature people find that their qualifications are
below the level required for a new career they
wish to pursue.

Everyone in Western Australia knows that the
numbers in our metropolitan high schools are
diminishing rapidly. Let me say that is an
extremely good thing. I can remember when there
were 2 500 pupils at the John Curtin High School
in Fremantle. Under those circumstances there
was no way the students could receive a sound
education. In those days each level was broken up
into classes which were graded according to
ability and numbered through the alphabet. I
understand that in those days for the "first years"
at this school the alphabet was used up I 'A times,
and the educational standard was not too high in
class 1MM! Schools such as this were really
factories. I can say with great pride that within
my political party I was responsible for getting
that party to agree to a policy of high schools not
exceeding I 000 pupils.

Mr Wilson: That policy was never
implemented.

Mr CLARKO: The average population in our
high schools is around 1 000 pupils. No longer is
the average around I 500.

Mr Wilson: Because of the decreasing
population.

Mr CLARKO: The member for Dianella has
set himself up as an educational expert because he
once was the chairman of a kindergarten
committee. As far as I know he has never been a
teacher, and his academic qualifications are not of
a high order.

Mr Wilson: You are misinformed: totally
misinformed.

Mr CLARKO: As I understand it, his
knowledge of education was gained principally by
driving down streets with schools in them.
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Mr Pearce: What about you-you are as chick
as a brick!

Mr CLARKO: I am prepared to acknowledge
that the member for Dianella was once the
president of a kindergarten committee.

Several members interjected.
Mr CLARKO: I was responsible for

establishing more kindergartens in the City of
Stirling, and possibly in this State, than any other
person.

Mr H. D. Evans: Is there anything you don't
do?

Mr CLARKO: On many occasions the
Opposition tries to brand us as conservatives.

Several members interjected.
Mr CLARKO: I reject that description of

myself, in the same way that Opposition members
do not like to be referred to as socialists and
friends of the National Socialists of Germany. I
know the member for Morley does not like it
when I say that Hitler's Government was the
National Socialist Government.

I am a member of the Australian Liberal Party,
and there is a difference between being a member
of the Liberal Party and being a conservative. It is
often said that conservatives are afraid of change.
If ever there has been a political party in Western
Australia's history that is afraid of change it is
the Australian Labor Party in this State. We have
witnessed this particularly over the last decade or
in regard to education. I referred to kindergartens
a little while ago, and members will remember the
tremendous hooha which was inflamed by
members of the ALP when we brought in pre-
primary centres.

Several members interjected.
Mr CLARKO: That is the most significant

change in the education field in the last 20 or
more years. The children of five years of age-or
perhaps four-plus is a better way to describe
them-were able to attend pre-primary centres.
The age at which our children start school was
equal to the highest in Australia. So one would
have thought that many more of our children
would be in kindergartens than in the other
States. Despite that, we had the lowest percentage
of children in kindergartens of any State.

The Nott inquiry produced a report about
September, 1972. The Labor Party wais then in
government, and it rejected the recommendation
that something should be done about pre-primary
education. We took the action the committee had
recommended, and all we received was criticism.

Many teachers in the Education Department
also were afraid of this most desirable and

appropriate extension. A similar thing is
happening with the proposal we are discussing at
this minute-we want to do something
constructive and positive about a group of people
I have referred to as adults, people who would like
another chance at education. We are taking a step
which educators throughout the whole western
world believe is logical. We will be able to achieve
our objectives in the proposed senior colleges.

Over the last few days we have seen a lot of nit-
picking b y people who are trying to build up a
party political argument. I am not surprised about
the Opposition's attitude because most of its time
has been spent in Opposition. It is not used to
changes. Most of the schools in the State were
built by Governments of the same political
persuasion as the present one. As we are in
government most of the time, we are the party
that must make the decisions about change.
Change is occurring all the time. As well as the
industrial revolution and the agrarian revolution,
4here was the Stone Age-the members of the
Opposition are still in that-and now we are
embarking on the modern technological age.

Mr Bryce: I had to draw your attention to that.
Mr CLAR KO: People who left school about 10

years ago want another opportunity to seek
further qualifications. A new style in education
has developed in the last 10 years, and this is to
the credit of teachers, the Education Department,
and people associated professionally with
education. Parents are most keen that we should
provide relevant Courses, and they believe our
schools must be fully flexible. I know I will buy
into an argument, but I believe too many people
today are entering our tertiary institutions. The
qualifications of many of these people are
marginal, and the people themselves are not
prepared for hard study and swotting. Many of
these people would be best suited elsewhere.

There are burgeoning numbers in technical
education.

Mr Bryce: Feed them into the factories!
Mr CLARKO: Most people-including

me--want the Government to put much greater
emphasis on technical education, even if it is at
the expense of tertiary education.

M r H. D. Eva ns: And the th ree Rs.
Mr CLARKO: I know that the Labor Party

has tried to take up a position in regard to the
three Rs. I am surprised about that. The three Rs
are vitally important in all facets of education..

What we are doing at present is to ease the
tremendous pressures which are occurring at
certain of our technical schools. In the past, the
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Leederville Technical College has done a first-
class job. I know many, of the people who taught
TAE subjects at the Leederville Technical
College and they are all Fine people who have
done a good job. However, members should have
a look at the Leederville Technical College. It is
grossly overcrowded. I am certain there are many
people involved in technical education who think
it is tremendous that a decision has been made
that these people will not be required to attend a
technical college such as at Leederville, but
instead will undertake their TAE studies at a
senior college. There is no educational reason that
they must attend a technical college; it has just
been a matter of coincidence that Leederville
Technical College has been used for that purpose.

I appreciate that in the old days, problem
students would be sent from high schools to
Lecederville Technical College to undertake their
Junior Certificate studies and examination. Those
involved in the education game know that a
student who was playing up in fourth year very
often would be told by the principal. "Go and try
Leederville", and many did;, some succeeded, and
some did not.

If members have a look-as I did-at Canberra
matriculation colleges they would see people who
arc quite disparate in terms of their neatness,
dress, age and more importantly in terms of the
subjects they are studying. I think we would be
culpable in the extreme-to borrow a term used
by my colleague, the Minister for Education-if
we did not start to do something about more
adequately providing for the requirements of
technical education for adults, young people, and
all those other people to whom I have referred.

In addition, it is rumoured the Conimonwealth
Government will be keen to give support to
studies which take place in these colleges. I will
be surprised if the Commonwealth does not,
because I spoke to Mr Fife-who, I understand,
has been elevated to the Cabinet today-in
Canberra last year and previously, in Perth and,
as Federal Minister for Education he was most
keen to work out arrangements with the States so
that we could cater for the needs of these
particular people. Thus, we would be enabling
them to do better and to have greater
opportunities in the work force; it would improve
their chances in the first instance of obtaining
employment and would provide them with
opportunities to increase their qualifications to
better prepare them for more important jobs. This
is a principle in which I firmly believe and which
I have followed on previous occasions. As it turns
out for most people, higher qualifications
inevitably bring the opportunity to earn a higher

income. That is part of the Australian dream and
the great mobility we have in Western Australia
and Australia in general. It is important to know
that this is the consequence of the Government's
decision.

In addition, I am informed that enrolmnents in
these two areas of Bentley and Tuart Hill. each of
which presently has four high schools, has halved
from the peak levels of the late 1960s. Thus,
where there once were four high schools, only
three now are needed. If we do not take this
action, these schools will decline. It is a fact;
schools get their spirit from the liveliness and
drive which is part of a school. I have already said
I do not believe in a 2 500 enrolment. However, I
do believe in an enrolment of 1 000 students. In
addition, I believe that in the upper two levels of
year IlI and year 12, an ideal number of students
is about 150 at each level.

Mr Bryce: You did not spend much time in
country high schools.

Mr CLARKO: That is true, but I did teach at
a cotuntry high school with an enrolment of 500
pupils. I recall teaching economics to fourth year
.students and by the time they got to fifth year, I
found that only four students had enrolled for
Leaving economics. I am sure the member for
Ascot who I believe, like me, has taught quite
extensively the subjects of Leaving history,
geography, and economics would agree that a
teacher needs more than four students if he is to
achieve a proper enrichment and interaction
between the class.

Mr Bryce: I disagree; I think a class of that size
would be excellent.

Mr CLARKO: That has been my experience.
In the Katanning Senior High School, the largest
Leaving classes-apart from English, which had
an enrolment of about 20 students-tended to be
about 12 pupils. My readings on the subject and
my conversations with teachers I know indicate to
me that that is far too small a class.

Is it not tremendous that we can stand here in
April 1981 and talk about classes possibly being
too small? What a tremendous achievement!
What a great credit to this Government. We have
spent large sums on education and will continue
to spend more and more. If we are able to save
money-which surely the public want us to
do-by rationalising the system so that we can
achieve the best return for our educational dollar,
we should do so. 1 could not imagine anyone
arguing otherwise with any rationality.

That is what we are seeking to do. We are
living in an age of great change. Since I was born
in this fair State, the population has grown two or
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threefold. Tremendous changes have taken place.
I can remember the number of high schools when
I was at school. Perth Modern School was one.
The concept behind that school was altered by a
Labor Government. The Hawke Labor
Government was happy to change that school
from one type to another type. The then
Government changed Perth Modern School from
a so-called "elitist" school to an ordinary
-comprehensive" high school. The Labor Party
was quite happy to do that on ideological grounds
and brooked no criticism for its action.

However, today it is quite wrong for us 10
change Iwo high schools into senior colleges. The
then Labor Government was quite happy to close
down what was probably the best high school in
the whole of Australia. As far as I know, Perth
Modern School has only a couple of marks
against it: One is a chap named Hawke, and the
other is a chap named Coomnbes. That selective,
" gun" high school educated many people who
today are scattered all over Australia; they have
been a tremendous credit to the institution.

Mr Young: Hear, hear!
Mr CLARKO: It was a dreadful change, but

the then Labor Government made it, to the great
detriment of the leadership of Western Australia.
At the same time, members opposite are not
prepared to adopt any change to our education
systemn; basically, they are extremely conservative.
They are afraid to adapt to the needs of 198 1.

This Government is getting ready for the
coining years. I do not know whether the Minister
for Education would agree with me, but I would
like to see more of these senior colleges. I believe
they are essential.

Mr Pearce: More are coming. Other schools are
on the list for closure.

M r C LA RIKO: I look forward to a good sound
system of senior colleges doing the sorts of things
I have espoused.

Mr Pearce interjected.
Mr CLARKO: The member for Gosnells

should not sit there grumbling, with a face as sour
as vinegar. I would be happy for him to make an
educational point, and discuss it.

Mr Pearce: Are you prepared to see for each of
these senior colleges established a senior high
school closed?

Mr CLARKO: In some eases there will be
susiutos I am sure members would all
appreciate that the hearts or the capital cities of
Australia have changed dramatically in terms of
the number of school age children they produce.
This is inevitable. There was once a school in the

middle of St. George's Terrace and another one
where the Taxation Department building is
situated. I suppose the children of those days
feared that school as much as we fear the
Taxation Department.

If we started up a small village tomorrow, the
school would be in the centre of it. After a few
years have elapsed, the population would be
moving further and further out and all of a
sudden there would be a blight area in the middle
of the village and the numbers of children would
drop. If the numbers around Tuart Hill and
Bentley became whittled away overnight for some
reason, I am sure members opposite would not
insist on keeping the high schools open.

Mr Pearce: Isn't a corollary of what you are
saying that these senior colleges will be created in
areas where they are not needed?

Mr CLARKO: In my view, Tuitrt Kill is still a
very significant area to the north of Perth for
quite a wide range of people of the type about
whom I am talking, These senior colleges can be
more sparsely located than our high schools and
primary schools.

In fact-i may be buying an argument here-I
believe our primary schools are located too closely
together; and as a result we will run into all sorts
of problems regarding them in the future. Those
of us who represent areas like mine, on the
periphery of Perth, have experienced all these
changes. I have a friend who has five children,
each of whom started off in a different school,
even though my friend has never shifted house.
He and his wife were always complaining about
the cost of uniforms; they, could not hand them
down. All of us who have lived on the outer areas
of the metropolis have experienced similar
problems; it is inevitable, and I do not know how
we are going to solve it.

We are living in an age where we are on the
brink of the biggest population explosion in
Western Australia's history. Once all these
projects get off the ground and come to fruition,
there will surely be a dramatic increase in our
population. I assume it will not be very long
before our population is 1.5 million; it will
certainly be over one million in the metropolitan
area in a relatively short period. When that
happens, we are going to find there is a need for
more schools; we will need to change the system
to fit the needs of society at that time. These
needs continually change; the school curricula
change. What is taught even in the standard,
traditional subjects has changed a great deal since
my day. Some of us in this room have had a great
deal to do with trying to change the emphasis. for
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example from reaching students the history of
Europe to studying more about the history and
customs of Asia. Thai is a narrow interest area in
which I have been actively involved, and that is
what we as a Government will bc called upon to
do.

We are going to be here for a long time. I
doubt if we will ever sit on the opposite side of the
IHouse. As there will be changes in our
population. so there will be changes in the needs
of our society. We will need to do all sorts of
things which w'ill cater for the citizen of the year
2000. We must be prepared to change to meet the
changing needs of society.

H-ere. we are doing something which is the moqt
sensible and practical thing one can think of: We
are taking a series of four or five buildings which
to some degree are underused, plus one institution
which is over-used, and we are shuffling the deck
and producing a senior college, at the same time.
catering for all the other requirements of the two
areas involved. In my opinion, this is a most
important decision.

I am pleased to hear that these senior colleges
are not going to be seen as senior high schools or
as technical colleges. That will provide greater
flexibility for these colleges to develop in a way
which is so desirable in the year 1981. It is a
decision we are making for the next 20 years or
more, and it is a great decision.

I am proud we have a Minister who has the
courage to make such a decision. Certainly, there
will be those who experience problems, such as
my. friend who had five children attending five
separate schools, and who cannot hand down their
uniforms. However, one must take an overall view
of education. What is important in the long run is
that those five children finish their education, and
finish it well. We must not look only in the short
distance: we must also look far into the future.
That is the sort of decision this Government has
made. It was a very important decision, and I look
forward with tremendous excitement to what will
develop front it.

MOR WILSON (Dianella) 18.29 p.m.]: In the
course of his speech. the Minister for Education
referred a number of times to the fact that in
recent days. the Government had been about to
close the "-Graylands school". I do not know to
which school he referred: to my knowledge. there
is no high school in Graylands. At one stage. there
wats a teachers' college there of which I am proud
to admit I wats a member. I am also proud to
admit I am a trained teacher and I have taught in
Western Australian schools and schools in the
United Kingdom.

Mr Clarko: I apologise to you for being wrong:
however, you certainly have nor shown you have
done that.

Mr WILSON: It is something for the member
for Karrinyup to apologise to someone for being
wrong because most of the time, he is wrong.

The Minister kept talking about Graylands. I
suppose that is an indication of his grasp of the
total situation. He also made a great deal of play
about the fact that the Government was
concerned to provide consultation. H-e was
concerned to say that this was part of a
rationalisation process. All I can say is that his
understanding of consultation, my understanding
of consultation, the understanding of the
Opposition about consultation, and obviously the
understanding of the parents and children at the
Tuart Hill Senior High School and the feeder
primary schools about consultation, are quite
different. The Minister's idea of consultation and
the Government's idea of consultation seem to be
summed up in the words "The Government knows
what is best for us. and we shouldn't really
complain. Once the Government has made a
decision, that is the decision that will stand
because the Government knows what is best for us
in education and in every other way."

That is virtually the present situation. The
Government has stated that it knows what is best
for the parents and the children of this State. All
right, the Education Department knows what is
best. The Government thinks that the Education
Department knows what is best for us, so the
Government has made the decision, which means
very much the same thing.

On the other hand, there has been the reference
to the process of rationalisation.

A Government member interjected.
Mr WILSON: I am not saying the

administration of the Education Department
should not make any decisions. I am saying we do
not care for the proposition that the senior
administrative staff of the Education Department
necessarily know what is best for the people and
the children of Western Australia. I do not think
the Government knows what is best. This member
says that if the Government does not, who does? I
am saying that, along with a lot of other people in
the community, the Governnient might come to a
vtew about what is best for the people of Western
Australia and their children. That is what I mean
by "consultation": and that is what has not been
allowed to happen in this particular situation.

A lot of words have been bandied about the
need for rationalisation. I do not deny that at
various times there has been a need for
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rationalisation. I ndeed, a grea t deal of
rationalisation has gone on in the field of wcrtiary
education. However, we must distinguish between
the responsibilities of tertiary education and the
field of education governed by the secondary
sector and the schools directorate. There needs to
be clarification on that issue.

The Minister promised to analyse a letter from
the Principal of the Balga Technical College, and
to say how that letter was wrong in most respects.
He did not do that. The Minister also has been
unable to answer a lot of other questions about
what is intended in the setting up of the senior
colleges.

The member for Canning placed a number of
parts. to question 618 on the notice paper today.
Those parts dealt with that facet of the present
situation. They related to the proposal to transfer
courses other than the TAE from technical
colleges in Western Australia-, the proposal in
respect of part-time TAE courses, and how they
would be administered; whether they would
remain under the control of the technical
education division; the proposal about the senior
colleges at Bentley and Tuart Hill, and whether
they are to be part of the secondary schools

steor whether they would be in another
division to be formed under the control of the
Director of Schools; whether there is
overcrowding of workshop space in many
technical colleges in Western Australia, and in
Lecederville in particular; and what the Minister
intends to do with the existing buildings to cater
for the overcrowding. I understand that in answer
to those questions the Minister said that it would
take a lot of time for his department to obtain the
details.

One would have thought that if the department
had been considering this rationalisation
programme over a period of two years, and if it
had reached the stage where the department and
the Government had announced the intention to
proceed, those sorts of answers would be available
by now. Those details should have been worked
out. However, at this late stage, having made that
announcement, the Minister says that the details
are not available.

As I said, there has been quite a bit of desirable
rationalisation in the area of tertiary education.
One of the moves in that respect was the
downgrading and eventual phasing-out of the
Graylands Teachers' College. I would like to
comment on the way in which that was done; but
of course it was done under the auspices of
WA PSEC-the Western Australian Post
Secondary Education Commission. That was done
over a long period of time, after advertisements in

the newspapers asking for submissions from the
public. After t hose submissions had been
considered at great length, a decision was made. I
regard that as a process of consultation-a
desirable process of consultation. The way in
which WAPSEC administered that
rationalisation was very desirable.

One has to ask why we have not received
answers to the questions placed by the member
for Canning on the notice paper today. I raised a
question during the Minister's speech, and he
promised to answer the question. He failed to do
so.

Mr Grayden: We answered about 40 questions
today and 40 yesterday. What are you talking
about'?

Mr WILSON: During the course of the
Minister's speech I asked a question, and he said
he would answer it later. He failed to do so.

Mr Grayden: Did you put it on the notice
pape r?

Mr WILSON: The Minister promised to
answer it later in his speech.

Mr Grayden: You put it on the notice paper.
Mr WI LSON: So much for the Minister's

promises!
M r G rayden: So much for your questions!
Mr WILSON: The point at issue is that the

Minister was not able to tell us, either in answer
to questions by the member for Canning, or in
answer to a question I put to him during the
course of his speech, under what division these
senior colleges would be administered. Will they
be administered by the directorate or schools?
Will they be administered under the same division
as the secondary schools?

Mr Grayden: We have not made that decision.
Is there something wrong with you?

Mr WILSON: Will they be administered by
the division of teehnical and further education?

Mr Grayden: Do you want an answer in
anticipation of the decision being made?

Mr WILSON: If the department had been
considering this move for two years, I would have
thought that the details like this would be
available now.

Mr Grayden: The scheme does not come int
operation for another 10 months.

Mr WILSON: Very consoling!
The point is that the Minister's answer to that

question indicates how ad hoe the decision has
been. It indicates how little preparation there has
been, and what a rushed announcement it was. It
is of great concern to a lot of people to know the
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answer to that question, because so much hinges
on it. If these so-called senior colleges are to be
administered as part of the secondary school
system, it is hard to believe that they will provide
the adult ethos that the Minister was trying to say
they would provide.

In terms of the philosophy of tertiary education
put forward in most of the reports in recent years.
including the Kangan report and the Partridge
report, great stress has always been placed on the
Fact that the technical colleges are part and parcel
of what is referred to as "tchnical and further
education". The emphasis has always been placed
on the fact that technical colleges should never be
allowed to become vocational colleges wholly and
solely-colleges or institutions where vocational
studies alone are provided-because of the danger
of narrowing a person's education at any level. In
those reports, all of the thinking on the philosophy
of tertiary education has been concerned with the
fact that technical education is technical and
further education.

We have to ask ourselves whether technical
education and the technical colleges are meant to
be part of a system of technical and further
education. By setting up senior colleges which are
not part of Ihe system of technical and further
education, what arc we allowing to happen to the
technical colleges'? We are told that the technical
colleges are bursting at the seams, and therefore
the part-time and full-time TAE students have to
be found places elsewhere.

With that in mind, one raises the following sort
of question: At the Balga Technical College. until
last year, there was a course in cooking. Since
then, that course has been transferred to the
Carine Technical College. All the facilities and
the equipment in an area the equivalent of two
lecture theatres have been left unused in the
mecantime, because the area is awaiting
conversion for other purposes. Surely that is
witness to a waste within the system. In an
established technical college, an area of that size
has been left unused for a long time because it
needs to be converted for other purposes.
Something is wrong with the system; and
something is wrong with the changes that are
brought about when we have unused facilities of
that kind in existing technical colleges.

There is another factor that is interesting about
the changes that are proposed. Let us put the lie
to the claim by the member for Karrinyup that
his side of the Parliament is the only side that can
bring about change. Of course. we are concerned
with change, and meeting the challenges of

change. What we arc questioning in ibis move is
whether the changes envisaged or the changes
that are being imposed are the best sorts of
changes in the present situation.

It is one thing to be opposed to change: it is
another thing to question the types or changes
that are proposed. No-one in this Parliament, on
either side, would disallow the right of anybody to
question the kinds of changes proposed by the
Government and the department. unless their line
of thinking is aligned with those who are prepared
to go along happily with the dictates of the
bureaucracy, and who never question what is
being proposed because the senior bureaucracy in
the department has laid down what is best for the
children and for the people in this State. -

I understand that part of this proposal is that
whereas in existing institutions of technical and
further education it is sufficient to have one
principal and a deputy principal to administer
those colleges for day and night classes, in the
proposed senior colleges we will have a principal
and three deputies. The principal is employed on a
salary of approximately $30 000 a year and the
three deputies are employed on approximately
$25 000 each a year. One wonders about the
economies of that sort of change and whether it
represents a more economical use of resources
than that which prevails in existing institutions of
technical and further education.

People are asking a number of questions and
many of them have been pre-empted, no matter
what the Minister says about the sort of
consultation which is due to take place now after
the event. There are a number of questions which,
because of the type of consultation the Minister
has been prepared to give, will not be answered to
everyone's satisfaction. Many people will be
conned and many will give up, because they know.
in dealing with this Government, the decisions arc
made and the consultation takes place afterwards.

What possible hope can there be of any input
by students, parents, teachers, or people in the
community if the decision has been made
already? If people know the decision has been
made and that the Government and the
department will like or lump their suggestions as
they see fit, what hope do they have?

There can be no doubt that outstanding
questions exist about the moves which are
proposed. There is much dissatisfaction in the
communities concerned and a number of half
truths have been provided by the Minister in
answer to questions.

In conclusion, I should like to mention one
matter. When the Minister went through the lists
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of high schools which he said would be seriously
depleted within the next few years. he mentioned
14: in his speech he referred to 2l; and when he
was quoting the numbers he did not refer to the
significant figure. which is the enrolment capacity
of the schools. In fact, he referred in each ease to
the peak figure that had been reached at those
rcpective schools, ignoring the point the member
for Karrinyup made subsequently about the
desirable enrolment numbcrs for schools. That Is
always the significant question which has to be
considered. We must considcr the desirable
number which the school has the capacity to
handle, not the peak number which has been in
attendance at the school.

If o/e intend to base the number on the peak
figure, we will base our argument on very false
assumptions in regard to quality of education.

Mr Pearce: In many cases the peak numbers
were achieved only by having a large number of
demnountables at the school.

Mr Clarko: And that was desirable.

Mr Pearce: The Minister was alleging that the
facilities for the peak number were still at the
school,

Mr WILSON: I know a number of parents.
teachers, and children who would not agree that
was desirable, having suffered under those sorts of
conditions.

If we are talking about the quality of education
and not just ecornmies, we must take up the point
of the member for Karrinyup and talk about
desirable numbers in schools and recognise the
difficulties-

Mr Clarko: I have just been to New Zealand
and Tasmania and they were most impressed. 0Of
the people [ spoke to, who were either No. I or
No. 2 in the field of education in the area, both
said Western Australia's education system was
something they were most impressed with and
most people who coine to this State have that sort
of opinion.

Mr WILSON: No doubt the sorts of people
spoken to by the member for Karrinyup are likely
to agree with him and be impressed with what he
has to say. I do noi know whether those
statements aire of much value.

Mr Clarko. How do you believe Western
Australia stands up on a comparative basis'?

Mr WILSON: In conclusion, I want to
reiterate the point I iried to make previously. The
Minister has endcavoured to impress us with his
usual descriptive language about thie virtues of the
Government's attempts at consulting with parents
and teachers of students about these proposed

moves and the great values of the rationalisation
which is about to be imposed on us as a result of
these moves; but in fact when these claims are
examined in view of the facts and in view of the
unanswered questions which remain, it can be
seen a great deal is left to be desired.

Therefore, I trust that all members who are
really concerned about the students in the schools
affected and the surrounding centres will vote in
favour of the motion moved by the member for
Gos n ciIs.

MR JAMIESON (Welshpool) [8.51 p.m.): As
the member most involved in this matter,
particularly in respect of the Bentley Senior High
School, it is incumbent on me to say a few words
to the motion. I have not analysed the situation
elosely, but I believe 55 per cent of the students
who attend Bentley Senior High School come
from my electorate, about 15 per cent come from
Victoria Park, the electorate of my leader, and
about 30 per cent come from the electorate of
C Iontar f.

I agree with the member for Karrinyup that it
is necessary for changes to be made in the
education system bearing in mind the prevailing
circumstances. I certainly did not object when the
Welshpool school was eventually closed down. At
one time it had been a very active school, but the
area became highly industrialised and there was
little local population. As a result, the school was
closed down and it is now the regional centre of
the Education Department on the south side of
the river.

Of course, changes must be made when
necessary, but one is entitled to ask whether it
was necessary to alter the status of the Bentley
Senior High School. I say it was not. It is all very
well for the member for Karrinyup who
represents one of the more affluent northern
suburbs to talk about the people who live in
Wilson. Bentley, and surrounding areas. He
would have no idea of the problems faced by
parents with children who attend the Bentley
Senior High School at the present time or who
were expected to attend it in coming years.

If we expected the population of the Bentley
Senior High School to rall continuously over the
next few years. perhaps that would be adequate
justification for it to be closed down. However,
several large estates exist already in the area.
Members who are familiar with Leach H-ighway
will be aware of the housing estate at Castledare
between L-each Highway and Fern Road. A
number of subdivisions have been sewered
recently and made available for housing
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construction. The people who live in these areas
will add to the potential school population.

Students who wish to travel from this area to a
high school will either have to go to the other side
of Albany Highway to Canning High School or
they will have to go to Kent Street by sonic
devious route. It is possible a school bus service
could be provided for this purpose. Perhaps somec
of the students in the electorate of the member for
Clontarf would go to the Como High School.

I should like to know, however, whether this
relocation of students is really necessary. Bentley
Senior High School has had a rather maverick
history, but it has turned out to be a first-rate
school. In the past more than 55 per cent of the
students who attended Bentley Senior School
came from my electorate and, indeed, at one stage
the figure was closer to 85 per cent. However,
electoral boundaries have been changed, although
the school has never actually been within the
boundary of my electorate and the roadway in
front of the school was in fact the boundary line.
It was also the boundary for the Perth City
Council and Canning City Council, so turbulent
times have been experienced when assistance has
been required. Other areas have frequently been
assisted more rapidly, because of the boundary
difficulties experienced by Bentley Senior High
School.

Over the years, facilities have been provided at
the school and it has always had a good
headmaster. Parent and student support has
always been excellent and the teaching fraternity
has built up a masterful type of high school at
Bentley which has catered effectively for the
region.

I listened intently to the Minister's comments.
but he has not given us a reason for closing this
particular school. I do not know much about the
situation at Tuart Hill and I do not intend to buy
into that argument. However. I know a great deal
about Bentley and the surrounding areas, because
I have represented the region for a period in
excess of 28 years. Therefore, the Minister IS
unable to tell me very much about it.

It should be made clear that high school
accommodation will be at a premium with the
development of the town planninig proposals of the
Canning Towvn Council. The population density in
the area around Queens Park will increase and
the Canning High School will be at risk of over-
population within a few years.

It seems to me passing strange that we have
high schools wvith fewer students which produce
examination results of a higher level than those
produced at the Bentley Senior High School or at

some other schools-i refer here to schools such
as the Hollywood Senior High School-but which
have always been maintained with the best
facilities for the students. It is more than passing
strange that the Bentley Senior High School is
situated in an area populated by a large number
of people who live in SHC homes and it is being
closed down, whereas the other schools to which I
have referred. which have fewer students, remain
open.

I do not know the exact situation at Tuart Hill,
but I am sure a number of the children who
attend the high school there come from SHC or
welfare homes. It is clear the parents of such
children do not have a great deal of money to
spend on the education of their children. The
member for Karrinyup has never found himself in
the situation where he has had to struggle to
obtain a few extra dollars to get his children to
school. He does not understand the difficulties
experienced by these people.

I have received letters from various people and
in fact I received one yesterday from a family. I
replied to it saying that this motion would be
before the House and we would do the best we
could. However, the person who wrote the letter
to me was worried, because he already has two
children at the Bentley Senior High School and.
from the information contained in the letter, it
appears he will have three more children ready to
attend high school in the not-too-distant future.
This family was worried, because they will have
to pay fares to transport their children to school.

This family lives in an area where, by
exercising strict economies, they can get by. The
children could ride their bikes or walk to school.
but now they will not be able to do so. Therefore,
the parents will have to plan next year in order to
find the finance to pay bus fares so that the
children can travel to the schools to which they
are sent. So. it is not as easy as the Minister
would lead us to believe.

These people are genuine and their cases have
not been organised. When such moves are made
there is always a chance that the Liberal members
attempt to embarrass the Labor Government.
when it is in office or vice versa. Liberal members
move very rapidly to do just that; they are not lily
white.

The Minister must realise that when disruption
is caused by a department move there is naturally
a reaction from those involved. Often, there is a
reaction by the teaching fraternity and the
students who are fairly mature. Many of the
students at the Bentley Senior High School will
be voting at the next election; that is. if they can
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find a policeman or a JP to witness their
enrol ment.

Nevertheless, these students are a fairly well
educated section of the community and they know
their rights because they are taught civil rights
and understand what they arc all about. At one
time, in schools, it was easy to manipulate the
students and all the headmaster had to do was to
raise his hand. However, now a headmaster has
to work alongside his students and it is proper
that it works that way.

I am sure the headmaster of the school is trying
to inform his students of their rights as
responsible citizens, but the Minister believes they
are being urged into a situation. I do not think
people need urging. In such a situation, people
usually come together for support and look for the
Labor members in the district. It is strange that
this has occurred in Liberal districts, especially
one which is represented by Liberals in the
Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly.

This is an awkward situation because this
population, in its actual geographical position, has
the largest percentage represented by Labor
members. Of course, the Labor members wish to
look after the interests of their constituents.I
believe the constituents should have the right to
protest and say to the Government that if this
action must be brought about it should have been
done over a number of years. It should not have
been done without ample warning.

The Minister cannot say that he did not know
what the population of the area would be because
these estimates are not made by chance any
longer. At one time the headmaster had to make
some summation as to the potential schdol
population for the region and submit reports to
his department. However, now with computers,
census statistics, etc., these figures are readily
available to the Government. Departmental
o fficers are trained in this field and can advise the
Education Department of estimates for the future.

I do not think the proposal for the Bentley
Senior High School is a suitable one because if
the college has I1000 students attending it will
complicate the traffic patterns in the area even
further. The Bentley Senior High School is
situated next to the Western Australian Institute
of Technology which has traffic problems of its
own.

There arc many matters the Government
should have considered before this move. The
Tuart Hill Senior High School may not have a
traffic problem, but the Bentley Senior High
School will certainly have one because mature
students will come from all points in the eastern

suburbs and, of course, they will use their own
means of transport.

This move will cause many problems for the
Canning City Council. Perth City Council is
lucky, because it will escape all sorts of
responsibility as it has done for a long time. It is
interesting to note that the Canning City Council
reneged on its decision to provide funds for a
gymnasium in the Bentley High School. Members
of that Council Will probably think that it was a
good decision, in the light of present
circumstances.

Nevertheless they were about to finance a
gymnasium hall which was not even to be located
in their district.

M r Davies: No hope of getting it now.
Mr JAMIESON: If the Canning City Council

had raised a loan, the Perth City Council was
prepared to apply to the Minister for Local
Government to re-establish the boundary which
would allow the school area to be incorporated in
the City of Canning. It did not own it! It is not 'a
ratable property and it would not gain any more
from this move.

Of course, the Perth City Council would have
given away nothing, except some theoretical
territory that would be of advantage to some
students in its area.

I believe the students at Bentley Senior Hi-gh
School are well mannered and responsible. I have
attended regularly their major assemblies and I
believe they have a school of which they can be
proud. That school should remain because an
estate is to be opened up in the Clontarf area. I
believe the estate is called the Waterfield estate
and many hundreds'of houses will be built in the
section near the river. There will be no surplus
room in the Como High School when students
from the new subdivisions wish to attend high
school. The Government should be called upon to
answer these questions before a decision is made
about the two high schools.

Not so many years ago, the Tuart Hill Senior
High School had the highest high school
population in the State; maybe the circumstances
have changed, but much more thought should be
given to the needs of the people in that area. The
decision should not have been made in such a
callous manner as it was when the Premier came
out of a Cabinet meeting and said that this would
happen and that was it. I do not think it was fair
to the parents and the students at the school. It is
certainly not fair from the economic point of view.

The welfare housing territories have not been
considered and I will be interested to know how
the Minister proposes to assist parents who find
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themselves in difficult circumstances
economically because of this move. Many have
just been able to manage now and will not be able
to manage when their children have to travel to
another high school.

Because of the reasons I have enunciated. I
support the move to call upon the Government to
reverse its decision to close the Bentley Senior
High School and the Tuart Hill Senior High
School. I think this motion is justified and I give
it my support.

MR PEARCE (Gosnells) [9.13 p.m.I: In
presenting my summation for the Opposition, I
should like to draw the attention of members to
an absentee from the debate on this subject;
namely, the member for Clontarf in whose
electorate the Bentley Senior High School rests.

The member has not only not participated in
the debate but also he has not even found it
necessary to be present in the House during the
debate.

Mr Nanavich: What a terrible thing to say. lHe
has guests in the House.

Mr PEARCE: Which is more important to the
member: guests in the House or the fact that a
high school in his electorate is being closed and
that 650 students will be unaccommodated
because of that decision?

Mr Herzfeld: Most of the time you have been
speaking there has been hardly a member present
on your side of the House.

Mr PEARCE: That is absolute rubbish. The
fact of the matter is that there are two members
in this House who have a direct interest in the two
schools which are to be closed-they are the
member for Clontarf and the member for Mt.
Hawthorn. The member for Mt. Hawthorn is at
the public meeting at Tuart Hill Senior High
School. The member for Mt. Hawthorn intended
to speak in the debate but he elected to go to the
public meeting. I shall be there in approximately
20 minutes' time and if the Minister wishes to
attend I shall give him a lift there.

Where has the member for Clontarf been,
because his constituents have the right to have a
high school in their area? I am aware of the fact
that he told constituents in his electorate that I
was in favour of the closure of the Tuart Hill
Senior High School.

I have looked through the Hansard record of
the statements made on this matter, as well as the
questions with and without notice since the
decision to close these high schools was made last
weck, and there is no reference to any statement
of mine, and there is no statement anywhere

which is close to my support for the closure of the
high schools. There is simply no reference to it in
H-a nsard.

M r Grayden: It was during question time.
Mr PEARCE7 Hansard records interjections

during questions without notice and in fact it has
recorded one that I made.

Mr Grayden: Earlier you told us what you said.
Mr PEARCE: The Minister may recall that

when talking about the Tuart Kill Senior High
School swimming pooi he admitted that the P &
C paid ror the pool and he said he would be happy
for the P & C to continue to operate the pool
after the high school became a senior college. I
pointed out to him by way of interjection,
faithfully recorded in Hansard, that the parents
would not be parents in respect of that school any
more because the children would be going to
school somewhere else.

The Minister produced one of his more
unbelievable but typical efforts when he spoke for
I A hours in order to filibuster the debate. He
concluded his speech at about the exact moment
the meeting was to begin, thereby giving himself
the opportunity to claim that he had to be in the
House. He certainly did not have to be here, and I
can tell the Minister that I sent a letter to the
meeting apologising for being late and running
through the sequence of events which has
prevented me from getting there on time. I
indicated to the meeting the offer I made in order
to enable the Minister to attend the meeting. My
understanding is that the letter was to be read out
to the meeting at an early stage by the member
for Mt. Hawthorn. I think perhaps the meeting
will forgive me for being late, but I wonder
whether it will forgive the Minister for not
attending.

Mr Grayden: You are determined to make it a
political meeting.

Mr PEARCE: The Minister says I am
determined to make it a political issue. However,
I do not even know the organisers of the meeting.
They spoke to the member for Mt. Hawthorn and
asked him to convey to me an invitation to be
present at the meeting. They did not ask me to
speak; I was simply asked to go along to hear the
points of view expressed. Therefore, any
suggestion that I am attempting to manipulate
the meeting for political purposes is simply not
correct.

A similar meeting was held at the Bentley
Senior High School last night, and I was not
invited to attend it. Possibly the reason for that is
that the member for Clontarf has been putting
about the word that I am in favour of closing that
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school. However, the member for East
Metropolitan Province (the Hon. R.
Hetherington) certainly attended the meeting and
he conveyed to me the feelings of the 420 people
who attended to listen to the director general
speak for one hour. Subsequently the meeting
passed unanimously a motion calling for the
school to be kept open. That is how effective were
the arguments of the director general, he spent
one hour speaking but could not even win one vote
from the parents at the Bentley Senior High
School.

He could well have argued for two or three
hours and still not been suecessful in getting a
vote. I can perhaps feel for the director general in
that respect because quite recently I had a similar
experience myself.

-Nevertheless, the Minister is wrong in believing
there is not strong support fromn parents' groups at
both schools for the retention of the schools.

The Minister denies the proposition that I put
that he himself has claimed money will be saved.
He claimed that in the Press that is to say, in a
Press release and in a television interview which 1
overheard because I was standing right next to
him in the foyer at the main entrance to this
building while the interview was being conducted.
I might say it was against the rules of the House
Committee which do not allow that to happen.

In that interview the Minister said that closing
down the schools would save the building of two
technical colleges at a cost of $15 million. Yet
subsequently he virtually said I made that up. Not
only did I not make it up, but I refer die Minister
to an answer given to a question on Wednesday, 8
April. The question was asked by the member for
Mt. Hawthorn, and in reply to parts (It) and
(12) the Minister said-

The estimated cost of replacing Tuart Hill
and Bentley Senior High Schools with new
facilities to cope with increasing technical
college enrolments is $15 million. This has
been saved as a result of reprogramming the
use of these two high schools.

Can I suggest to the Minister that he would do
himself and the House a service if he listened to
the answers he gives during question time and
spent less time trying to imagine interjections he
thinks I made-mythical interjections.

In the motion I put to the House I make three
points with regard to the closure of the two high
schools. The first point is that of the educational
nuisance. The closure is causing massive
disruption for the students at the schools which
are to be closed, and it is causing massive
disruption for the adult TAE students who will

have to attend the new senior colleges. There are
disruptions at every point, and no-one benefits
directly from the proposed move.

The second point is that the closure of the
schools will not be as economic as the Minister
seems to believe it will be. An amount of $15
million will not be saved because if the vacant
rooms at the technical colleges are in fact
changed and used for trade training that will be
as expensive as building proper facilities for that
purpose. I take the point made by the member for
Dianella in regard to the buildings; that is, that
the Minister used peak enrolment figures and was
woefully misleading.

The Minister demonstrated a clear lack of
understanding of what happens. When a school
like the Bentley Senior High School has 1 400
students it Must have six to eight demountable
classrooms on the school oval. There is no way the
permanent building can be made to take 1 400
people; mobile classrooms are necessary in order
to do that. Those mobile classrooms have long
since gone away, so the school presently has a
capacity for about 1 000 students and I would
think probably less than that.

The school has never had a gymnasium and it
did not have a proper library until about four or
five years ago. Therefore, these are not schools
which are overflowing with facilities; they are
fairly basic. In the case of Bentley-and also
Tuart Hill-extensive playing field facilities have
been provided, and Tuart Hill also has a
swimming poal, What use will part-time adult
TAE students make of playing fields? Will
physical education be provided for public servants
who need to take TAE English to upgrade their
rating? Will public servants be made to play
football during the half-time break of their three-
hour lecture'?

This will be simply a waste of the playing fields
that have been provided. The Government would
be better off to have the schools pulled down and
the areas developed for housing and build a
proper technical school somewhere else. There is
no purpose in trying to convert old schools into
new facilities; it is too costly and it does not have
an effective result.

The third point in my motion has to do with the
question of co-operation and consultation with, in
particular, the Teachers' Union. I believe the
Minister has made a scurrilous attack on the
integrity of the members of the Teachers' Union
executive and in particular on the president (Mr
John Negus). In a letter sent to all members of
the House Mr Negus very carefully describes the
alleged breach of confidentiality. I believe he
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acted quite properly and did not in fact breach
any confidence given to him by the director
general on this matter.

He said that he and one or two other seni.or
union people went to the department and were
given a confidential briefing. They then called
together the influential emergency committee of
the union and, having sworn its members to t he
same confidentiality, discussed what would be the
reaction of the union. Only five or six members of
the union were involved. If there is anything
scurrilous in that it is the practice of the Minister
and the director general in respect of trying to
silence the union by offering confidential briefings
to the president and telling him he cannot use the
briefing in any way; that is to say, the president is
told what is in the wind but he is not allowed to
tell anybody else.

Mr Wilson: That is the Government's view of
consultation.

Mr PEARCE: That is right: that is the
Government's view of consultation. What can the
union president do if he is told these things? Let
us suppose the union executive held a meeting and
somebody wanted to take action which would run
counter to what the president had been told in
confidence. He would not be able to say "You
can't do that because I have information which is
secret and which I cannot tell you but which
would make us look like fools if we passed this
motion." What sort of consultation is that?

Despite the unreasonable criticism of the union
president by the Minister and the director general
the union went a long.way to ensure that it could
have some discussion on the matter. For the
Minister to suggest that opposition to this matter
has been engendered because the Teachers' Union
told everyone about it in advance simply is not
true.

Mr P. V. Jones: Do you accept that the
president can speak for the union? After all he is
elected.

Mr PEARCE: Yes, he is elected, but he can
speak for the union only when he has the
endorsement of the executive of the union as the
Minister would well know. HeI was forever
complaining that he could not summon the
President of the Teachers' Union to his ofIfice and
get an undertaking from him. The situation also
works in reverse.

Mr P. V. Jones: What is the point of ha ving an
elected president if he is unable to be a
spokesman?

Mr Davies: This is a strange business.

Mr PEARCE: That is right. The practice of the
Liberal Party and pseudo Liberal Party of which
the Minister is currently a member-I gather a
change is imminent-is to have a leader and to
make him a little god. I always chuckle when I
hear Liberal Party back-benchers in the dining
room describing the Premier as "Sir'. That is not
a practice that prevails in the community nor does
it prevail in any union I know of.

Mr Spriggs interjected.
Mr PEARCE: It tends to be known as co-

operative decision making.
Mr Spriggs interjected.
Mr PEARCE: I cannot hear the mumbles of

the member for Darling Range and I am sorry
because to my knowledge this is the first
contribution he has made to the Parliament in the
last year, especially since he has been banished to
one of the "backer" back benches.

A Government member: You are elected by the
people but the Caucus tells you what to do.

Mr Bryce: He doesn't even understand what
the term means.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The House will come

to order?.
Mr PEARCE: The point is that most

organisations operate on votes; they hold a
discussion and a vote is taken. It may be the case
that the Liberal Party elects a leader who has the
sole vote; that is. the party elects a leader who
decides everything for the next three years or
whatever the term may be. I do not believe that is
the best way to run an organisation, or even the
Liberal Party. It is certainly not the best way to
run the Teachers' Union which believes in
consultation and co-operation and in taking
corporate decisions to which everyone adheres.
That is a perfectly proper system and one which
applies also in the Australian Labor Party.

That is the reason the President of the
Teachers' Union cannot go to the Minister for
Education and make a snap decision and make it
binding upon the 14000 members of the union.
That is not the way the union operates, and that
point has been made perfectly clear to successive
Ministers for Education. I am surprised that the
Minister for Resources Development raised that
point, because it is one which had to be made to
him over and over again during the time he was
the Minister for Education.

The Minister for Education could have
reciprocated when the union asked him for
undertakings, but he has always said that he has
to take the matter to Cabinet. I would assume
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that even the member for Darling Range would
know the Cabinet would make a corporate
decision. It is clear from his interjection that he
does not. The Minister for Education must run
cap in hand to the Premier to seek permission to
give the Teachers' Union what it is asking for. If
the member for Darling Range thinks that is a
good way to operate he is welcome to it. It is not
the way the Teachers' Union is run, nor is it the
way the ALP operates.

I believe the Teachers' Union President acted
quite properly in the way that he dealt with the
maiter. He did noi attempt to communicate with
the Opposition, or with anybody else to my
knowledge, to explain what was going on. I learnt
about the closure of the schools on television on
Monday night after the Premier announced it
after the Cabinet meeting.

I did not even have an inkling that the decision
was in the wind, just as most other people did not.
A lot has emerged subsequently, and one of the
most worrying factors is the question of the extent
to which the State Government is co-operating
with the Commonwealth Government in order to
remove unemployment benefits from unemployed
16 and l7-year-olds. I am sure that was unknown
even to Government back-benchcrs such as the
member for Darling Range:, they would not hove
known it was in the wind until this evening. I am
sure Government back-benchers have learnt a lot
this evening they did not previously know.

Mr Young: You will be late for the meeting.
Mr PEARCE: I know that: I will be there well

before the Minister.
The other point I make is that the departmental

researchers who were considering the question of
the number of schools to be closed, a matter dealt
with in the tables the Minister pui before the
House, made different recommendations from
those the Minister pui forward as to which
schools should be closed. In fact, an earlier
recommendation was that the Como Senior High
School in the Minister's electorate should be the
one from the group to close because it was the one
with the smallest student population.

The decision reached by Cabinet was not to
close the Como Senior High School, which was
the original recommendation, but to close the
school in the electorate of the ineffectual member
for Clontarf-the Bentley Senior High School.

It is difficult for inc to be able to report to the
House exactly why that change was made from
the original draft report by the departmental
researchers or why it was that a school in the
Minister's electorate was reprieved. I could
suggest a number of reasons, one being the

Minister, and that raises another matter which
probably deserves fuller investigation.

I am anxious to get to the tail end of the
meeting, so I will conclude here. I will have
spoken in this debate, both at the beginning and
the end of it, for something under an hour
whereas the Minister has spoken for something
like 13/ hours. He may feel that sort of
filibustering-which gave little information to the
House which it did not already know and
certainly produced no argument for the closure of
the school-may have been a successful way of
avoiding his responsibility.

Mr Young: You can make it seem like forever.

Mr PEARCE: That is a talent some people
have. I notice the Minister for Health is one of
those who does not get to his feet very often these
days. The recumbent, lengthy interjection is
becoming a forte of the Minister. With his
performance over the last 12 months it is
surprising he comes here at all. He could be the
reverse of the Minister for Education who hides in
this place in order to avoid the criticism from
outside.

I hope that members of this House will agree to
the motion I moved on behalf of the Opposition in
order to keep these two esteemed high schools
open. I assure the House I will give the member
for Clontarf the opportunity to explain where he
stands because it is my intention, if the motion is
not agreed to-if your hearing, Mr Speaker,
happens to be defective-to call for a division so
that the member for Clontarf can firmly record
where he stands on this issue of the closure of one
the schools in his own electorate.

Question put and a division called for.

Remarks during Division

Mr Pearce: Don't tell mc the member for
Clontarf is voting to close one of his own schools!
That would have to be a first.

Mr B. T. Burke: Let Hansard show that the
member for Clontarf supports the decision to
close the Bentley Senior Hi-gh School.

Mr Pearce: The member for Clontarf said
"Rubbish". In case Hanisard did not get it, I
indicate the member was sitting there voting to
close the school saying "Rubbish" to the
s uggest ion t hatI he was vo t ing to close t he school.

Mr Laurance: You do not realise that Hansard
does not record cynicism.
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Ayes 14
Mr H-odge
M r Jamieson
M r T. 1-1. Jones
Mr Pearce
M r Taylor
Mr Wilson
Mr Bateman

Noes 24
Mr Nanovich
Mr O'Connor
Mr Old
Mr Sibson
Mr Spriggs
Mr Stephens
Mr Trethowan
Mr Tubby
Mr Watt
Mr Williams
Mr Young
Mr Shalders

Ayes
Mr Mclver
Mr Bridge
Mr Tonkcin
Mr Bertram
NMrT. J. Burke
M r Parker

Pairs
Noes

Mr Rushton
Mr Mensaros
Dr Dadour
Sir Charles Court
Mr Sodeman
Mr Clarke

Question thus negatived.

Motion defeated.

(Teller)

Mr Biarneti
Mr Bryce
Mr B. T. Burke
Mr Carr
Mr Davies
Mr E. T. Evans
Mr Harman

Mr Blaikie
Mr Coyne
Mrs Craig
Mr Crane
Mr Grayden
Mr Grewar
Mr Hassell
Mr H-erzfeld
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr Laurane
Mr MacKinnon
Mr MePharlin

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Deputy
Premier) [9.36 p.m.]: I move-

Thai the House al its rising adjourn until
10 .00 a .m.- to morrow (Th ursd ay).

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 9.3 7 p.oti

Result of Division

Division resulted as follows-

fTeller)
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOLS

Drug Trafficking

598. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Education:

(1) Adverting to his answer to my question
without notice 1 28 of 8 April
concerning the lack of statistical
information in respect of drug taking
and drug trafficking in Western
Australian schools, does the Education
Department support the view that such
statistical information should be kept?

(2) Which Government department or
agency is the most appropriate body to
compile the information?

(3) Will he take the necessary action to see
that the information is compiled in
future?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) to (3) 1 will discuss the matter with the

Minister for Health.

TRAFFIC: RTA

Radar and A mphorneter Units

599. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Police and
Traffic:

(1) Further to his answer to question 368 of
1981 relevant to radar units, are the
operators of the radar and amphometer
units qualified to check the functional
accuracy of the equipment?

(2) What regular maintenance checks are
conducted?

Mr HASSELL replied:

(1)
(2)

yes.
These machines do not require regular
maintenance because they are electronic
in nature of functions. When faults are
detected repairs are carried out by
qualified technicians.

H ITCH - HI K ING

hIfringemecns

600. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Police and
Tra ffie:

(1) In respect of his answer to question 367
of 1981 concerning the practice of hitch-
hiking, which Statute applies to the

prohibiting of pedestrians from walking
on a carriageway in the samne direction
as traffic?

(2) How many infringement notices were
issued in respect of this practice in
1980?

(3) How many people were prosecuted?

Mr HASSELL replied.

(1) Regulation 704(2) of the Road Traffic
Code, read in conjunction with 704(l)
and 704(3).

(2) and (3) No separate record kept.

SEXUAL ASSAULT

Referral Centre

601. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Health:

(1) When was the rape crisis centre
established at the Sir Charles Gairdner
Hospital?

(2) What is the estimated number of
referrals to the centre on an annual basis
since its inception?

Mr YOUNG replied:

(I) The rape crisis centre, more correctly
called the Sexual Assault Referral
Centre, was established on 5 January,
1976.

(2) Total referrals-

1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981[-to 31 M arch, 1981

80
76

112
163
194
51

POLICE

Sea Rescue Operations

602. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Police and
Tra ffic:

Further to his answer to question 347 of
198 1 relevant to the cost of sea rescue
operations, how were the estimates of
cost calculated in respect of part (f) of
the answer?
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Mr HASSELL replied:
The estimates of costs supplied are for
the cost of outside agencies
only-mainly aircraft.
Separate costing of police expenditure
involved in rescue work is not recorded.
The same applies to Harbour and Light
Department, which works in conjunction
with police on a large proportion of
rescues.

CRIME

Statistics

603. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Police and
Traffic:

With reference to his answer to my
question 346 of 1980, relevant to crime
statistics, how many cases of-
(a) common assault;
(b) assault occasioning actual bodily

harm;
(c) assault occasioning grievous bodily

harm;
were reported in Western Australia
during each year since 1975 ?

Mr HASSELL replied:

(a) 1975-76
1976-77
1977-78
1978-79
1979-80

1 699
1 634
1 917
2075
2 409

(b) and (c) separate statistics were not kept
for this period. However, the combined
figures were-

1975-76 320
1976-77 420
1977-78 363
1978-79 285
1979-80 443

H EALT H

Medical Negligence

604. Mr BRYCE. to the Minister representing
the Attorney General:

How many persons have received
compensation for medical negligence
during treatment since 1975?

Mr O'CONNOR replied-

No statistics are kept on this
obtain the information it
necessary to individually

subject. To
would be

search all

Crown Law
Resources are
purpose.

and court records.
not available for this

SEWERAGE

Treatmnt Plants: Working Party

605. Mr BRYCE. to the Minister rcpresenting
the Minister for Conservation and the
Environment:

(1) With regard to his answer to part (5) of
my question 369 of 1981 relevant to
sewerage treatment works, when was the
working party set up?

(2) Who comprises the membership of the
working party?

(3) When does he expect to receive a report
on the criteria which may be applicable
to marine and estuarine waters?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) The working party was established in

June, 1979.
(2) Dr M. Liveris, Dean of Health Sciences,

WAIT-Chairman; A. W. Chiffings,
Department of Conservation and
Environment; R. C. Gorman, Director,
Government Chemical Laboratories; Dr
H. E. Jones, Department of Fisheries
and Wildlife; Dr R. S. Lugg,
Department of Health and Medical
Services; C. D. Shilkin, Confederation of
WA Industry.

(3) The report was delivered to the
Environmental Protection Authority on
I May 1980 and was referred by it to
the Conservation and Environment
Council, which established a
subcommittee to examine the water
quality criteria. Joint meetings have
been held with the working group and
some modifications have been made to
the report, which is now
again before the Conservation and
Environment Council.
In due course, the council will make a
recommendation to the EPA as to
whether the report should form the basis
of an environmental policy. The
authority may then forward the report
to the Minister, stating that it proposes
to implement the procedures set out in
the Environmental Protection Act in
sections 35 onwards. Those procedures
involve publication and a period of
public review.
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H EALT H

Malin rid ion

606. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Health:

With regard to his answer to question
350 of 1981 relevant to malnutrition,
does he have any indication when the
information relating to the answer to
part (2) of the question will be "to
hand"?

Mr YOUNG replied:
Yes, early next week.

CONSERVATION AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Swan River

607. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Conservation and the
Environment:

(1) In respect of the Minister's answer to
question 348 of 1981 concerning the
dumping of waste products into the
Swan River north of the Causeway, is
there a discharge rate limit imposed on
each company; if so, will the Minister
provide details?

(2) At how many different points along the
river and over what distance are the
samples taken by-
(a) the Government Chemical

Laboratories;
(b) the Health and Medical Services

Department?
Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Aireoa: Not to exceed 112.5 ki per week.

Bottle Recyclers: Not to exceed 600 kI
per week. H. B. Brady: Not to exceed
1 500 kI per week. Cadbury Schweppes:
Not to exceed 160 k! per week. Cresco
Fertilisers: Not to exceed 90 ki per hour.
Golden Mile Aerated Water: Not to
exceed 80 k! per week. SEC: Not to
exceed 1 000 000 ki per week. Swan
Portland Cement: Not to exceed four ki
per day. Westrail Poison Gully: Not to
exceed 1 1 50 kI per week. Westrail East
Perth: Not to exceed 127 k1 per week.
Wales Masonry: Not to exceed 80 I per
week.

(2) (a) 18 from Fremantle Traffic Bridge
to Walyunga Pool;

(b) 18 from Fremantle Traffic Bridge
to Walyunga Pool.

CONSERVATION AN D THE
ENVIRONMENT

Swan River

608. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Conservation and the
Environment:

(1) Has approval been sought and granted
for waste water and contaminated run-
off water to be discharged/drained from
the Perth Airport into the Swan River?

(2) What is the estimated volume
discharged per year?

(3) What water quality control tests have
been carried out in the vicinity of the
airport outlet into the Swan River?

(4) (a) Has approval been granted for
sewerage material from
subcontractors to be dumped in the
Swan River;

(b) if so, will the Minister provide
details?

Mr O'CON NOR replied:

(1) No.
(2) For 1980-uncontaminated

140 000 kI.
water

(3) Chloride, temperature. pH, colour,
turbidity, per cent dissolved oxygen,
biological oxygen demand, oxygen
concentration, oxygen absorbed by
potassium permanganate, ammonia,
nitrate, phosphorus, cadmium,
chromium, cobalt, copper, lead,
mercury, nickel, zinc, total coliforms,
faccal coliforms, faecal strepts,
salmonella.

(4) (a) and (b) No.

HOUSING: SHC

Redevelopment of Older Areas

609. Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Honorary
Minister Assisting the Minister for Housing:

How much money has been spent by the
State Housing Commission in each of
the past five years in redeveloping older
areas?

Mr LAURANCE replied:

As this information will take some time
to prepare I will reply to the member by
letter.
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HOUSING

Armed Forces

610. Mr B. T. BURKE. to the Honorary
Minister Assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) Arc thcre any plans or considerations in
hand to transfer State Housing
Commission properties presently
provided to the services back to the
commission?

(2) I f "Yes' at what stage arc these plans or
considerations'?

Mr LAURANCE replied:

(1) Under the terms of thc Commonwealth-
State housing agreement (servicemen)
1978, clause 13(4), surplus servicemen'
houses are returned to the commission at
the request of the Commonwealth
Ministcr for Housing and if agreed to by
the State Minister for Housing.

(2) The return of the properties is
ongoing-many have been returned and
a number are currently in the process of
being returned.

HOUSING

Funds: Commonwealth-Srace Agreemecnt

611. Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Honorary
Minister Assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) Has he any cvidence to suggest that the
Commonwealth will provide "top-up"
funds to add to the funds provided under
the new Commonwealth-State
agreement?

(2) If these "top-up' funds are not provided,
what are the likely effects of the severe
reduction in funds on the commission's
programme under the new agreement?

Mr LAURANCE replied:

(1) Only the base level of funding fromt
the Commonwealth under the
Commonwealth-Stare agreement has
been indicated at this stage. The level of
additional, or 'top-up' funding, will be
determined at the June Premiers'
Conference and in the context of the
Commonwealth Budget for 1981-82.

(2) Answered by (1).

HOUSING: RENTAL

Rents: Increases

612. Mr B. T. BURKE. to the Honorary
Minister Assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) Is the State Housing Commission
presently considering rental increases?

(2) If '"Yes', what arc the details of such
consideration and when is a decision
likely to be made?

Mr LAURANCE replied:

(1) The State Housing Commission is
required under section IS of the
Housing Assistance Act 1978 to review
rents on -an annual basis.
There is -a requirement also to generally
relate rents to rates of rental on the open
market.-

(2) This review will be carried out over the
balance of this financial year.

HOUSING: APPLICANTS

Offers: Acceptance

613. Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Honorary
Minister Assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) Does the State Housing Commission
have a policy of refusing applicants the
keys to accommodation allocated to
them prior to their paying ingoings and
accepting the accommodation offered'!

(2) If "Yes",, is this a reasonable practice
which encourages acceptance of offers
made by enabling applicants to know
details of the offer being made?

Mr LAURANCE replied:

(I)
(2)

Yes.
The applicant is able to view plans and
obtain a description of the house and its
facilities from the commission allocating
branch. The applicant is also given
sufficient time to view externally before
accepting the offer.
There are a number of reasons why
applicants are not given keys for
inspection purposes prior to acceptance.

HEALTH: AIR POLLUTION

Clean Air Act

614. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

(I) How many successful prosecutions have
occurred during the past five years for
breaches of the Clean Air Act?!
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(2) How many successful prosecutions have
occurred during the past five years for
breaches of regulations issued pursuant
to the Clean Air Act?

Mr YOUNG replied:

(I) One.
(2) None.

HEALTH: DRUG

Dcpo-provera

615. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for
Community Welfare:

(1) Is the drug Depo-provera administered
without informed patient consent in any
institution for which he has
parliamentary responsibility?

(2) If "Yes", would he please provide details
of the institutions concerned and the
number of people injected with the drug
duritng the past 12 months?

Mr H-ASSELL replied:

(1) 1 am advised that Depo-provera i s not
administered in any Department for
Community Welfare institution unless
the medical practitioner concerned is
satisfied that the patient has given
consent on the basis of sufficient
information concerning the effects of the
drug.

(2) Not applicable.

HEALTH

Women's Refuge Centres

616. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

(1) How much has the State Government
contributed for each of the past five
years towards the cost of running
women's refuges?

(2) Is it a fact that the Federal Government
provides 75 per cent of recurrent costs
for refuges on the understanding that
the State Government contributes the
remaining 25 per cent?

(3) Is it a fact that the most the State
Government has ever contributed is 121/2
per cent of recurrent costs?

(4) Is he aware that all State Governmnents
except Western Australia and
Queensland contribute the full 25 per
cent, making refuges 100 per cent
Government funded?

(5) If the State Government does not intend
to contribute sufficient funds to meet 25
per cent of recurrent costs, who does it
expect to make up the shortfall?

(6) Would the Government be concerned if
some women's refuges had to close down
because of a lack of funds?

(7) Is he aware that 1 460 women and 2 116
children were accommodated in refuges
throughout Western Australia last year?

Mr YOUNG replied:
(1) S

1975-76 :13 200
1976-77 :10 600
1977-78 :37 900
1978-79 :46 100
1979-80 :56 700.

(2) and (3) No.
(4) Yes, I believe this is correct.
(5) The organisation sponsoring the refuge.
(6) Yes.
(7) Yes, the numbers given are

approximately correct.

HEALTH: DRUG

Depo-provera

617. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

(1) During the past 12 months how many
patients in the following institutions
have been injected with the drug Depo-
provera-
(a) Graylands Hospital:
(b) Swanbourne Hospital;
(c) Heathcote Hospital?

(2) On how many occasions during the past
12 months has Depo-provera been given
to patients at each of the above-
mentioned hospitals without obtaining
the patients' informed consent'?

(3) Is it a fact that a decision was made at
Graylands Hospital on Friday, 10 April
1981 to discontinue the use of Depo-
provera on two patients to whom it had
previously been administered without
"Formal consent'?

(4) Is Depo-provera administered without
informed patient consent in any other
hospitals. institutions, or clinics for
wvhich he has parliamentary
responsibility?
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(5) If the answer to (4) is "Yes", would he
please provide details of the institutions,
hospitals, or clinics involved and the
number of people injected with the drug
during the past 12 months?

Mr YOUNG replied:

(1) to (5) A considerable amount of
research is required in order to answer
the member's questions.
The answer will be provided when the
information has been collated.

EDUCATION: TECHNICAL

Apprentices and Tertiary Admissions
Examiinatuion Courses

618. Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Is it proposed to transfer courses other

than Tertiary Admissions Examination
from technical colleges in Western
Australia?

(2) If "Yes", what are the courses under
consideration?

(3) What is proposed in respect of part-time
Tertiary Admissions Examination
courses and how will they be
administered?

(4) Are they to remain under the control of
the technical education division?

(5) If "Yes" to (4), why will it be necessary
to transfer full-time Tertiary Admissions
Examination courses under the control
of the Director of Schools'?

(6) Arc the proposed senior colleges Bentley
and Tuart Hill to be part of the
secondary school system, or will another
division be formed under the control of
the Director of Schools?

(7) Is there overcrowding of workshop space
in many technical colleges in Western
Austral ia-LedervilIle in particular?

(8) If "Yes" to (7), what does he intend to
do with the existing buildings to cater
for this overcrowding, so as to ensure the
apprentices are not disadvantaged?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) to (8) The sections of this question

require detailed consideration by officers
of my department. I will provide an
answer as soon as possible.

ROAD

Gerard Street

619. Mr BATEMAN. to the Minister for Local
Government:

In view of the concern being shown
among residents living in Gerard Street,
Cannington. and other adjoining streets,
regarding the proposed upgrading of
Gerard Street, and a major highway
plus overpass construction, etc , When is
it anticipated-

(a) resumption of property will begin:
(b) the work will be completed?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(a) and (b) Gerard Street is indicated as a

"proposed major road'' in the proposed
City of Canning town planning scheme
No. 21. Gerard Street is the
responsibility of the City of Canning.
Provision has been made in the
metropolitan region scheme, however, to
reserve land in Gerard Street at its
intersection With Railway Parade to
permit future construction of a bridge
spanning the railway and Sevenoaks
Street, an important regional road. No
date has been set for either resumption
of the MRS reserved land or
construction of the bridge.

EDUCATION: NON-GOVERNMENT
SCHOOLS

Bookings

620. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Education:

Is it a fact that private high schools are
fully booked out with students until the
late 1980s?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
I do not have access to data on this
subject.

621. This question was postponed.

HEALTH: TOBACCO

Advertising

622. Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:

What is his Government's attitude to
what has been described as the
antisocial practice of tobacco companies
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pushing the drug nicotine by what is
called -accidental- advertising, that is
to say, the variety of advertising which is
not accidental at all, but calculated to
defeat Australian laws which ban
advertising on radio and television'?

Sir CH11A R LES COU RT repl ied:

The Governmecnt has no statutory
authority over advertising "accidentally"
or otherwise, on radio and television.

Out interest in the matter of advertising
is evident in the establishment of t he
committee on the monitoring of the
advertising of tobacco prod ucts.

Further, the Minister for Health chaired
a recent meeting of the Australian
HeIalth Ministers' Conference which
approved the setting up of a committee
on tobacco products to exampine and
report on methods and stages of
reducing the usage of all tobacco
products.

STATE FINANCE

Consolidated Revenue Fund: Balancing

623. Mr BERTRAM. to the Treasurer:

(1) Will he advise whether it is his intention
to balance this year's Consolidated
Revenue Fund Budget by holding back a
sumn of money for that express purpose?

(2) If "No", why?
(3) Has he ever failed to balance the

Consolidated Revenue Fund a fter
having held back millions of dollars for
the express purpose of balancing it?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) to (3) 1 find the implications in the
member's question offensive. The
Budget results in previous years and the
transactions behind the results have
been fully explained to members in Press
releases and the Budget speech in the
succeeding year. This practice will be
followed again this year.
In reply to question 200 1 advised the
member [or Mt. Hawthorn that the
Budget strategy was explained when the
Consolidated Revenue Fund Estimates
were presented to Parliament. I have
nothing further to add to that.

SEWERAGE

Mt. Hawthorn

624. Mr BERTRAM. to the Minister for Water
Resources:

(1) Is he and his Government aware that a
huge area of the Mt. Hawthorn
electorate which has been built up for
years is still unsewered?

(2) How much longer does he intend that
this state of affairs will continue'?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) Approximately 50 per cent of the Mt,
Hawthorn electorate is currently
unsewe red,

(2) Answered by part (2) of my reply to
question 205 of 31 March 1981.

SEWERAGE

Ncdla nds

625. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for Water
Resources:

How much of the Nedlands electorate is
still unsewered?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
The Nedlands electorate is
approximately 99 per cent sewered.

HEALTH: TOBACCO

Advertising

626. Mr BERTRAM. to the Minister for
Trans port:

(1) Do Metropolitan Transport Trust buses,
or any of them still carry
advertisements by tobacco companies
pushing the drug nicotine through
cigarettes?

(2) If "Yes", how much longer or will this
be tolerated?

Mr RUJSHTON replied:

(1) Yes. However the amount of space used
for all forms of tobacco advertising is
only 0.95 per cent of the total
advertising space available.

(2) In view of the low percentage of total
advertising space involved it is not
intended to take any action at this stage.

627. This question was postponedf.
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NATURAL DISASTERS

Earthquakes: Increase

628. Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:

(1) Is it a fact that since 1960 this State has
on average experienced far more
earthquakes and tremors than in the 50
years prior thereto?

(2) If "No", will he provide details of the
precise situation?

(3) How many buildings, if any, in Perth
arc constructed to withstand a
significant earthquake?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) It would be very difficult to make a

comparison, as the technology and
instrumentation for detectintg
movements of the earth's Crust arc far
more sensitive and sophisticated today
as compared with equipment used in the
carly part of the century.
There does appear, however,- to be an
increase in activity since the Meckering
earthquake in 1968.

(2) Answered by (1).
(3) Perth lies within zone A of the seismic

zone assessment for Australia. Most
buildings in Perth are designed to
withstand damage likely to be
expericnced in that zone.

INCOME TAX

Donations to Earthquake Victims

629. Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:

(1) Further to my question 206 of 1981
relevant to donations to earthquake
victims, when did he seek the
Commonwealth Government's attitude
in future cases of this kind?

(2) What result has he so far achieved?
(3) Has he made any representations to the

Fraser Government concerning
donations made to the Yugoslav
earthquake victims in 1980?

(4) If "No", why9

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) to (4) I have written to the Prime

Minister on this matter asking him to
review the situation in respect of the
Yugoslav earthquake appeal and to
ensure that such apparent
inconsistencies do not occur in the
future.

I do not expect a reply before I attend
the 4 May Premiers' Confrernce where I
intcnd to raise the matter on a Personal
basis with the Prime Minister and the
Federal Treasurer.

HOUSING

Pensioners: Means Limit

630. Mr BERTRAM, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Housing:

What is the means limit for single
pensioners seeking State Housing
Commission assistance?

Mr LAURANCE replied:

The State Housing Commission provides
housing for single aged or invalid
pensioners who meet a means test
criteria which is-

(a) to be 50 years of age or more:
(b) income not to exceed ihe aged or

invalid pension--$69.10 per
week-plus $4.00 per week from
any other source;

(c) liquid assets of no more than
31 000.

The means test is currently under review
to examine whether adjustments are
necessary to keep pace with money
values.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOLS

Students
631. Mr BERTRAM. to the Minister for

Education:

(1) Has he been correctly reported as
having mentioned certain groupings of
senior high schools serving student
populations of 4 576 and 2 650 students?

(2) Will he supply details of all the other
school groupings which were made
before he and Cabinet decided to Close
Tuart Hill Senior High School?

(3) If "No", why?
(4) Will he supply details of all surveys

taken on senior high schools in the last
live years of school population?
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Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) to (3) The considerations concerning
leant Hill were made in comparison
with neighbouring high schools at Perth
Modern. Mirrabooka, Balcatta, and Mt.
Lawley.

(4) A summary of actual and predicted
enrolments for all metropolitan high
schools is being prepared in response to
question 595 of 14 April 1981.

EDUCATION

Senior Colleges

632. Mr BERTRAM, to thc Minister for
Education:

In what respects is the opposition to the
new senior colleges "illogical and
selfish", as he is reported to have said?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
Some of the objections display an
unwillingness to deal with the facts of
the situation. The populations of several
schools in each group will decline so
sharply that unless action of the sort
proposed is undertaken, their future
educational programmes will become
increasingly limited. The changes are
very much in the long-term interests of
future high school children in the
district. In addition, the new senior
colleges will provide educational
opportunities for other young people in
the area which will greatly enhance their
transition from school to work.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL

Twint Hill

633. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Education:

When did the several years of detailed
work commence which led to the
decision to close Tuart Hill Senior High
School and convert it to a senior
college?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
The Education Department continuously
monitors enrolment trends State wide
and on an individual school basis. Two
major studies have been undertaken in
recent years arising from concern about
sharply declining populations in inner
city high schools. The first of these

began in August 1979 and an internal
report was completed a few months
later. The second commenced in May
1980 and the draft report was completed
in December 1980.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL

Tuarl Hill

634. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister
Education:

for

Is he aware that some year 10 students
of Tuart Hill Senior High School have
already decided to leave school this year
rather than have their studies
interrupted later on?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

No, but I appreciate that rumour and
uncertainty might cause unwise actions.
I believe all students should avoid
decisions of this type until they have all
the facts at their disposal. A full and
effective programme will be available to
these students in Tuart Hill High School
in 1981. In all regards it is in the
interests of a student to change schools
at the end of 1981 after completing the
Achievement Certificate rather than
during 1981.

EDUCATION

Senior Colleges and Tuart Hill High School

635. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Education:

In the years-

(a) 1982;
(b) 1983;
(c) 1984;
(d) 1985;
(e) 1986; and
(f) 1987;

Mr

(a)

what will be the senior college
population at what is now Tuart Hill
Senior High School?

GRAYDEN replied:
to (f) It is considered unwise to attempt
any such predictions in advance of
finalising enrolment details of the senior
college proposal.
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TRADE UNION

Teachers' Union

636. Mr BERTRAM. to the Minister for
Education:

(I) Did he meet with Teachers' Union
representatives on Monday. 13 April
last?

(2) If "Yes", what decisions, if any. were
then reached?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(I)
(2)

Yes.
It was agreed to establish a joint
committee comprising Five
representatives of the Teachers' Union
and five representatives of the Education
Department to meet on a regular basis.
The committee will consider all matters
related to the relocation of teachers as a
consequence of the decision to establish
two senior colleges and the staffing
structures and working conditions to
apply when the new institutions are
operational in 1983.

EDUCATION

Murcsk Agricultural College

637. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) (a) Is the Muresk Agricultural College
to acquire the research station
adjacent to it; and

(b) if so, under what conditions and for
what specific purposes'!

(2) What area of land does Muresk
Agricultural College hold at this time?

(3) What is the area of the research station
referred to in (1)?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) (a) and (b) No decision has been made

on ibis mailer.
(2) The Principal of Muresk Agricultural

College advises that the total area held
by the College is 899 hectares.

(3) 787 hectares.

D)RA INAG E

Beckenham

638. Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for Water
Resources:

(1) Is there still a great deal of resentment
a mong residents living i n the
Beekenham area regarding the drainage
rate charges?

(2) What amount of revenue does his
department receive from the City of
Gosnells for subsidiary drainage or any
other form of drainage?

(3) As these residents have to pay water
rates, sewerage ratles, excess water rates,
etc., how ca n he justi fy the d rai nage rate
imposed last year, especially in view of
the fact that the residents are also
required to pay a drainage rate in their
local authority rates to their local
government authority?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) No.
(2) Approximately $116 500 for the current

1980-81 year.
(3) See answer to part (2) of question 47 of

Thursday, 7 August, 1980.

LESCHENAULT IN LET

Boatis

639. Mr BARN ETT, to the Minister for Works:

(1) In respect of Lesehenault Inlet, what
work has been authorised since
November 1979 to either upgrade the
Davis Road ramp or to create alternate
launch ing poi nts offr Scenic Drive?

(2) What work has commenced?
(3) What work has been completed?
Mr MENSAROS replied:

The Public Works Department has no
knowledge of a Davis Road ramp. If the
question refers to the Paris Road ramp
the answer is-

(1) No work has been authorised from
departmental funds.

(2) and (3) Answered by (1).

CONSERVATION AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Collie River

640. Mr BARNETT, to
representing the Minister
and the Environment:

the Minister
for Conservation

What attention since November 1979
has been given to calls for the
"protection revitalisation and
revegelation)" of the eroded banks at the
mouth of the Collie River?
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Mr O'CONNOR replied:

Work has been commenced on the north
bank of the mouth of the Collie River
west of the highway to repair the eroded
sections of the foreshore. Preliminary
attention has been given to the south
side of the Collie River west of the
foreshore. The work at present has been
suspended because the Lesehenault Inlet
Management Authority is currently
examining development proposals on
both sides of the Collie River.

M r O'CON NOR replied:

(a)

if)
to (e) No studies have been carried out;
a study by Messrs Blackwell and Cala
on the vegetation of the estuary
foreshore:

(g) a study has been carried out by the
Public Works Department.

PEEL INLET

Foresbore Reserves

643. Mr BARNETT, to
representing the Minister
and the Environment:

LESCHENAULT INLET

Foreshore Revila lisa lion

641. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

In respect of the Lesehenault Estuary
what revitalisation has taken place since
1979 of the strip between Scenic Drive
and the estuary?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

The Lesehenault Inlet Management
Authority has carried out a tree planting
programme.

LESCHENAULT INLET
Managcmnn Programme

642. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

Since the Lesehenault Inlet
Management Authority management
programme of November 1979, what
further studies have been done on-

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(c)

(f)
(g)

foreshore reserve clarification;
strata title implications:
catchment management guidelines;
tide research;
revegetation easement implement-
ation;
lan dscape studies;
Lesehenault Inlet ocean entrance?

the Minister
for Conservation

How much vacant Crown land and
foreshore reserves of the area under the
Peel Inlet management authority has
been vested jointly in the management
authority and the local authority since it
was recommended in November 1979 in
the Peel Inlet management programme?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

None.

PEEL AND HARVEY INLETS

Foresliore Reserves

644. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

(1) Does. the Department of Conservation
and Environment consider that
easements of 50 metres in Peel Inlet and
Harvey estuary and 10 metres
revegetation easements in upper reaches
is an adequate amount of land to be
reserved in the form of foreshore
reserves?

(2) If "No", what size of reserve is
recommended?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) and (2) The Department of
Conservation and Environment considers
that where a foreshore reservation is
appropriate, the actual width of the
reserves should be determined by taking
into account the nature of the banks and
fringing vegetation and adjoining land
uses.
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LESCHENAULT INLET

Foreshore Reserves

645. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

(1) Does the Department of Conservation
and Environment consider that
easements of 50 metres in Lesehenault
Estuary and 10 metres revegetation
easements in upper reaches is an
adequate amount or land to be vested in
the form of foreshore reserves?

(2) If "No", what size of reserve is
recommended?

Mr O'CON NOR replied:
(1) and (2) The Department of

Conservation and Environment considers
that where a foreshore reservati on is
appropriate, the actual width of the
reserves should be determined by taking
into account the nature of the banks and
fringing vegetation and adjoining land
uses.

PEEL INLET

Works Programme

646. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

(1) Is it a fact that the Peel Inlet
Management Authority capital works
programme calls for $0.33 million to be
spent in 1980?

(2) How much short of this has been spent,
and why is there such a shortfall?

(3) Is it a fact that the same programme
calls for $0.5 million to be spent in
1981 ?

(4) (a) How much of this has been spent so
far this year; and

(b) how much is it expected will be
spent by the end of 1981?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) No.
(2) Capital works spent 1979-80 $53 276.
(3) No.
(4) (a) Capital Works Budget 1980-81

$67000; spent to date $15952;
remainder committed to current
works programme.

(b) expenditure by 30 June 1981
567 000.

LESCHENAULT INLET

Works Programme

647. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

(1) Is it a fact that the Lesehenault Inlet
Management Authority capital works
programme calls for the expenditure of
$0.35 million in 1980?

(2) How much short of this has been spent
and why is there such a shortfall?

(3) Is it a fact that the same programme
calls for the expenditure of $0.35 million
in 1981?

(4) How much of this has been spent so far
and how has it been spent?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

No.
Capital Works spent 1979-80 $35 223.
No.
Capital Works Budget 1980-81 $32 102.
Expenditure to date $11 458 on
Dardanup parking lot and Australind
facilities. Remainder committed to
current works programmes.

LESCHENAULT INLET

Subdivisions

648. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for Urban
Development and Town Planning:

Would she please provide plans showing
date of approval of all "subdivisions"
approved during the last three years
along the shores of the Lesehenault
estuarine system?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
Yes, but as I indicated in my reply to
both question 418 (4) and 434, such
questions involve considerable research.
However, the information will be
provided at the earliest possible date.

PEEL AND HARVEY INLETS

Subdivisions

649. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for Urban
Development and Town Planning:

Would she please provide plans showing
date of approval of all "subdivisions"
during the last three years along the
shores of the Peel/Harvey estuarine
systems?
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Mrs CRAIG replied:

Yes, but as I indicated in my reply to
both question 418 (4) and 434. such
questions involve considerable research.
However, the information will be
provided at the earliest possible date.

TOWN PLANNING

Ma ndu ra h

650. Mr BIARNETT, to the Minister for Urban
Development and Town Planning:

(1) Is she aware of any proposal to zone
land bounded by the Old Coast Road,
McLarty Road, Leighton Road, and
Dalrymple Terrace, Mandurab, to
suitably retain it in its present form as
an area of historical recreational and
educational significance?

(2) Would she please provide details?!

Mrs CRAIG replied:

(1) No.
(2) See(I) above.

CONSERVATION AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Coastal Zone Management

651. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

(1) Does the department have copies of the
report by the Australian Government
Standing Committee on coastal zone
management last year'?

(2) If so. would the Minister please provide
mc with one?

Mr O'CON NOR replied:

(1) and (2) The department has library
copies only. However, the report is
available from the Australian
Government Publishing Service
Bookshop, Mount Newman House, 200
St. George's Terrace. Perth.

CONSERVATION AN D THE
ENVIRONMENT

Peel-Preston Planning Study

652. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

With reference to answers to question
429 of 1981 relevant to the Peel-Preston
planning study, what are the reasons for
non-inclusion into the reserves system of
the balance of areas listed in appendix 11
on page 39 of the study report, giving
details for each specific ease?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

The Peel-Preston planning study report
does not commit the Government to
incorporate these areas in appendix 11
into Yalgorup National Park. However,
the system 6 study has considered 'the
Yalgorup National Park and the study
report will be released shortly.

LESCHENAULT INLET

Fish Breeding Grounds

653. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Fisheries and
Wildlife:

Would the Minister please provide a list
of all fish and crustaceans that are
known to use the Lesehenault estuarine
system as a breeding ground?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

Work has not been undertaken which
allows the direct preparation of the
required list for the Leschenault
estuarine system. However, from general
knowledge of fish biology and catches
taken by Fishermen operating in
Leschenault estuary, it can be stated
that the species composition of fish in
Lesehenault estuary and their use of the
estuary will be similar to that found in
the Peel and Harvey systems. A list for,
that system has been sent to the member
resulting from his question 428 on 8
April 1981.
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PEEL AND HARVEY INLETS

Birds

654. Mr BA R NETT. to the Minister
representing the Minister for Fisheries and
Wildlife:

(1) Further to answers to question 429 of
1981 relevant to birdlife at Peel and
Harvey Inlets, how long have the studies
been going on which revealed the
information?

(2) During this time have any birds which
were known to use the system as a
breeding ground now either disappeared
from it or chosen not to use it?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) The information provided in answer to

question 427 of 1981 relevant to birdlife
at Peel and Harvey Inlets was obtained
from a study made by the Western
Australian Wildlife Research Centre of
Peel and Harvey Inlets birds between
August 1976 and June 1977 inclusive,
from the ornithological literature and
from knowledge of experts in the
department.

(2) Longer-term studies would be required
to answer this question. The Australian
pelican has not bred successfully at Peel
Inlet since 1975. Pelicans have only bred
at Peel Inlet on a few occasions between
1962 and 1975.

LESCHENALJLT INLET

Birds

655. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Fisheries and
Wildlife:

Would the Minister please provide a list
of all birds known to use and rely on the
Lesehenault estuarine system as a
breeding ground'?

Mr O'CON NOR replied:
Following is a list of all water birds
known t0 use the Lesehenault estuarine
system as a breeding ground-

I . Black cormorant.
2. Little black cormorant.
3. Little pied cormorant.
4. Darter.
5. Hoary-headed grebe.
6. White-faced heron.
7. White egret.

S.
9.

10.

Rufus night heron.
Black swan.
Mountain duck.
Black duck.
Grey teal.

13. Coot.
14. Red-capped dotterel.
I5. White-headed stilt.
16. White-fronted chat.
17. Little grass-bird.
18. Whistling kite.

PLEASE NOTE: These are only waler
birds. We have not attempted 1o list
other birds which may breed on the
banks; only those which rely on the
estuarine system as a breeding ground.

LESCI-ENAULT INLET

Fishermen

656. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Fisheries and
Wildlife:

(I) How many professional fishermen are
licensed to fish in Lesehenault Inlet?

(2) How many actually fish there?
(3) What is the annual tonnage of fish taken

by professionals and what types of fish
are taken?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(I)
(2)
(3)

22.
17.
The total tonnage of fish taken within
the Lesehenault Intl by professional
fishermen for the 1979-80 financial year
ending 30 June was 190.2 tonnes.
The main species of fish taken are sea
mullet, yellow eye mullet, Western sand
whiting, Perth herring, cobbler, and blue
manna crabs.

LESCI-ENAULT INLET

Land Ownership

657. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Lands:

How much land surrounding the
Leschenattlt Inlet is in the form of
public ownership?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
As advised in the answer to question 422
to 1981 plans depicting land tenure
cover many sheets and are available for
inspection at Ihe Lands Department
public counter.
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LFSCHENAULT INLET

Wetlands

658. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

(1) How much land surrounding the
Lesehenault Inlet is in the form of
wetlands'?

(2) Would the Minister please provide plans
or maps of same showing details'?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) A study is currently being undertaken

by the Waterways Commission's
research officer.

(2) Not available at this stage.

PEEL AND HARVEY INLETS

Land Ownership

659. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Lands:

Further to his answers to question 422
of 1981 relevant to land ownership
surrounding Peel and Harvey Inlets,
would he please provide mec with copies
of the plans referred to in his answer to
part (1)?

M rs C RA IG repl ied:
No. See answer to question 657 of 198 1.

LESCHENAULT INLET

Land Ownership

660. Mr BAR NETT, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Lands:

(1) H-ow mueh land surrounding the
Lesehenault Inlet in the form of
wetlands is in public ownership'?

(2) Would the Minister please provide plans
showing the det~ils?

Mrs CRAIG replied:

(I) and (2) See answer to question 657 of
1981. The Lands and Surveys
Department does not keep records
identifying wetlands in this area.

PEEL IN LET

Septic Tanks

661. Mr BARNETT. to the Minister for Urban
Development and Town Planning:

Further to answers to question 418 of
1981 relevant to septic tanks and the

Peel Inlet area, will she please undertake
to provide by correspondence the
information which was sought: i.e.. part
(4) '

Mrs CRAIG replied:
Yes.

LESCHENAIJLT INLET

Septic Tanks

662. Mr BARN ETT, to the Minister [or Urban
Development and Town Planning:

(1) Is it a fact that the Leschenault Inlet
Management Authority management
programme says "No more septic tanks
on new development"?

(2) When was this section of the
management programme first advised to
the Government?!

(3) (a) How many new developments have
been approved in the area since the
date in (2);

(b) what are they'?
(4) Would she please detail how many lots

are involved in (3)?!
Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) I an -advised that the Lesehenault Inlet

Management Authority may make a
recommendation to that effect for
certain areas.

(2) A copy of the document was received by
the then Minister for Conservation and
the Environmient in December 1979.

(3) (a) Details of development. in the area
aire held by the respective local
authorities:-

(b) see (a) above.
(4) See (3) (a) above.

LESCH-ENAULT INLET

Canal Developments

663. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:
(1) How many applications for canal type

development have been reeived by [lhe
Government since 1975 for the area
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under the control of the Lesehenault
Inlet Management Authority?

(2) What is the current Status Of each of
these applications"

Mr O'CONNOR replied.
(I) Three,
(2) Of these applications. Iwo arc in

abeyance awaiting the report of the
steering committee on canal
developments, and the third has been
discontinued.

LESCHENAULT INLET

Fores hare Reserves

664. M r RARNETT, to the Minister
representing the Minister For Conservation
and the Environment7

(1) Has the Leschenault Inlet Management
Authority sought to retain foreshore
reserves along all the foreshores of the
estuary'?

(2) (a) What type of reserves: and
(b) what size are they'!

(3) How many, and which have been agreed
to by the Government?!

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) (a) Camping and picnicking. stopping

places., recreation, hail site,
Government requirements,
camping, drains, boy scouts, water.
fisheries and fauna, and parkiands.

(b) Varymi size.
(3) 25.

CONSERVATION AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

Bibra Lake

665. Mr BA R NETT to the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

(I) What action has been taken by the
Minister's department to evaluate the
proposals by Edglcy International to
develop the Bibra Lake area'?

(2) Who in the department has been
allucated the investigation'!

(3) Have details of the project been received
from Edgley International?!

(4) How long is the evaluation expected to
take?

(5) Will the report be available to the
general public at the conclusion?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) The Minister has requested the
Environmental Protection Authority to
provide him with a full report on the
proposal.

(2) Environmental Protection Authority.

(3) No.
(4) The Minister has requested that the

report be provided as soon as possible.

(5) On reeipt of the report the Minister
will consider the recom mendat[ions, if
any. and report to the Government. and
a decision will then be made as to its
release.

PEEL INLET

Foreshore Reserves

666. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

With reference to answers provided to
question 517 of 1981 relevant to Peel
Inlet foreshore reserves, will the
Minister please provide rue with a list of
and details of the 64 reserves which have
been agreed to by the Government,
providing details of when whey were
vested, and in whom they were vested?!

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

The answer to this question will take
some time to collate and will he
forwarded direct to the member.

PEEL INLET

Foreshore Reserves

667. Mr BA RN ETT. to . the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

(I) Further to question 5 17 of 1981 relevant
to Peel Inlet foreshore reserves. is it a
fact that the Peel Inlet Management
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Authority recommends a minimum
foreshore reserve of 50 mectres in the
inlet and estuary and a minimum of 10
metres for revegetation easements in
upper reaches?

(2) (a) Is this consistent with the
department's scientific evaluation
of the area's needs:

(b) does the department's evaluation
show a need for larger areas as
foreshore reserves; and

(c) [fso. how much'?
(3) What has been done by the Government

since 1979 to comply with either (1) or
(2) ?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) The Peel Inlet Management Authority

recommends a minimum of 50 metres
for a foreshore reserve. The authority is
concerned regarding rcvegetation in the
upper reaches and the management
programme proposes a requirement of a
minimum IlO-meire casement.

(2) (a) Generally it is consistent.
(b) In some areas the authority

considers that there should be
larger -areas for foreshore reserves
because of the type of bank, the
vegetation and the land use and
makes recom mendlat ions for these
larger areas to be negotiated for by
Government.

(c) The size of the reserves is still being
evaluated in these areas.

(3) Where areas come up for some
subdivision, the authority has
recommended for foreshores of 50
metres to be negotiated and in some
eases areas additional to this, such as
Barraghup Island.

LESCHENAULT INLET
Water Exchanec Studies

668. Mr BA RN ETT, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

(1) Have any studies been done on thle
exchange of water between Leschecnault
Inlet and the ocean?

(2) What are those studies?
(3) If they are complete, will the Minister

please provide them?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(I) to (3) None.

HEALTH

Speech Therapy

669. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

Does he intend introducing legislation
during this session to provide for the
training, qualification, and registration
of persons as speech therapists?

Mr YOUNG replied:

No.

STOCK: SHEEP

Middle Easi Interests: Properties

670. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) How many properties
Australia owned by
interests engaged in
holding, and feedlotting
there at the present time?

in Western
Middle East
the agisting,
of sheep are

(2) Who owns each of these properties?
(3) How many sheep is it estimated these

properties will handle for the live sheep
trade each year'?

Mr OLD replied:

(1) to (3) This information is not available
to my department.

HEALTH: MENTAL

New Act

671. Dr DADOUR, to the Minister for Health:

When will the proposed new mental
health Act be presented to Partiament?

M, ' 01 ,NG %cP '

It is proposed to introduce the new
mental health Act into Parliament this
session.
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EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOL

Sa wyers Valley

672. Mr H-ERZFELD, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) How many children are enrolled at the

Sawyers Valley Primary School and how
many are there in each grade?

(2) Would he advise how many toilet units
are available for-
(a) boys:
(b) girls?

(3) Of what materials are- the toilet
buildings constructed and what size are
they?

(4) Has his department been advised that
the buildings are or have been white ant
infested'?

(5) Are they safe?
(6) What distance are they from the

classrooms?
(7) How many children can use the facilities

at any one time?
(8) Is there a covered way between these

facilities and the classrooms?
(9) Is there any cover from the elements for

children waiting to enter the toilets?
(10) Is it a fact that during periods of

inclement weather children are required
by teachers to don raincoats to go to the
toilet?

(11) How Car are staff toilet facilities from
the classroom?

(12) Would he concede that the toilet
facilities at the school are less than
appropriate by to-day's standards in
terms of distance, standard, pupils per
unit, and condition?

(13) Will he take urgent action to-
(a) make provision for replacement

facilities to be provided as soon as
practicable:

(b) as an interim measure provide some
cover against the elements for
children waiting to use the toilets?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Pre-Primary 7

Yearl1 5
Year 2 12
Year 3 5
Year 4 4
Year 5 3
Year 6 8
Year 7 7

(2) (a) Boys-I WC and I urinal:
(b) girls I WC.

(3) to (13) The Education Department is
aware of the deficiencies of the Sawyers
Valley School, including its toilets. The
school is listed for replacement and this
will be attended to as soon as possible,
within the availability of funds for this
type of project.

673. This question was postponed.

RAILWAYS

Fertilisers

674. Mr McPHARLIN, to the Minister for
Transport:

For all fertilisers carried by Westrail in
1979-80 from Geraldion and Kwinana,
what tonnage did Westrail deliver to
each siding on the-

(a) Avon-Southern Cross line;
(b) Avon-Merredin line;
(c) Wyalkatchem-Mukinbudin line:
(d) Dowerin-Kalannie-Bonnie Rock inc;
(e) Dongara-Mogumber line:
(f) Mullewa-Goomalling line;
(g) Miling-Coondle line?
Mr RUSHTON replied:
(a) AVON-MERREDIN (inclusive)

Stations Net Tonnes
Avon 149
Grass Valley 359
Meckering 2994
Cunderdin 4 156
Ta mmin 2 505
Kellcrberrin 4509
Doodlakine 3 340
Hines Hill 548
West Merredin 19775

Total 38 335

(b) MERREDIN (Exclusive)-
SOUTH ERN CROSS
B u rracoppin
Carrabin
Bodallin
Moorine Rock
Southern Cross

SI Total

I 056
I 327
2 557

867
2815

8 622

1103
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(c) WYALKATCI-EM-MUKINBUDIN
Wyalkatchem 2 146
Nalkain 786
Coweowing 442
Koorda 2 787
Gabbin I 468
Mandiga 1 335
Bencubbin 1 604
Welbungin 847
Mukinbudin 3 146

Total 14561

(d) DOWERIN-KALANNIE-
BONNIE ROCK
Dowerin
Ejandirig
Moonijin
Man mann n g
Cadoux
Kokardine
Kirwan
Burakin
Kalannie
Kuija
Mollerin
Cleary
Beacon
Wialki
Bonnie Rock

Total

(e) DONGARA-MOGUMBER
Dongara
Mingenew
Yandanooka
Arrino
Three Springs
Carnamah
Winchester
Coorow
Marchage
Gunyidi
Watheroo
Namban
Coomberdale
Moora
Barberton
Koojan
Gillingarra
Mogumber

Total

3 585
1 139
1 309
1 219
2 234

941
1 211

479
3 877

871
20

1 754
4 596
I 788
1 325

26 348

10
I 067

556
2 923
2 484
2 960
1 073
4611
3 008
1 461
3 004

776
I 073
3 165
I 115

198
544
423

30451

(f) MULLEWA-GOOMALLING
Mullewa 154
Tardun 538
Canna 367
Goitha 529
Pintharuka 847
Morawa 1 913
Koolanooka 323
Bowgada 399
Perenjori 2 493
Caron 418
Bunjil I 747
Latham I 369
Maya 2 159
Bunting I 214
Wubin 2789
Nagadong 1 202
Dalwallinti 4 763
Pithara 1 526
Ballidu I 423
Kondut I1962
Korraling 378
Wongan Hills 4716
Konnongorring I 837
Goornalling 4652

Total 39 718

(g) MILING-COONDLE
Miling 3041
Bindi Bindi 372
Gabalong 874
Piawanirtg I 528
Yerecoin I 029
Carani 187
Calingiri 391
Calcarra 967
Bolgart I 325

Total 9714

FUEL AND ENERGY: ELECTRICITY

Power SinaIion: Ca rna rvon

675. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Fuel and
Energy:

(1) Has the State Energy Commission
completed arrangements to take over the
Carnarvon power station?

(2) IfC"Yes'-

(a) what is the takeover date:
(b) what tariffs will apply:
(c) what price is to be paid

capital works?
for the

1104
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Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) No.

(2) (a) to (c) Not applicable.

HOUSING: PURCHASE

Loans: Repayment

676. Mr CARR, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) Does the State Housing Commission
impose restrictions that requi re a
purchaser of a commission home to
repay the loan within a particular
number of-e.g. IlI-years?

(2) If "Yes', will he please provide details
of such a requirement and the reasoning
behind such a restriction?

Mr LAURANCE replied:

(1)
(2)

Yes.
Under the terms of the home purchase
assistance scheme the amount of the
loan must be repaid by a monthly
instalment approximately equal to one
week's wage of the applicant. The
maximum term is 30 years.
In a situation where the loan is
substantially less than the maximum
allowed; i.e.. the repayment term on the
above basis could be I I years, but is
negotiable depending upon his other
commitments and age of the purchaser.

IHEA LTH

Nursing Homc: Gcraldton

677. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Is it a fact that a co-ordinating
committee consisting of representatives
of the Federal Health Department,
Social Security Department, and State
health authorities has been set up to
consider applications for approval of
proposed new nursing home
accommodation?

(2) On how many occasions, and on what
dates has this committee considered an
application from Geraldton Nursing
Home for approval for additional
accommodation?

(3) What was the reccommendation of the
co-ordinating committee on each of the
above occasions?

(4) What was the reason given by the co-
ordinating committee for its
recommendation on each of the above
occasions?

(5) Have the State Government
representatives on this committee
supported the application from
Geraldton Nursing Home?

Mr YOUNG replied:

(I) Yes.
(2) The application for extensions to the

Geraldton Nursing Home has been
considered by the committee on the
following dates-

12 December 1979.
6 February 1980.

27 February 1980.
30 July 1980.
29 October 1980.
7 January 1981.

25 February 1981.

(3) and (4) The application has been
rejected on the basis of the number of
nursing home beds currently available in
the local government area and the
number of beds available for nursing
home type patients in public hospitals
within the region.

(5) In view of the guideline ratios set down
for the provision of nursing home beds in
this community, the State
representatives have not been able to
justify supporting the application for
additional nursing home beds.

CRIME

Link with Psychiatric Treatnment

678. Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Police and Traffic:

(1) Is he familiar with the report by the
citizens' committee on human rights on
the major cause of violent crime,
presented to the assistant commissioner
on 2 April 1981?

(2) Does his department recognise that of
the 270 cases of murder, assassinations,
and like violent crimes cited in the
report an outstanding coincidence exists
between prior psychiatric treatment and
the committal of criminal acts?

1105
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(3) Does the Government believe that there
is a need for a full and open
investigation into the nature and
relationship of protective measures by
the WA Mental Health Services and
practice of psychiatry in protecting the
citizens of Western Australia, and the
actual homicidal acts and other violent
crimes committed by persons who have
been psychiatrically treated'?

Mr HASSELL replied:
(1) to0(3) No.

FUEL AND ENERGY: ELECTRICITY

Collic-Bunbury Pipeline

679. Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:

Has the State Energy Commission made
a decision not to proceed with the
construction of the proposed slurry
pipeline front Collie to Banbury?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
No.

RAILWAYS

Bunbury-Collic

-680. Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Transport:

Is Westrail conducting a feasibility
study into the building of a railway line
from the Collie coal deposits to join the
Donnybrook- Bu nbu ry rail link to.
transport coal that will be required for
the new Bunbury power station?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
Yes. An alternative route with more
favourable grades, which would involve
construction - of a rail connection
between Collie and the Donnybrook-
Boyup Brook railway, is being
examined.

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

Electorate Offices

681. Mr COWAN, to the Speaker:

(1) How many members of-
(a) the Legislative Assembly;

(b) the Legislative Council,

have parliamentary offices?

(2) H-owv many of these offices are situated
outside the boundaries of the electoral
province or district to which the member
is elected?

(3) How many offices in Parliament House
are shared by-

(a) two members;
(b) three members?

(4) How many members with parliamentary
offices have an additional office in
Parliament House which they do not
have to share?

(5) How many members have parliamentary
offices within Parliament House?

(6) How many offices are allocated for this
purpose?

(7) Have any parliamentary
Parliament House been
electric typewriters?

offices outside
equipped with

The SPEAKER replied:

(1) to (7) The matters raised by the member
are more appropriately ones for the
Joint House Committee to answer.
Accordingly, I have referred the
member's question to the chairman of
that committee for reply direct to the
member.

LAND: AGRICULTURAL

Conditional Purchase

682. Mr COWAN, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Lands:

In each of the last five years, what has
been the approximate average price paid
per heetare for Crown land allocated to
farmers on a conditional purchase lease
in the Shires of-

(a) Esperance:
(b) Ravensthorpe;
(c) Lake Grace;
(d) Kuhin;
(e) IKondinin; and
(f) Narembeen?

Mrs CRAIG replied:

(a) to (f) Statistics are not compiled and the
member is referred to the answer to
question 511 of 1980.
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EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL

Narembeen

683. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Works:

(1) When is the Narernbeen District High
School scheduled for at repair and
renovation programme?

(2) Will the programme include the
provision of new classrooms and the
removal of some of the existing rooms?

(3) If -Yes', how many new rooms "'ill be
added and which rooms will be
removed?!

(4) Will the repair and renovation
programme include internal and
external painting'?

(5) What is the estimated Cost Of the
program me?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) Mid-1981.
(2) No.
(3) Not applicable.
(4) External painting only. Internal painting

was carried out in 1979.
(5) It is not considered desirable to release

estimated costs of projects about to go to
tender.

ED)UCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOLS AND)
HIGH SCHOOLS

Limited C'are and Maintenance

684. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for
Education:

(I) I[low many schools are there in Western
Australia that are scheduled to be
replaced. and are now on limited care
and maintenance?

(2) Can a list of those schools be provided'?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) and (2) At present there are seven
schools listed for eventual replacement
and this list is expected to change from
time to time. The schools identified at
present, in order of notification. are--

Caversham
Coogec
Jandakot
Oak ford
Sawyers Valley
Jigalong
S hackleton.

LO0A NS

Duty

685. Mr WILSON. to the Treasurer:

With regard to the announcement in
The West Australian of 10 April that
the threshold interest rate above which
certain loans attract a penalty stamp
duty under the provision of the Stamp
Act was to rise from 15 to 15.75 per
cent, and the Treasurer's answer to part
(3) of my question 472 of 8 April that
the limit has been progressively
increased as interest rates have moved
up, what were the dates of such
progressive increases and the
percentages involved over the past 12
months'?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
12 December 1980-increased from 14
per cent to 15 per cent.
10 April 1981-increased from I5 per
cent to 15.75 per cent.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL

Koondoola

686. Mr WILSON, to the Minister
Education:

for

(1) Has the planning branch of the
Education Department yet completed its
analysis of trends in enrolments where
there have been changes in the
distribution of pupils?

(2) When does he expect to be able to
respond to my inquiry about the need
for a high school in Koondoola?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) A response concerning a high school for

Koondoola will be made by letter in the
near future.

HOUSING: LAND

Diundlla Elctorate

687. Mr WI LSON. to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for IHousing:

With respect to vacant land held by the
State Housing Commission in the areas
of Balga, Nollamara. Dianella.
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Girrawhecen. Koondloola, Yirrigan. and
Mirrabooka -

(a) which lots arc to be offered for
purchase in 1981:

(b) which lots aire to be developed for
rental accommodation in 1981: and

(c) what type of accommodation is to
be built in each case'?

Mr LAURANCE replied:

(a) The following residential lots aire
currently available for sale to the
public-

Balga
NolIanma ra
Girrawheen
Koondloola

It is not anticipated
inereased in 198 1.

721ls

8 lots
S6 lots
S61ls

that the list will be

(b) and (c) The 1980-81 building
programme provides for the construction
of 17 units for aged persons on lot I
Moorehead Way, Koondloola and two
detached houses on lots 3 and 5
Ravenswood Drive, Nollaniara.

The programme for 1981-82 will not be
determined until after the Budget.

EDUCATION: 1'RE-PRIMARY

Centre: Play Groups

688. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) On what basis is the Education
Department making available 29 pre-
primary centres in the metropolitan area
for use by playgroups for four-year-
olds?

(2) Is this availability conditional on a set
minimum number of parents or children
being prepared to participate'?

(3) If "Yes' t0 (2), what is the minimum
number required'?

(4) In how many of the 29 pre-primary
centres aire playgroups now operating
and which are the centres concerned?!

MrGRAYDEN replied:
(1) Where parents wish to form a playgroup

in one of the 29 pre-priniary centres
with facilties not fully utilised they have
use of the building and appropriate
equipment. This is provided free of
charge and the playgroup advisers of the
Education Department assist in helping
pa rents to establish a suitable
programme.

(2) and (3) No, but viability of a group is
difficult if there are fewer than six
children attendiing.

(4) 14 playgroups have been fornied in the
following 12 pre-primary centres of the
29 originally identified-
Ardross
Ashfield
Bicton
Caniboon
Camberwarra
Carine
Morley
Mullaloo Heights
Rockingham
South Coogee
West Baleatta.

RAlILWAY S

Employees: Personal Files

689. Mr WILSON, to the Minister
Transport:

for

(I) Do employees of Westrail have right of
access to their personal record files'!

(2) If "Yes", what procedures are involved
in such access being made available?

(3) If "No". why is such access not
available?

(4) What recourse does an employee have in
a case where he or she has reason to
believe that adverse comments which
may affect his or her chances of
promotion or alternative appointment,
aire contained in his or her personal
record file?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) On application by the employee to his

supervisor his file will be made available
for examination in the presence of his
supervisor.

(3) Answered by (I).
(4) He may appeal to the head of his branch

and thereafter through that head to the
commission.
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The promotion of Westrail employees is
subject to the provisions of the
Govern ment Employees (Pronmot ions
Appeal Board) Act.

RECXR EAT ION

Gymnastficys

690. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) I-as the Governnient provided financial
or other assistance to gymnastic clubs or
associations in Western Australia during
the past three financial years'!

(2) If "Yes", what has been the amount of
assistance provided and to which
particular groups has it been allocated?

(3) Will the three Western Australian boy
gymnasts recently selected to represent
Australia in the forthcoming junior
boys' team tour of New Zealand. be
eligible for assistance under the recently
announced programme of grants for
young sports competitors travelling
overseas'!

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) Equipment $ 19 480- 1976-80: coaching

$2 152-1979-80; travel to national
championships $6500-1978-80: and
intrastate travel $96. A total of $19 480
has been granted to the WA Gymnastic
Association since 1976 to purchase
equipment for the State headquarters in
the Len Fletcher Pavilion and to
finance, by way of loan. equipment
purchases by the following clubs-
Albany Gymnastic Club.
Bayswater Gymnastic Club.
Bunbury Gymnastic Club.
Busselton Youth Committee.
Carnamah Gymnastic Club.
E. Gold fields YMCA.
Geraldion Police & Citizens Youth

Club.
Gingin Gymnastic Club.
Gnowangerup Gymnastic Club.
Goldsworthy Young Gymnastics.
Gosnells Police & Cits. Youth Club.
John Willeocks Gymnastic Club.
Kalgoorlie Police & Cits. Youth

Club
Katanning Police & Cits. Youth Club.
Kenwick & Dtstricts Gymnastic Club.
Kuhin Gymnastic Club.

Mandurah Police & Cits. Youth Club.
Manning Youth Club.
Moora Gymnastic Club.
Mt. Hawthorn Gymnastic Club.
Northam Police & Cits. Youth Club.
Northern Dists. Gymnastic Club.
Pa ra burdoo Gym n ast ic ClIu b.
Quairading Police & Cits. Youth

Club.
Sun City Gymnastics.
Wagin Gymnastic Club.
Wanneroo fists. Gymnastic Club.
West Coast Gymnasts.
Y.A.I-. Belmont.

(3) The eligibility of the three members of
the junior boys gymnastics team for
assistance under the talented junior
sports travel grants scheme will be
dependent upon: (a) the State and
national ranking of the individuals
concerned: and (b) the level of
competition in which the gymnasts will
compete while overseas.

FUEL AND ENERGY: NUCLEAR

Power Station
691. Mr WILSON, to the Premier:

(1) When does the Government expect to be
able to nominate a target date for the
switch on of a nuclear power Station in
Western Australia?

(2) What is the Crucial factor affecting any
decision by the Government on the
planning and building of a nuclear
power Station in Western Australia?

(3) Can he confirm that there will be a
leeway of 10 years between the decision
to build a nuclear power station and the
switch-on date for the operation of such
a power station?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) to (3) The Government is constantly

keeping the requirements for electric
power in Western Australia and the
means of satisfying that power demand
under review. This includes assessment
of the possible need for a nuclear power
stat ion.
The crucial factors to be considered are
the likely growth in power demand for
industrial purposes and the likely
availability and price of Western
Australian coal or alternative fuels and
sources of energy.
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Any announcement will be made at an
appropriate time, but I can confirm that
approximately 10 years would elapse
from a decision to proceed to the
bringing into service of the first unit of a
nuclear power station if such a course
was decided upon.

TRANSPORT: ROAD)

Iniersie

692. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Is the Government aware of possibly
serious pressures being imposed on
owner-drivers operating on interstate
routes as a result of apparently
unrealistic schedules being written into
contracts'?

(2) Is he aware of penalties of up to $300
per day for late delivery, being written
into such contracts'?

(3) Is he also aware of the possibly
disastrous results for drivers who are
virtually forced to infringe traffic
regualtions and suffer the consequent
withdrawal of their licences in their
attempts to comply with totally
unrealistic contractual requirements'?

(4) In view of the degree to which Western
Australia depends on the operations of
owner-drivers on interstate routes, has
the Government given any consideration
to ways of resolving the problems facing
these drivers?

(5) If "Yes". what has been the outcome of
such considerations?!

(6) If 'No", why not?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) to (3) No direct factual knowledge has
been received on (he various matters
referred to regarding the operations of
owner-drivers on interstate routes.

(4) Section 92 of the Constitution ensuring
freedom of trade between the States,
places limitations on the States' ability
to control the operating conditions of
interstate owner-drivers.
However, inquiries will be made into the
matters raised and the member advised
direct.

(5) and (6) Answered by above.

FISHERIES

Freantle Fishermnns Co-operative Society Lid.

693. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Labour
and Industry:

(1) Is he or his department aware of
possible serious irregularities in working
conditions and the payment of wages for
young people working as packers and
process workers for the Fremantle
Fishermen's Co-op in their crayfishing
operations at Jurien Bay'?

(2) Will he ensure that prompt
investigations are conducted into reports
that these workers are paid only once
every six weeks and at below award
rates, are provided with substandard
accommodation, and arc not supplied
with proper protective clothing and
medication to guard against painful skin
irritations and poison stings arising from
their work?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) No.
(2) Yes. It will assist those investigations if

the member could make available to me
more specific details of the complaints.

The packers and processors employed by
Fremantle Fishermen's Co-op at Jurien
Bay are covered by [he rock lobsier and
prawn processing award 1918, under ihe
State Industrial Arbitration Act 1979.
The union party to the Award is the
Food Preservers' Union of Western
Australia.

Those workers at Jurien Bay who belong
to that union should take their
complaints to ihe union. Those workers
who are not members of the union may
lodge complaints with the Industrial
Inspection Branch of ihe State
Department of Labour and Industry.

ED)UCATION

Tea chers- Pu blica lions

694. Mr WILSON, to the Minister
Education:

for

(1) What publications are issued by the
department for teachers in each subject
area'?

(2) How many issues of each publication are
to be put out this financial year'?
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(3) What is the estimated cost of each such
publication and how does this cost
compare with the issue of the same
publication in the previous year?

MrGRAYDEN replied:

(I) The publications issued by the
Education Department for teachers
consist of syllabuses, source books to
accompany student topic books, teacher
guides, and subject newsletters. One Or
more of these types of publications are
provided for all subjects in the primary
school, the core subjects and the
optional subjects of modern languages.
manual arts, business education, home
economics, physical education, and
media studies in the lower secondary
school and in English and physical
science in the upper secondary school.

(2) (a) One issue of each of the newsletters
for social studies, mathematics,
primary science, and art to be put
out this financial year;

(b) other teacher materials which are
to be put out this financial year
are-
Religious studies -eacher guide
Music in schools: sts I -yllabus
secondary English: year

S--teacher mud.
Folk dances-physical educatian-

teatcher guide

(3) The estimnated c.1 oreach publication

500 copies
' 50() copies

40W copies

2 000 copies

comparison

Relig osaudies $1.60 new material
Music in school $6.00 $8.40
Seconday English: not primed previous

years $2.10 year
Folk dance. $0.40 nol prinied previous

New,Ie ers- social 15030 varies with eaeh
st ud ies $0.35 issue

Malhentalics $0.30 5 0.39 varies with each

Primary scieance $0.0 $0.05 varies With each
issue

Art $1.35 $2.00) varies with each

HOUSING

Noliannara

695. Mr WILSON. to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) How many and what type of units are to
be constructed on vacant land between
Mirrabooka Avenue and Tetworth
Crescent, Nollamara?

(2) Are these units to be for rent or
purchase?

Mr LAURANCE replied:

(1) The State Housing Commission is about
to sign a contract for the construction of
I I single detached three bedroomcd
homes.

(2) These units will be for purchase.

HOUSING

Koondoola

696. Mr WILSON, to the Honorary Minister
Assi .sting the Minister for Housing:

What is the current status of plans for
the development of a medical cenrer on
lot 699 Lea Road, Kooindoola, or of the
development of this land for any other
purpose?

Mr LAURANCE replied:
Public tenders
Saturday, 25
proposals for
medical centre.

will be advertised on
April 1981 inviting

the development of a

SETTLEMENT AGENCIES

Legislation

697. Mr JAM IESON, to the Chief Secretary:

(I) What other States have a settlement
agents Act?

(2) How long have these Acts been in
existence?

(3) Do these Acts follow a similar pattern to
that of the Bill now before the House?

Mr HASSELL replied:
(1) No other State has a settlement agents

Act.
(2) and (3) Answered by (I).

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

RECREATION

FootballI: Sunday

152. Mr STEPHENS, to the Chief Secretary:

With regard to the WAFL decision to
play the preliminary final on Sunday. 27
September. will the Minister advise-
(a) Is this intended to be a forerunner

for finals in years to come:
(b) does it herald the intention of the

WAEL to play league fixtures on
Sundays:

]HI
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(c) if answer to (b) is "Yes-~, will the
Minister safeguard the interests of
all country Sunday sport by
withdrawing the WAFL's right to
play on Sunday?

Mr H-ASS ELL replied:
Advice was sought from the WAFIL and
I am advised that-
(a)
(b)
(e)

no;
no;
answered by (b).

WOOL

Research and Promotion

153. Mr OLD (Minister for Agriculture):
I seek leave to table the answer to a
question which was asked of me on 2
April 1981 by the member for Stirling
regarding wool promotion levies, I
undertook to obtain the answer and I
seek leave to table it

Leave granted.
The paper was ta bled (see paper No. 152).

"THE EXTERMINATOR" FILM

Ban or Rest riction

154. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Chief Secretary:

Following the bizarre information given
by the Minister to the House last night
regarding the film "The Exterminator'.,
has a decision been made yet to ban the
film?

Mr HASSELL replied:
A decision has been made and the
distributors of the film have been
advised that the film will not be given a
classification to permit it to be shown in
Western Australia. There are a number
of reasons for this and I have explained
them in a statement which I issued
today.

PARLIAMENT HOUSE

Painting: Nediands City Council

155. Mr JAM IE-SON, to the Premier:

The Premier will recall that on opening
day last year I asked him whether he
would use his influence with the

Nedlands City Council in view of the
fact that the Premier's council was the
only one which had not provided a
painting for the Parliament House
corridors. At the time, the Premier said
that a painting would be provided, even
if he had to fund it himself. However, it
does not seem to have materialised.
Would the Premier have any objection
to the local branch of the ALP
instigating a fund so that the citizens of
the council may have a painting hung in
Parliament House?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

I wish to say that, 'faithful to the trust
imposed on me by the member, 1 took
up the matter with the council and I
understand there had been some
difficulty in agreeing on the actual type
of painting to be provided.

Mr Pearce: They could not agree whether it
should be a portrait of you or a portrait
of the mayor.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The last
information I received was that the
matter has been resdlved and it will be a
matter of time before we have the
painting. I do appreciate the concern
expressed by the member about the
poverty of the district I represent.

ROAD

Leonora-Malcolm Road

156. Mr COYNE, to the Premier:

On at least two recent occasions,
Government Ministers have given
assura nees to north-eastern gold fields
shires that the unsealed section of the
Leon ora-M alcolm road would receive
top priority when production was
resumed at Mt. Windarra. Now that the
Windarra nickel development and the
Lansfield Gold operation have reached
an advanced stage in their production
programme, would the Premier take
steps to honour this Government's
commitment?
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Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
I recall the undertaking which was given
and I can assure the member that that
undertaking will be honoured.

WATER RESOURCES

Dams: Capacity and Gonsumpi ion

157. Mr O'Connor for Mr Mensaros (Minister
for Water Resources):

I wish to advise that there was an error
in the answer to question 388 of 8 April
1981. In part (2) of the answer under
the heading -1979" the figure for
Serpentine should be -36.3- and not
-3.6" as stated. Therefore, 1 seek leave
to table this paper.

Leave granted.
The paper was ta bled (see pa per No. 153).


